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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of stories: The brownstone portion of this building is three
stories high above a baseuent while the brick sections along
Pearl and Stone Streets are four and four and a half stories in
height.

Number of bays: The brownstone (east) facade facing Hanover Square, is
eight bays wide, The elevations along the side streets include
earlier brick commercial buildings, which run through from Stone
to Pearl Street, and were later incorporated with the building
facing Hanover Square. The Stone Street side (north) has two bays
of brownstone, plus nine bays of brick at Nos. 60, 62 and 6i. The
Pearl Street side (south) has four bays of brownstone, plus eleven
bays of brick at Nos. 95, 97 and 99.

Layout and/or shape of plan: The original building erected for the
Hanover Bank was a shallow rectangle with the long sides facing
_Hanover Square at the east and adjoining the earlier brick buildings
at the west. The building occupied by India House is still roughly
rectangular, but the greatest depth is now along Stone and Pearl
Streets.

Wall construction: The building erected for the bank is of smooth-faced
brownstone. The earlier structures, along Pearl and Stone Streets,
are of brick. Granite piers and lintels appear at street level at
all these buildings, except at No. 6l Stone Street.

Structural Systemt Masonry bearing wall.

Roof, cornice: There is a flat roof with a projecting cornice carried
on evenly spaced brackets on the building erected for the bank.
Simple cornices appear beneath the low sloping roofs of the brick
houses on the side streets,

Porches: The entrance doorway of India House is approached by a low,
broad flight of stairs and is flanked by unfluted Corinthian
columns and paneled pilasters carrying a projecting entablature
above the freestanding columns.

Other notable features: The windows of the Hanover Square facade are
: carefully studied, decreasing in size and in detail as they ascend.
Those at the first floor are crowned by segmental-arched pediments
carried on scrolled brackets; the windows of the second floor have
triangular pediments above eared frames and the sills rest on
corbel blocks; the third floor windows are simpler, without pedi-
ments, and have eared frames and sills on corbel blocks. The
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brick buildings on Pearl and Stone Streets have traces of Flemish
bond still visible and granite piers separating what were
originally display windows of stores, typical of the vernacular

commercial architecture erected after the disastrous fire of 1835
which swept this district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bank and gives an excellent idea of the aspect of the financial dis-
trict before the Civil War. The brownstone section of the building,
fronting on historic Hanover Square, was erected in 1852-53 for the
Hanover Bank, incorporated in 1851, The building has played an
important role in the expanding financial and commercial life of New
York for over a century. It Served successively as the headquarters of
the Hanover Bank, (1852-56) the offices of Robert L. Maitland & Co.,
commission msrchants, the New York Cotton Exchange (1872-85) and of the
well known shipping company, W.R. Grace & Co. (1885-1912). It was
acquired by its present owner in 191l for use as a clubhouse and con-
tains a fine collection of maritime memorabilia and a restaurant serving
the financial district.

At the time it was erected for the Hanover Bank; and for several
decades thereafter, this distinguished building served as the focal

inspired by Italian Renaissance prototypes. In the course of the later -|
19th and early 20th centuries, the building was expanded to incorporate
earlier, brick commercial structures adjoining it at the west,
which run through from Stone to Pearl Streets, including Nos. 60, "62
and 6l Stone Street and Nos. 95, 97 and 99 Pearl Street. It was re-
modeled for India House,:a club organized in 191kh, by the architectural
firm of Delano & Aldrich in 192k,

Situated in the center of the Wall Street financial district,
India House adds great distinction to the neighborhood. In style and
scale it affords a dramatic contrast to the towering, 20th centu:y
skyscrapers which surround it.

‘point of Hanover Square. The architect is unknown, but he obviously ji‘Jﬁdl,
modeled his design on earlier British examples which-in turn had been * QLCCO .
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PARKS AND RECREATION  STATE OFFICE CAMPUS « ALBANY, NEW YORK 12226 ¢« 518-457-4194

LOUIS C. JONES
Chairman

CONRAD L. WIRTH August 13, 1971
Vice-Chairman

EWALD B. NYQUIST Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

JOHN H. G. PELL
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, the
officially designated State Preservation Agency, and

as the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places:

MILDRED F. TAYLOR

C. MARK LAWTON 3 : )
Director Fire House, Engine Co. 31, New York City

India House, New York City

The above nominations have been reviewed and approved by
the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic
Preservation, in accordance with the criteria outlined in
Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust would wel
discuss these submissions with

STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZIOSO
Commissioner
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Director, Northeast Region Albany, New York 12226
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