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FOREWORD

This is the second report on a comprehensive survey of Asian Americans conducted by the Pew
Research Center in the first three months of 2012. To obtain a nationally representative sample
of 3,511 AsianAmerican adults, more than 65,000 Americans were interviewed on cell phones
and landlines in English and seven Asian languages.

The first report o rhétRiseof AsiarAmerigadss 0 f d @sic nigbed s ome

distinctive social and demographic characteristics of this largely foreign-born (74%)

population. It also highlighted important differences among Asian Americans, focusing on the
six largest subgroups by country of origind Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Viethamese, Korean and
Japanese Americans. Together, these subgroups comprise at least 83% of all Asian Americans.

Thi s r AsfamAmericansi A Mosaic of Faiths, 6 e x ami nes -gtowieg same f ast

population but uses religious affiliation, rather than country of origin, as the primary frame of
analysis. It focuses on four main religious groupsd Christians, Buddhists, Hindus and the
religiously unaffiliated o that together account for 92% of all Asian adults living in the United
States.Muslims comprise an additional 4% of U.S. Asians but their numbers in the survey are
too small to allow for separate analysis.2 (Key findings on Asian-American Muslims from the
Pew Resear ch s@ewndf MuslinsAmetifadslare presented in Appendix 1 of this
report.)

While there is some overlap between the two reportson Asian Americans, we think that they
are largely complementary and that readers will find value in examining the U.S. Asian
population both by national origin and by religion . To understand why Korean Americans tend
to be more politically conservative than other Asian Americans, for example, it may be helpful
to recognize the high proportion of evangelical Protestants (40%) within the Korean-American
community. Conversely, to understand why Hindus have some of the highest education and
income levels of all religious groups in America, it may be useful to know that the vast majority
of Asian-American Hindus trace their roots to India and that many Indians come to the U.S.
through a selective immigration process that awards H-1B visasto scientists, engineers and

1 Americans who trace their origins to many other Asian countries 0 including Bangladesh, Burma (Myanmar) , Cambodia, Laos,
Pakistan and Thailand 9 also are represented in the survey. However, the sample does not contain enough individuals from every
country of origin to analyze all subgroups separately.

2 Members of many other religious groups d including Asian -Amer i can Bahadéis, Confucians, Jains, Jews,

and Unitarians, to name just a few d also completed the survey and are included in the overall results, but their numbers in the
survey are too small to allow for separate analysis.

www. pewforum .org
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other highly skilled workers. And so ond the pages of this report are full of examples of the
importance of religion and national origin in the lives of Asian Americans.

I n many cases, the surveyds overall findings on A
among Asian Americans of various faiths. To provide context, this report frequently offers
three levels of comparisons: (1) between U.S. Asians, as a whole, and the U.S. general public;
(2) among the larger Asian-American religious groups, including Protestants, Catholics,
Buddhists, Hindus and the unaffiliated; and (3) between an Asian-American religious group
and a similar group (or groups) in the general public, such as Asian-American evangelical
Protestants and white evangelical Protestants, or AsianAmerican Catholics, white Catholics
and Hispanic Catholics. This allows readers to see, for example, not only whether Asiar
American Christians are similar to or different from Asian -American Buddhists on a particular
guestion but also how Asian-American Christians compare with Christians in the general
public.

The diversity of religious affiliations among Asian Americans, however, poses some challenges

that readers should bear in mind as they evaluate
i mportant is religion in your | ife?0 peot intended
different faiths. But vast gulfs in theology and practice mean that respondents sometimes may

bring very different understandings to bear on a question. Asked how often they pray, for

example, a Christian may think about prayers offered to a persond God, while a Hindu or

Buddhist may think about the ritual recitation of mantras. Some of the survey questions reflect

conceptsthat are prevalent in the Westd belief in heaven and hell as places of eternal reward

or punishment, for example. But other part s of the survey were designed specifically to

measure the beliefs and practices of Buddhists, Hindus and adherents of other Asian religions,

including questions about reincarnation, ancestral spirits, yoga as a spiritual practice,

meditation, having a shri ne or temple in the home and celebrating the Lunar New Year.

The survey was undertaken jointly by two projects of the Pew Research Center: the Pew

Research Centerdéds Social & Demographic Trends pro
on Religion & Public Life. The first report was primarily the work of the project on Social &

Demographic Trends. The present report was written primarily by the staff of the Pew Forum.

Senior Researcher Cary Funk, Ph.D., was a lead researcher on the survey and deftly

coordinated the production of both reports. Janelle Wong, director of the Asian American

Studies Program and a faculty member in the Department of American Studies at the

University of Maryland, served as a special external adviser and was an invaluable sourcef

knowledge through all stages of the survey. We are also grateful to the staff of the survey

www. pewforum .org
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research firm Abt SRBI, particularly Dean Williams, who managed the data collection, and
Courtney Kennedy, who oversaw key elements of the survey design and wehting.

In addition, the Pew Research Center was fortunate to be able to call on an exceptional panel of
academic advisers with expertise on many segments of the AsiarAmerican community:

Wendy Cadge, Hien Duc Do, Diana Eck, Yen Le Espiritu, Joaquin Jay @nzalez Ill, Jane

Naomi lwamura, Khyati Joshi, Rebecca Y. Kim, Pyong Gap Min, Jerry Z. Park, Sharon A. Suh,
Fenggang Yang and Min Zhou.Their brief bios can be found on page 187 of this report .

Although the survey was guided by the counsel of ouradvisers, contractors and consultants,
the Pew Research Center is solely responsible fothe interpretation and reporting of the data.

Luis Lugo, Director
Alan Cooperman, Associate Director for Research

www. pewforum .org
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OVERVIEW

As their numbers rise, Asian Americans are contributing to the diversity of the U.S. religious

landscape. From less than 1% of the total U.S. population {ncluding children) in 1965, Asian

Americans have increased to 5.8% (or 18.2 million children and adults in 2011, according ©

the U.S. Census): In the process, they have beenargely responsible for the growth of non -

Abrahamic faiths in the United States, particularly Buddhism and Hinduism . Counted

together, Buddhists and Hindus today account for about the same share of theU.S. public as

Jews (roughly 2%). At the same time, most Asian Americansbel ong t o the countryo
largest religious groups: Christians and people who say they have no particular religious

affiliation.

According to a comprehensive, nationwide

survey of Asian Americans conducted by the Religious Affiliation
Pew Research Center, Christians are the of Asian Americans
largest religious group among U.S. Asian % of Adan-Amer i can adults who

adults (42%), and the unaffiliated are second
(26%). Buddhists are third, accounting for
about one-in-seven Asian Americans (14%),

followed by Hindus (10%), Muslims (4%) and Unaffiliated

Sikhs (1%). Followers of other religions make . i Christian
ther 0

up 2% of U.S. Asians. religion 42%
2% .
Sikh —

Not only do Asian Americans, as a whole, e

present a mosaic of many faiths, but eachof 4%

the six largest subgroups of this largely

immigrant population also displays a different

religious complexion. A majority of Filipinos _ _ _ _
2012 Asian -American Survey. Those who did not give an

in the U.S. are Catholic, while a majority of answer are not shown.

Korean Americans are Protestant. About half PEWRESEARCH CENTER

of Indian Americans are Hindu, while about

3 Asian Americans are a diverse group in the United States. According to the U.S.
having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia or the Indian subcontinent. The Asian populatio n

includespeo pl e who indicated their race(s) as fAAsian Indian, o AChinese, o0 AFilipino
Asian, o or wrote in entries such as fAPakistani, o AThai, o ACambodiand or AHmMonn

population, the C  ensus Bureau has changed the wording of questions about race and ethnicity over time. Since Census 2000,
respondents could select one or more race categories to indicate their racial identities. (About 15% of the Asian population
reported multiple races in Census 2010.) In addition, since Census 2000, the Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
population, formerly included with the totals for the Asian population, has been counted as a separate race group. Because of
these changes, caution is advised in historical comparisons on the racial composition of Asians.

www. pewforum .org
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half of Chinese Americans are unaffiliated. A plurality of Vietnamese Americans are Buddhist,
while Japanese Americans area mix of Christians, Buddhists and the unaffiliated.

Indeed, when it comes to religion, the Asian-American community is a study in contra sts,
encompassing groups that run the gamut from highly religious to highly secular. For example,
Asian Americans who are unaffiliated tend to express even lower levels of religious
commitment than unaffiliated Americans in the general public; 76% say reli gion is not too
important or not at all important in their lives, compared with 58% among unaffiliated U.S.
adults as a whole By contrast, Asian-American evangelical Protestants rank among the most
religious groups in the U.S., surpassing white evangelicds in weekly church attendance (76%
vs. 64%). The overall findings, therefore, mask wide variations within the very diverse Asian -
American population.

Asian Americans as a wholeare less likely than Americans overall to believe in God and to pray

on a daily basis, and a somewhat higher proportion of Asian Americans are unaffiliated with

any religion (26%, compared with 19% of the general public). But some of these measures

(suchas belief in God and frequency of prayer) may n
role in a mostly non-Christian population that includes Buddhists and others from non -theistic

traditions. Most Asian-American Buddhists and Hindus, for instance, maintain traditional

religious beliefs and practices. Two-thirds of Buddhists surveyed believe in ancestral spirits

(67%), while three-quarters of Hindus keep a shrine in their home (78%) and 95% of alll

Indian -American Hindus say they celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights.

At the same time, the Pew Research Center survewlso finds evidence that Asian-American
Buddhists and Hindus are adapting to the U.S. religious landscape in ways large and small:

1 Roughly three-quarters of both Asian-American Buddhists (76%) and Asian-American
Hindus (73%) celebrate Christmas.

1 Three-in-ten (30%) of the Hindus and 21% of the Buddhists surveyed say they
sometimes attend services of different religions (not counting special events such as
weddings and funerals).

1 About half (54%) of Asian Americans who were raised Buddhist remain Buddhist
today, with substantial numbers having converted to Christianity (1 7%) or having
become unaffiliated with any particular faith (27%).

How can many Asian-American Buddhists and Hindu s maintain their traditional beliefs and

practices while at the same time adopting aspects
religious culture, such as celebrating Christmas? Part of the answer may be that U.S. Buddhists

www. pewforum .org
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and Hindus tend to be inclusive in their understanding of faith. Most Asian -American
Buddhists (79%) and Asian-American Hindus (91%), for instance, reject the notion that their
religion is the one, true faith and say instead that many religions can lead to eternal life (or, in
the case d Buddhists, to enlightenment). In addition, the vast majority of Buddhists (75%) and
Hindus (90%) in the survey say there is more than one true way to interpret the teachings of
their religion.

By contrast, Asian-American Christiansd particularly evangelical Protestantsd are strongly
inclined to believe their religion is the one, true faith leading to eternal life. Indeed, Asian-
American evangelicals are even more likely than white evangelical Protestants in the U.S. to
take this position. Nearly th ree-quarters of Asian-American evangelicals (72%) say their
religion is the one, true faith leading to eternal life, while white evangelical Protestants are
about evenly split, with 49% saying their religion is the one, true faith leading to eternal life
and 47% saying many religions can lead to eternal life.

These are among the key findings of the new surve
Religion & Public Life and Pew Research Centeros
Pew Resear @02 ASiarmAmericad Survey is based on telephone interviews

conducted by landline and cell phone with a nationally representative sample of 3,511 Asian

adults ages 18 and older living in the United States. The survey was conducted in all 50 states,

includ ing Alaska and Hawaii, and the District of Columbia. (For more details, s ee fi About t he
S u r van page39 and Appendix 3: Survey Methodology on page129.)

Religious Affiliation

The survey finds a plurality of Asian Americans are Christian (42%), including 22% who are
Protestant and a slightly smaller percentage who areCatholic (19%). About a quarter (26%) are
unaffiliated (atheist, agnostic or nothing in particular). Roughly one -in-seven Asian Americans
are Buddhist (14%) and onein-ten are Hindu (10%). The remainder consists of Muslims,
Sikhs, Jains and followers of numerous other faiths.*

4 There are not enough survey respondents from these faiths for separate analysis. A total of 4% of U.S. Asians are Muslim. For

more information on Muslims in the United States, see Pew Research Center. AuslinAmeri¢ans: No Sign of Growth in
Alienation or Support for Extremism .0 Washington, D. C. : dikupiute currenSepert A foipaecomparison of U.S.
Muslims and Asian - American Muslims on selected questions .

www. pewforum .org
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Thus, Asian Americans are more religiously
diverse than the U.S. population, which is
overwhelmingly Christian (75%). There are
also substantial differences in religious
affiliation among the largest subgroups of
Asian Americans by country of origin.

As the charts on page 16 show, about half of
Chinese Americans the single largest
subgroup, making up nearly a quarter of the
total U.S. Asian population & are unaffiliated
(52%). (Also see the table onpage44.)
Filipinos 0 the second-largest subgroup,
accounting for about one-in-five U.S. Asian
children and adult sd are mostly Catholic
(65%). Indian Americans represent about 18%
of all U.S. Asians,and about half identify as
Hindu (51%); 59% say they were raised Hindu
Vietnamese Americans, who comprise D% of
U.S. Asians, includea plurality of Buddhists
(43%). U.S. Koreans(also about 10% of all

Asian Americans) are mostly Protestant (61%).

Japanese Americansg the smallest of the six

subgroups, representing about 7.5% ofthe U.S.

Asian population 8 are more mixed: more than

Religious Composition of Asian

Americans
u.s. General
Asians public
% %
Christian 42 75
Protestant 22 50
Catholic 19 23
Other Christian 1 2
Buddhist " 14 1.0-1.3
Hindu * 10 0.5-0.8
Muslim * 4 0.8
Sikh (vol.) 1 n/a
Jain (vol.) * n/a
Other religion 2 4
Unaffiliated 26 19
Atheist/Agnostic 8 5
Nothing in particular 17 13
Dondt know/ Ref u: 1 1
100 100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q30 . Figures may not add to
100% due to rounding . General public numbers are based
on aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew
Research Center for the People & the Press in 2011,
where noted.

except

" Figures for U.S. Buddhists and U.S. Hindus are Pew Forum
estimates. Figures for U.S. Muslims are Pew Research
estimates .

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

one-third are Christian (38%, including 33% who are Protestant), another third are
unaffiliated (32%) and a quarter are Buddhist (25%). 5

5 The size of each U.S. Asian subgroup is based on the total U.S. Asian population, including single or mixed
De mo g r a p2lilc fiThe Rese af AsiapAmericas t . 0

Pew Research Center6s Soci al and

-race Asians. See
Was hi ngt dune,

www. pewforum .org
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These proportions generally reflect the religious
The Philippines, for example, is heavily Catholic. In some cases, however, the percentage of

Christians among Asian-American subgroups is much higher than in their ancestral lands. For

example, 31% of the Chinese Americans surveyed are Christian; the vast majority, though not

all, of this group come from mainland China, where Christians generally are estimated to

constitute about 5% of the total population. ¢ Similarly, 18% of Indian Americans identify as
Christian, though only about 3% of I ndi‘@h#2s t ot al
higher percentages of Christians are a result of the disproportionate number of Christians who

choose to migrate to the United States andmay also reflectreligious switching by immigrants. 8

(For more details on religious switching , seepage 27 of this overview and Chapter 2 i Re lus gi o
Switching and Intermarriage ,00n page55.)

6 Classification into country T of-origin groups is based on's elf-identification.  This self -identification may or may not match a

respondent 6 s counhislhey pafr emitrotsh coru n Resgondents whoiiderttified their specific Asian group as
Taiwanese or Chinese Taipei are classified as Chinese Americans in this report.

7TFor estimates of the number of Christians |living in India and many other cou
Religion & Publ GlobalChfré st2@hltyfi A Report on the Size and Distr.iotbution of the
Washington, D.C.: December. The Pew Global Attitudes survey of India in 2012 found 2% of the adult population to be Christian.

See Appendix 2 of the current report.

8For more information on religion and migration around the worl d, see Pew Res
2 0 1 2Fkaithion the Move: The Religious Affiliation o f International Migrants .0 Washington, D.C.: March.

www. pewforum .org
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Religious Affiliation of Asian -Americ an Subgroups

Chinese Americans Filipino  Americans

All Buddhist
Christian 1% N

31%

All
Christian
89%
Protestant

21%

Buddhist

Catholic
15%

65%

Indian Americans Viethamese  Americans

Jain All élf: .
2% N Christian ristian
Sikh — R 18% 36%

" Unaffiliated
5% .+ Catholic 20%

5%

Buddhist
43%

Korean Americans Japanese Americans

All
Christian

71%

All
Christian
38%
Unaffiliated

23%
Unaffiliated
32%
Buddhist = Protestant
6% 4 61%
Catholic |
10% .-
Other
4%

The AAII Christianodo category includes Protestants, Cathol i c ssizeaoh d
the country -of-origin group in the total Asian -American population.  Those who did not give an answer are not shown. Other
religion, Hindu and Buddhist not shown for some subgroups. See topline in Appendix 4 for all responses.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment

By several conventional measures religion
appears to be less important to Asian
Americans than to the U.S. public as a whole.
For example, fewer Asian Americans say
religion is very important in their lives (39% of
U.S. Asians vs. 58% of all U.S. adults), while
more say religion is either not too important or
not at all important to them (30% of U.S. Asians
vs. 16% of the general public).In addition, the
proportion of Asian Americans who are
unaffiliated (26%) is higher than in the general
public (19%). Asian Americans are also less
likely to say they pray on a daily basisand they
report attending religious services at somewhat
lower rates than the general public. (For more
details, see
on page63.)

These relatively lower levels of religious
engagemaeant are not simply an effect of age or
education.® Analysis of the data shows that
Asian Americans tend to be less religious on
these measures than the general public even
when controlling for age and level of
educational attainment . For example, 29% of
Asian Americans with some post-graduate
education say that religion is very important in
their lives, compared with 52% of all Americans
who have studied at the postgraduate level.

Chapter 3,

Religious Commitment Among

Asian Americans, Compared With

All' U.S. Public
u.s.
Asians
Importance of religion in
your life %
Very important 39
Somewhat 30
Not too/Not at all 30
Dondt know 1
100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 40
Weekly/Monthly 24
Seldom/Never 35
Dondét know 2

Al mportanceioof

Attend worship services

Weekly or more 32
Monthly/Yearly 35
Seldom/Never 33
Dondt know 1

100

Believe in God?

Yes 79
No 16
Ot her (vol .)/ Do 5

100

General
Public

%
58
24
16
1
100

56
23
19
Rel i gi on, O
36
34

28

100

92

2
100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 33, Q35, Q71, ATTEND

Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. General

public numbers come from Pew Research Center surveys

conducted in

Center surveys conducted during 2011 (religious
attendance).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Au g u st impoftahd®), Junee | i ¢
2010 (belief in God) and August 2009 (frequency of
prayer), and from aggregated data from Pew Research

9 Asian Americans, on average, are younger and better educated than the U.S. population. The median age among Asian

Americans is 41 years vs. 45 years for the U.S.
bachel ordéds degree, compared
Trends project .2011. fThe Rise of Asian Americans . 0

wi th

adult population. And 49% of Asian Americans ages 25 and older
28%
Was hi ngt dune,

D. C.:

www. pewforum .org
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The overall results for Asian
Americans, however, mask big
differences among Asian
American religious groups.
Asian-American Buddhists and
Asian-American Hindus, for
example, are much less inclined
than Asian-American
Christians to say that religion
plays a vay important role in
their lives.

Moreover, these figures
underscore major differences in
religious beliefs and practices
between Christianity and other
religions. Because Buddhists
often view their religion in non -
theistic terms d simply put,
many see Budlhism as a path
toward spiritual awakening or
enlightenment rather than as a

How Important is Religion in Your Life?

% saying very important
U.S. Asians
General public
Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Protestant

Evangelical Protestant

D
N

Mainline Protestant

Hindu _ 32
Buddhist [ 27
Unaffiliated | 4
2012 Asian-American Survey. Q33 .Those saying fAsomewhat i
i mportanto, fAnot at all i mportanto and tho

shown. General public numbers from an August 2010 Pew Research Center
survey.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

path to Godd it is not surprising that the proportion of Asian -American Buddhists who say
they believe in God or a universal spirit is lower (71%) than amongAsian Americans who are
not Buddhist (80%) and among the U.S. public overall (92%). Similarly, Buddhists and Hindus
may regard prayer differently than Christians do. The ritual recitation of mantras (in both
Buddhism and Hinduism) is not the same as prayer to a personal God in the Christian
tradition, and this difference may help explain why a smaller number of Asian -American
Buddhists and Hindus than Asian -American Christians report that they pray daily. And
although attendance at religious services is higher among U.S. Asian Christians than among
U.S. Asian Buddhists and Hindus, many of the Buddhists and Hindus report that they
maintain religious shrines in their homes.

www. pewforum .org



19

ASIAN AMERICANS

Asian - American Christians

On one common indicator of religious
commitment, Asian -American Christians are
slightly lower than U.S. Christians as awhole:
64% of Asian-American Christians say religion
is very important in their lives, compared with
70% of Christians in the general public. But on
some measures,Asian-American Christians are
more committed than U.S. Christians as a
whole. For example, six-in-ten Asian-American
Christians say they attend services at least once
a week (61%), compared with 45% of all U.S.
Christians.

Asian-American Christians are also more
inclined than U.S. Christi ans as a whole to say
that living a very religious life is one of their
most important goals (37% vs. 24%).

Among Asian-American Christians, the highest
self-reported attendance rates are among
evangelical Protestants, 76% of whom go to
services at leastonce a week, followed by
Catholics (60% at least once a week) and
mainline Protestants (42%). All three Asian -
American Christian groups attend services more
frequently than do their counterparts in the
general public.

Religious Commitment Among
Asian -American Christians,
Compared with All U.S. Christians

Asian -
American u.s.
Christians  Christians
Importance of religion in
your life % %
Very important 64 70
Somewhat 28 23
Not too/Not at all 8 6
Dondét know * *
100 100
Attend worship service s
Weekly or more 61 45
Monthly/Yearly 27 37
Seldom/Never 12 17
Dondt know 1 1
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 61 64
Weekly/Monthly 26 24
Seldom/Never 11 10
Dondt know 2 2
100 100
Living a very religious life
One of most important
things 37 24
Very important but not
most 31 41
Somewhat important 24 24
Not important 7 10
Dondt know 1 1
100 100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 33, ATTEND, Q71, Q19c .
Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. Figures for
U.S. Christians in the general public come from Pew

Research Center surveys conducted in August 2010
(religionés importance), August
and January 2010 (living a very religio us life) , and from
aggregated data from Pew Research Center surveys

conducted during 2011 (religious attendance).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org
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On the other hand, Asian-American evangelicals are similar to white evangelical Protestants in
the general public on some measures of religious commitment Both groups are about equally
likely to consider religion very important in their lives , and both groups are about equally
likely to pray daily.

The same pattern holds among mainline Protestants. Asian-American mainline Protestants
attend worship services more often (42% attend at least once a week) than do white mainline
Protestants in the general public (25% attend at least once a week The two groups are similar,
however, when it comes to frequency of prayer and importance of religion in their lives.

Compared with white, non -Hispanic Catholics in the U.S., Asian-American Catholics exhibit
higher levels of religious commitment on several measures. Roughly two-thirds of Asian -
American Catholics (64%) say religion is very important in their lives, compared with 54% of
white Catholics. Six-in-ten Asian-American Catholics say theyattend worship services at least
once a week, compared wih about four-in-ten white Catholics (39%). Asian-American
Catholics are also a bit more likely than white Catholics to pray daily (61% vs. 55%).

Religious Commitment Among Christian Groups
Asian - Asian -
American White American White Asian -

evangelical evangelical mainline mainline American White Hispanic

Protestants Protestants | Protestants  Protestants Catholics  Catholics  Catholics
Importance of religion % % %
in your life % % % %
Very important 79 84 44 48 64 54 66

Frequency of prayer
Daily 72 78 46 50 61 55 53

Attend worship services
Weekly or more 76 64 42 25 60 39 a7

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 33, Q71, ATTEND . Other responses and those who did not give a response are not shown. See
topline in Appendix 4 for details. Figures for white evangelical Protestants, white mainline Protestants and white Catholics in the

gener al public are from Pew Research Center surveys conducted in A
(frequency of prayer), and from a ggregated data from Pew Research Center surveys conducted during 2011 (religious

attendance). Figures for Hispanic Catholics are from the Pew Hispanic Center National Survey of Latinos 2011 (religionbd
importance and religious attendance) and an August 200 9 Pew Research Center survey (frequency of prayer)

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Asian-American Evangelicals

Asian-American evangelicals are more inclined
than white evangelicals to say their religion is
the one, true faith leading to eternal life (72% of
Asian-American evangelicals vs. 49% of white
evangelicals) andto believe that there is only
one true way to interpret the teachings of their
religion (53% vs. 43%). AsianAmerican
evangelicals are just as likely as white
evangelicals to say the Bible is the word of God,
though Asian Americans are somewhat less
inclined to say everything in Scripture should be
taken literally, word for word.

About one-third of Asian -American evangelical
Protestants are of Korean descent(34%). On
most measures of religious commitment,
Korean-American evangelicals look similar to
Asian-American evangelicals from other
countries of origin . In one regard, however,
Korean evangelicals stand out from aher Asian
evangelicals: Korean evangelical Protestants are
particularly likely to hold a literal view of the
Bible; 68% express this view.By comparison,
44% of Asian-American evangelicals who are

Religious Beliefs Among Asian -
American and White Evangelical
Protestants

Asian -
American White
evang. evang.
Prot. Prot.
% %
My religion is the one,  true
faith 72 49
Many religions can lead to
eternal life 23 47
There is only ONE true way
to interpret the teachings of
my religion 53 43
There is more than one way 41 52
Interpretation of Bible
Word of God 94 92
Literal, word for word 52 65
Not entirely literal 36 23
Book written by men 4 4

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q39-40, Q34a -b. Q39-40.
Other responses and those who did not give a response are

not shown. See topline in Appendix 4  for details. Figures
for white evangelical Protestants in the general public from
August 2008 Pew Research Center survey.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

not Korean say the Bible should be interpreted literally.
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Asian -American Buddhists

As noted above, AsianAmerican Buddhists are less inclined
than Asian-American Christians to say religion is very

Beliefs and Practices

important in their lives. But many neverthelessmaintain of Asian -American
distinctive rel igious beliefs and practices. Roughly two-thirds Buddhists
say they believe in ancestral spirits (67%) and reincarnation % of Buddhists
(64%). Nearly as many believe that spiritual energy can be Aszir?cnan-
located in physical things such as mountains, trees or crystals Buddhists
(58%) and see yog#® a practice more commonly associated Believe i %
with Hinduism & not just as exercise but as a spiritual practice gzic::;::i’::ts ZZ
(58%). About half believe in nirvana (51%), defined in the Spiritual energy
surveyasiit he ul ti mate state trans @ypcgtinggg p &i n
which individual Amdathaughjustdavee s s OPHE'. o
say they attend religious servicesat least once a week57% of Nirvana 51
Asian-American Buddhists say they have a shrine in their
home. ::/(:izcaesshrine in

home 57
On the other hand, meditation & a practice with deep roots in tFi;Se}saf holy -
some, but not all, forms of Buddhismd seems tobe relatively Pray daily 29
uncommon among Asian-American Buddhists. A solid majority  Meditate daily 14
says they seldom or never meditate (60%), and just onein- @tetiﬂﬁ/ Soerr\rggfes 1
seven engages in meditation on a daily basis (14%), a lower rate
than among Asian-American Christians (27%) and Hindus Celebrate Lunar
(24%). It is possible, of course, that what Christians have in (N::Zb:(aizr 8t
mind when they say they engage in meditation is different from  Christmas 76

what Buddhists mean by that term.

www. pewforum .org

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based
on Buddhists N=526.Q38a,b,h,i

Q36, Q76, Q78,Q71 -72,ATTEND,
Q79a,c. Other responses and those
who did not give a response are not
shown. See topline for details.

" Celebration of Lunar New Year asked
only of Chinese, Japanese, Korean and
Vietnamese Americans. Figures for
Buddhists asked this question. N=475

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Buddhists of Viethamese descent make up
more than a third of all Asian -American
Buddhists (38%); they stand out from other
Asian-American Buddhists for their relatively
high levels of religious commitment and
practice. Viethamese-American Buddhists are
mor e likely than other Asian-American
Buddhists to say religion is very important in
their lives. Eight-in-ten have a shrine in their
home, compared with 43% of other Asian-
American Buddhists. About half of
Vietnamese-American Buddhists fast during
holy times (51%); just 10% of other Asian
American Buddhists do this. Viethamese-
American Buddhists are also somewhat more
likely than other Asian -American Buddhists to
pray at least once a day, to attend worship
services at least occasionally and to attend
servicesof different religious faiths. However,
they are about aslikely asother Asian-
American Buddhists to engage in daily
meditation (11% vs. 16% for other Asian
American Buddhists).

Beliefs and Practices of
Vietnamese - American Buddhists
Compared With Other Asian -
American  Buddhists

% of Buddhistss ayi ng &

Other
Viethamese - Asian -
American American
Buddhists Buddhists
Religious
commitment % %
Religion is very
important 34 23
Living a very
religious life is one of
the most important
things 32 12
Practices
Have a shrine in
home 80 43
Fast during holy
times 51 10
Pray daily 37 24
Meditate daily 11 16
Attend services
weekly or more 14 10
Seldom/never attend
services 27 42
Attend services of
different religions 29 17
N 233 293

2012 Asian -American Survey . Q33, Q19c, Q76, Q78, Q71,
Q72, ATTEND, Q73/74. Other responses and those who did
not give a response are not shown. See topline in Appendix
4 for details.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Asian -American Hindus

Asian-American Hindus also maintain some distinctive
religious beliefs and practices. Yoga has a long tradition in
Hinduism, and n early three-quarters of U.S. Asian Hindus see
it not just as exercise but as a spiritual practice (736). More
than half of Asian-American Hindus say theybelieve in
reincarnation and moksha, defined in the survey asfthe
ultimate state transcending pain and desire in which individual
consciousness end® (59% each).About half also believe in
astrology (53%), defined in the survey as the belieffthat the

Beliefs and Practices
of Asian -American
Hindus

% of Hindus saying they é

position ofthestarsand pl anets can aff ecMpkshapeopl e % |

Fewer believe in spiritual energy in physical things (46%) or in
ancestral spirits (34%).

In addition, Hindus tend to practice their religion in different
ways than do Christians. Although just 19% of Asian-American
Hindus say they attend worship services at least once a week,
nearly eight-in-ten (78%) have a shrine in their home. The
celebration of Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, is nearly
universal among Indian -American Hindus (95%).

Overall, Asian-American Hindus say they pray less often than
do members of the general public. About half of U.S. Hindus
surveyed (48%) report praying every day. Among U.S. adults in
the general public 56% report praying daily.

Nearly all Asian-American Hindus surveyed trace their heritage
to India (93%). But the percentage ofAsian-American Hindus
who say that religion is very important in their lives (32%) is
considerably lower than the percentage of Hindus in India who
say this (69%, according to a 2011 survey by the Pew Research

Asian -
American
Hindus
Believe i %
Yoga as spiritual
practice 73
Reincarnation 59
Astrology 53
Spiritual energy
in physical things 46
Ancestral spirits 34
Practices
Have a shrine in
home 78
Attend services
weekly or more 19
Pray daily 48
Meditate daily 24
Fast at holy
times 41
Celebrate Diwali " 95
Celebrate
Christmas 73

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based
on Hindus N=333.Q38a -b,g,h,i
Q36,Q76, ATTEND, Q71 -72, Q78.
Q79a,d. Other responses and those
who did not give a  response are not
shown. See topline  in Appendix 4  for
details.

" Celebration of Diwali asked only of
Indian Americans.  Figures for Hindus
asked this question N=323

Centerds Global. Attitudes Pr o jPRVEEJEARCHCENTER

www. pewforum .org

ves.



25
ASIAN AMERICANS

Unaffiliated Asian Americans
About a quarter of U.S. Asians (26%)are Beliefs and Practices Among
religiously unaffiliated & meaning that they say Asian - American Unaffiliated
i i i Asian -
thety.are athetlst,.agnostlc a haye no particular Amoronn Us.
religion 8 which is somewhat higher than the urlaffi(!I - ur_wa’rfi(!I -
L i . iate iate

share of unaffiliated in the general public (19%). % %
It is important to realize, however, that Believe in &
Aunaffiliatedo does notGodogreuwvesgsiiar i | y49mearf? inon
religious. o Many peopl e%hRvagsEie unaf’fil iated

. . . Ancestral spirits 37 n/a
with any particular religion nonetheless express - . .

o . . Spiritual energy in physical
religious beliefs (such as belef in God or things 34 30
reincarnation) and engage in religious practices ~ Rencamation 26 25
S Astrology 23 25
(such as prayer or meditation).
Interpretation of Bible
But Asian Americans who are unaffiliated tend Word of God 10 32
to report lower levels of interest in religion than ~ Book written by men 68 57
unaffiliated Americans as a whole. For example, .
. . o Importance of religion
four-in-ten unaffiliated U.S. adults say religion \ery important 4 14
is either somewhat important (26%) or very Somewhat important 18 26
important (14%) in their lives. By comparison, Not too/ Not at all important 76 58
less than a quarter of unaffiliated U.S. Asians _ _
L . . 0 Attend worship services

say religion is either somewhat (18%) or very Weekly or more 1 5
(4%) important to them. Unaffiliate d U.S. Monthly/ Yearly 23 24
Asians also are less likely than unaffiliated Seldom/ Never 76 70
people in the general public to believe in God
49% vs. 67%) or t tleast once a day (6% . ° 22
( 0VS. 0) orto pray at least once a day ( 0 Have a shrine in home 13 n/a
vs. 22%). Celebrate Christmas 60 n/a

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q35, Q38a -b, g -i, Q34a -b,
Q33, ATTEND, Q71, Q76, Q79a. Q35, Q38a -b,g-i, Q76.

Other responses and those who did not give a response are

not shown. See topline in Appendix 4 for details. Figures

for unaffiliated in the general public f rom Pew Research
Center surveys conducted in June 2010 (belief in God),

August 2009 (yoga, spiritual energy, reincarnation,
astrology and prayer) and Auguscs
importance), and from aggregated data from Pew Research

Asian Americans with no religious affiliation,
like unaffiliated Americans as a whole,
infrequently attend worship services and tend
to believe the Bible is a human artifact rather

than the word of God. Unaffiliated Asian Conterpneys ¢ onducted during 201t (religous
Americans are more inclined than those in the PEW RESEARCH CENTER

general public to believe in yoga as a spiritual
practice (42% vs. 28%). But they are no more likely to believe in reincarnation, astrology or the
presence of spiritual energy in physical things such as mountains, trees or crystals.

www. pewforum .org
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Overall, the proportion of native -born U.S. Asians who are religiously unaffiliated (31%) is
somewhat higher than among foreign-born Asian Americans (24%). Fully half of Chinese
Americans (52%)d includi ng 55% of those born in the U.S. and51% of those born oversea$
describe themselves as religiously unaffiliated. Because Chinese Americans are the largest
subgroup of U.S. Asians, nearlyhalf of all religiously unaffiliated Asians in the U.S. are of
Chinese descent (49%).While some Chinese Americans come from Taiwan, Hong Kong and
elsewhere, theycome primarily from mainland China , which hasvery high government
restrictions on religion and where much of the population is religiously unaffiliated. © Fully
eight-in-ten Chinese(80%) say they have no religion, according to the 2012 PewResearch
Ce nt @lobal attitudes survey in China (for details, see Appendix 2,page119.

Though not nearly as high as among Chinese Americans, the percentage of Japanese
Americans who say they are religiously unaffiliated (32%) is also higher than among the
general public (19%). But among other Asian-American groups, the percentage that is
unaffiliated either is closer to the general public (Korean Americans at 23%, Viethamese
Americans at 20%) or falls below the number for Americans as a whole (Indian Americans at
10%, Filipino Americans at 8%).

10 For more information on restrictions on religion in China and other countries around the world, see Pew Research Center 6 s
Forum on Religion & Public Li  fe. 2 0 1RiIsing Restrictions on Religion . &Vashington, D.C.: August.

www. pewforum .org
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Religious Switching and Intermarriage

One-third of Asian adults in the U.S. no longer
belong to the religious group in which they were

Conversion Patterns Among U.S.

Asian Groups
0s

raised (32%). By comparison,t he Pew For um

. R Still in
2 0 0 @.S.MReligious Landscape Survep f ound Switched childhood
that 28% of adults in the U.S. have switched re"“’;” re"“’;”
0 0
. 1 . . . .
religions.11(In this analysis, Protestants raised in U.S. Asians 3 66
a denomination different from their current
denomination, such as those raised as Methodist U.S. Asian groups
and now Presbyterian, are not counted as Chinese 43 54
~ it . . t highe Filipino 26 73
iswit.o ﬁonverglon rates are |g. r among indian 16 82
Japanese, Chinese and Korean Americanghan Japanese 46 52
among other U.S. Asian groups. Korean 42 58
Vietnamese 22 77
Among U.S.
Asi ans who
Native born 40 58
Foreign born 30 68

11 The figures for switching are not directly comparable between the two surveys because they used

to categorizing religious affiliation.

DK
%
2=100

3=100
*=100
2=100
1=100
*=100
1=100

2=100
2=100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q41.

Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org
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There have been

substantial gains due to Childhood vs. Current Affiliation of U.S. Asians

religious SWitChing among Childhood Entering  Leaving Current NET
Asian Americans who say religion group group religion change
th re not affiliated with Among U.S. Asians % %

ey a e_ ot arl Iae wi Protestant 17 +11 -5 22 +5
any particular religion . Not  caiholic 22 +3 -6 19 .3
guite one-in-five Asian Other Christian 1 +1 * 1
Americans (18%) say they  Buddhist 22 kG -y 14

. . Hindu 12 * -2 10 -2
were raised with no .

L . Other religion 7 +2 -2 7 -
affiliation as children, Unafiliated 18 +15 -7 26 +8
while 26% are unaffiliated Dondt know/ 1 1
today, a net gain of eight 100 100
percentage points_ A 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q30 and Q41. Figures may not add to 100% due to

rounding.

similar pattern prevails in
the U.S. general public,
where the share of the
population that is unaffiliated also has grown through religious switching. 12

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asian-American Protestants also have seennet growth through switching: 22% of Asian
Americans identify as Protestant today, compared with 17% who say they were raised
Protestant.

Asian-American Catholics (with a net loss of three percentage points) and Hindus (with a net
loss of two percentage points) have stayed roughly the same sizewith little net impact from
switching.

Asian-American Buddhists have experienced the biggest n¢ losses from religious switching.
Roughly one-in-five Asian Americans (22%) say they were raised as Buddhist, and 2% have
switched to Buddhism from other faiths (or from having no particular religion). But 10% of
Asian Americans have left Buddhism, for a net loss of eight percentage points.

Of all the largest Asian-American religious groups, Hindus have the highest retention rate.
Fully 81% of Asian Americans who were raised Hindu remain Hindu today; 12% have become
unaffiliated, and the rest have switched to other faiths (or did not give a current religion) .

12 For details,see Pew Research Center ds For um .€andutedin2g0i7, publisied iR2008 i c. AWS. Redigious
Landscape Sur vey .0 Washington, D.C.: February.

www. pewforum .org
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Religious switching is more common among native-born Asian Americans than among foreign-
born Asian Americans. Among those born in the U.S., 40% have a religion differentfrom the one in
which they were raised. Among foreign-born Asian Americans, this figure is 30%.

Three-quarters of married
Asian Americans (76%) have Intermarriage
a spouseof the same religion, Among people who are married, % ma
and 23% are married to

. ... a different ... the same
someone of a different religious tradition religious tradition
faith .13 By comparison, the l

I

Pew For unid.S. 200 PS Asians 76
Religious Landscape Surveyp
Among married U.S. Asians

found that roughly one - who are .
quarter of married people in Hindus [ 94
the general public have a

. . Catholics 18 81
spouse with a different -
faith. 14 Protestants 81

Buddhists 70

By far the lowest
intermarriage rate is among Unaffiliated 61

Hindus. Nine -in-ten married
. 2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q86. Based on those who are
HIndUS (94%) have a Spouse married in each religious group. Those who did not provide a response to Q30 or Q86

who is also Hindu. About are notshown.

eight-in-ten Asian-American

Catholics (81%) and

Protestants (also 81%) aremarried to fellow Catholics or Protestants, respectively. Sevenin-
ten Buddhists are married to fellow Buddhists (70%) and 61% of those with no religious
affiliation have a spouse who is also unaffiliated.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

For more details see @hgamtnemarlage doRpadeb5gi o u s

13 These intermarriage rates do not count a marriage across Protestant denominational lines o for example, between a Baptist
and a Lutheran 9 as a religiously mixed marriage. But they do treat a marriage between a Protestant and a Catholic, or a marriage
between a person who is religiously affiliated and one who is not, as religiously mixed.

14 The figures for interfaith marriage are not directly comparable between the two surveys because they used slightly different

approaches to categorizing religious affiliation. For more information on religious intermarriage in the U.S. general public, see Pew
Research Center6s For um o nCoRdudted ip P0O7% pulslishedurb | i2c0 OL8iIUfSeReligious Landscape Survey . 0
Washington, D.C.: February.
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Social and Political Attitudes

The social and political attitu des of U.S. Asians

vary by religious group. Asian-American Views on Homosexuality
evangelical Protestants (like white % saying homosexuality should be accepted or
evangelicals) overwhelmingly hold discouraged by society
conservative views on homosexuality and m Discouraged Accepted
abortion. Unaffiliated Asian Americans (like US. Asians 53
the unaffiliated in the general public) General public -
overwhelmingly take liberal positions on these
- . . Among U.S. Asians
social issues. The other AsianAmerican who are...
religious groups tend to fall somewhere in Unaffiliated 69
between. (For more details, see Chapter Catholic 58
ASocial and P @pagda97.)c a l d tudes
CDbag ) 'ABBthlét 54
. . Hindu

Among all Asian Americans, 53% say 54
homosexuality should be accepted by society, ~ Frotestan 35
and 35% say homosexuality should be Evangelical -
discouraged by society. (By comparison, Mainline -

. 39 49
among the general public, 58% say
homosexuality should be accepted, while 33%
sayit should be discouraged by society) Native born 76
Unaffiliated U.S. Asians lean most.strongly Foreign born "
toward acceptance of homosexuality (69%)
Smaller majorities or pluralities of Asian - 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q82.  Those saying

i ) i neither/both equally (vol.) and those who did not give a

American Catholics (58%), Buddhists (54%), response are not shown. General public results  are from a

January 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the

Hindus (54%) and mainline Protestants (49%) People & the Press.
agree. Among AsiartAmerican evangelicals, PEW RESEARCH CENTER
however, the preponderance of opinion is
reversed: 65% say homosexuality should be discouraged, and 24% saiy should be accepted by
society.

www. pewforum .org
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Similarly, Asian Americans as a whole tend to
support abortion rights: 54% say it should be Views on Abortion
legal in all or most cases 37% say it should be
illegal in all or most cases. Support for legal m lllegal in all/most cases
abortion is highest among U.S. Asians who are Legal in all/most cases
religiously unaffiliated (74%), followed by

% saying abortion should be é

U.S. Asians 54
Hindus (64%), Buddhists (59%) and mainline General public =
Protestants (50%). But the majority of Asian - Among U.S. Asians
American Catholics (56%) and evangelical who are...
( ) _ g Unaffiliated 74
Protestants (64%) say abortion should be
illegal in most or all Among th o - >
illegal in most or all cases. Among the genera
t?l' b Son. 510 gb t'g Buddhist 59
ublic, by comparison, 0 say abortion
P y comp y _ Protestant a7
should be legal in all or most cases, while 43% _
it should be illegal Evangelical 28
i i .
s& It should be illeg Mainline 5
Native born 66
Foreign born m 51

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q83. Those who did not give a
response are not shown. General public results  are from a
November 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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When it comes to political party
identification, more Asian-American voters
identify with or lean to the Democratic Party
than the Republican Party. Among all Asian-

Party Identification

Based on registered voters

Dem/
American registered voters (which excludes Rep/ lean
non-citizens in this largely immigrant lean Rep. Dem Mo lean "

. g y. g % % %
population), the Democratic Party holds a 20- s asian s 32 52 16=100 1,936
percentage-point advantage (52% to 32%), a
much wider margin than in the general publi ¢ =~ Among U.S.

Asi ans wt
(49% to 45%). Protestant 47 3  17=100 520
Evangelical 56 28 16=100 278
Sevenin-ten Asian-American Hindu voters Mainline 37 44 18=100 241

, . Catholi 42 41 17=100 430

(72%) either consider themselves a Democrat o o'©
_ . Buddhist 27 56  17=100 276
or say they lean Democratic, as do 63% of Hindu 9 79 19=100 139
unaffiliated U.S. Asians. Asian-American Unaffiliated 21 63  16=100 423
Buddhist voters also tilt strongly Democratic
General public 45 49 6=100 1,172

(56% vs. 27% Republicaniean Republican).
Asian-American mainline Protestant and
Catholic registered voters, like mainline
Protestants and Catholics in the general
public, are more evenly split. And evangelical
Asian Americans lean strongly toward the
GOP (56% vs. 28% Democratic/lean Democratic),though not as strongly as do white
evangelical Protestantregistered voters (66% Republican/lean Republican vs. 24%
Democratic/lean Democratic).

2012 Asian -American Survey. PARTY, PARTYLN. Based on
registered voters.  General public results  are from a February
2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the
Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

In ter ms of political ideology, Asian Americans also tend to be more liberal than the general
public. Among all U.S. Asians, 31% describe their political views as liberal and 24% as
conservative. In the U.S. public, the balance is reversed: 2% say they are libeal, 34%
conservative.

Among Asian-American religious groups, the unaffiliated, Hindus and Buddhists tilt to the
liberal side, while Asian-American evangelicals tilt conservative (16% liberal vs. 45%
conservative), though they are not as conservative as \ite evangelical Protestants (7% liberal
vs. 61% conservative). Again, AsianRAmerican mainline Protestants and Catholics are more
evenly split, and their ideological leanings look very similar to those of white mainline
Protestants and U.S. Catholics overdl.

www. pewforum .org
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Not surprisingly, given these patterns in partisanship and ideology, Asian Americans strongly
supported Democrat Barack Obama over Republican John McCain in the 2008 election. Of
those who say they went to the polls, 63% report that they voted for Obana, 26% for McCain.
All the Asian-American religious groups favored Obama with the exception of evangelical
Protestants, who supported McCain by a 10-point margin (45% McCainvs. 35% Obama). The
highest margins of voting for Obama were among Hindus (85% Obamavs. 7% McCain) and
unaffiliated U.S. Asians (72% Obamavs. 18% McCain).

While Asian-American Hindus are much more likely to identify with or lean to ward the
Democratic Party than the Republican Party and voted overwhelmingly for Obama, their views
on the size of government are more mixed. Asked whether they would prefer to have a smaller
government providing fewer services or a bigger government providing more services, 46% of
Asian-American Hindus say they would prefer a bigger government, while 41% sy they would
prefer a smaller one.

On the question of whether they think of

themselves as fa typicPCAARKGEN?,can or very
di fferent from auUS ypi c Qvéral, dyyaethink otyaurself tode a typical
Asians overall are more likely to see American or very different from a typical American?
themselves as very different (53%) rather than
as typical (39%).

H Typical Very different

U.S. Asians 53
Views on this question are strongly linked to Among U.S. Asians
C . . who are...
whether an individual was born in the U.S. or o
Christian “ 49

outside of the U.S.; foreign-born Asian
Americans are more likely than those born in Protestant %0

the United States to se&™FHemsclNials &% Aver y
di fferento (60% vin 31%Miger uU. “blo r4h) .

addition, religious affiliation is also associated  Catholic 49

with attitudes on this question. Asian Buddhist 59
Americans who are Christian are more likely Hindu 59

to see themselves as typical Americans than Unaffiliated 52

either Buddhists or Hindus, even when place

of birth and length of time living in t he U.S. 2012 e -hmerican Survey, Q24 Those who did notgive an

are held constant. PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Socioeconomic Characteristics of Religious Groups

In terms of education and income, Hindus
are at the top of the socioeconomic ladde®
not only among Asian-American religious
groups but also among allthe largest U.S.
religious groups. Fully 85% of Asian-
American Hindu adults are college
graduates, and more than half (57%) have
some postgraduate education. That is
nearly five times the percentage of adults in
the general public who have studied at the
post-graduate level (12%) and 23
percentage points higher than U.S. Jews,
the second-ranking religious group in
terms of post-graduate education.

As the accompanying chart shows, all the
largest Asian-American religious groups
are above the U.S. averagén post-graduate
education. The differences among Asian
Americans, nevertheless, are striking. The
share of AsianrAmerican Hindus who have
studied at the post-graduate level is 40
percentage points higher than among
Asian-American Buddhists and Catholics.
This reflects the great diversity of origins
and circumstances among U.S. Asians,
including some who have come to the
United States as refugees or unskilled
workers and others who have come to
pursue a higher education or opportunities
in the high-tech industry , science,
engineering and medicine.

WWW.

Post - Graduate Education
by Religious Group

% of adults with at least some post-graduate education
(beyond a college degree)

Asian -American

tincy S

Jewish 34

e

Asian -American
unaffiliated

Asian -American
evangelical Prot.

Asian -American

mainline  Protestant

-
.
Orthodox Christian 18
-
—

Asian -American
Catholic

Asian -American
Buddhist

White
mainline Protestant

17
17
16

White Catholic 15

Unaffiliated 13

U.S. general public - 12

Mormon 12
Muslim * 11

White
evangelical Protestant

Black Protestant 8

Hispanic Catholic 4

2012 Asian -American Survey. EDUC.  Results are repercentaged
to exclude non -response . U.S. general public results based on
aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Research
Center for People & the Press between January 2011 and April

2012.

"Based on the 2011 Pew Reseaslmth
Americans: No Signs of Growth in Alienation or Support for
Extremism. o

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The high socioeconomic status of Agan
Americans in general, and of Hindus in

particular, is due at leastin part to selective

immigration. Many Asian immigrants
come to the U.S. through the H-1B visa
program, which is designed to encourage
immigration of engineers, scientists and
other highly skilled i g u ea@kierso
abroad. In 2011, for example, India
accounted for more than half of all the H-
1B visas granted. Thevast majority of U.S.
Hindus are of Indian descent, and Indian
Americans as a whole are a weleducated,
affluent group . But Indian -American
Hindus tend to have evenmore years of
education and higher household incomes
than other (non-Hindu) In dian Americans:
51% of Hindu Indian -American adults live
in households earning at least $100,000
annually, compared with 34% of non-
Hindu Indian Americans, and 58% of
Hindu Indian Americans have dudied at
the post-graduate level, compared with
36% of non-Hindu | ndian Americans. To
some extent, this may reflect the relatively
high socioeconomic status of Hindus in
India .1°

Asian-American Buddhists are a much
different population. Many belong to a
wave of immigrants who came to the
United States as refugees from Vietnam
and other Southeast Asian countries16

15 See, for example, Desai, Sonalde B., et al .
Delhi: Oxford University Press, January.

from

Futdn @eveldpment in India: Challenges for a So

Income by  Religious Group

% of adults with household income of at least $100,000

Asian - American
Hindu

I 4

Jewish 40

Asian -American

unafiiated [ 32
Asian -American
mainline Protestant - 26

White Catholic 24

Asian -American
catnic NN 23
Asian - American
. 21
evangelical  Prot. -

Orthodox Christian 20

White
mainline Protestant

Unaffiliated 17

U.S. general public - 16

Mormon 15

Asian -American
Boddnet I 15

Muslim * 14

White

evangelical Protestant 12

Black Protestant 8

Hispanic Catholic 7

2012 Asian -American Survey. INCOME. Results are
repercentaged to exclude non -response. . U.S. general public
results based on aggregated data from surveys conducted by the
Pew Research Center for People & the Press between January
2011 and April 2012

"Based on 2011 Pew Research Center
Americans: No Signs of Growth in Alienation or Support for
Extremism. o

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

ciety in Transiton . 06 New

16 Nearly four -in-ten Vietnamese immigrants (38%) cite political conflict or persecution as the main reason they came to the

United States, a higher figure than among any of the other fiv

e largestcountry -of-or i gin groups. See Pew Research

Social and Demographi c TrTeerRésesof AsiaroAmericans .20 1Wa s Wi ngt d&ume, D. C. :

www. pewforum .org

Cen


http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/06/19/the-rise-of-asian-americans/2/#chapter-1-portrait-of-asian-americans
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/06/19/the-rise-of-asian-americans/2/#chapter-1-portrait-of-asian-americans
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/06/19/the-rise-of-asian-americans/2/#chapter-1-portrait-of-asian-americans
http://www.ncaer.org/downloads/Reports/HumanDevelopmentinIndia.pdf
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/06/19/the-rise-of-asian-americans/

36

PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE

As a consequence, their educational attainment
levels and household incomes tend to be lower;
34% hol d a baandel%orepbrts
household earnings of at least $75,000 6
including 15% with incomes of at least
$100,000 (see the full demographic table on
page 38). More than a third of Asian -American
Buddhists (37%) report household incomes of
less than $30,000 annually, compared with
12% among AsiarAmerican Hindus. Only
36% of Asian-rAmerican Buddhists rate their
personal financial situation as good or
excellent, about half the share of Asian
American Hindus who do so (70%).

It should be noted, however, that Buddhists in
the United States also include many native-
born, non-Asian converts who tend to have
relatively high education and income levels.1?
By the Pew For umo s-thieds t
(67%i 69%) of all U.S. Buddhists are Asian
Americand the group covered by this survey.
Thus, the survey presents a portrait of Asian -
American Buddhists, not of U.S. Buddhists as

a whole.

Asian-American Christians generally fall
between Buddhists and Hindus in terms of
educational attainment and measures of
financial well -being. About half of the
Christians surveyed are college graduates
(49%) and about a third report household
incomes of at least $75,000 (37%). There is

Socioe conomic Status by Religious

dGeogpr e e,

U.S. Asians

Among U.S. Asi al
Christian
Protestant
Evangelical
Mainline
Catholic
Buddhist
Hindu
Unaffiliated

U.S. general public
U.S. Christian
Protestant
i mdtegvanceligplyy o ) ¢
White mainline
Black Protestant
Catholic
Mormon
Orthodox Christian
U.S. Jewish
U.S. Muslim
U.S. unaffiliated

2012 Asian -American Survey. INCOME, EDUC.
repercentaged to exclude non -response.

January 2011 and April 2012.

%

Household College
income graduate
at least or more

$75, 000 education

%

41 54
37 49
37 48
34 51
42 45
37 51
27 34
70 85
43 58
28 29
27 27
25 26
Bwo 2
32 34
15 19
30 29
27 30
37 46
53 63
23 27
29 30
Results are

U.S. general public
results based on aggregated data from surveys conducted
by the Pew Research Center for People & the Press between

"Based on 2011 survey
Growth in Alienation or Support for Extremism

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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little difference in the socioeconomic status of Asian-American Catholics and Protestants.

17 Accordi ngtothe Pew F or u m@.S. Rdligious Landscape Survey
2008, for example, 48% of U.S. Buddhists are college graduates, and
$75,000.

www. pewforum .org

,0 conducted in English
39% report an annual househo Id income of

and
at least

Spani sh

n
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But the Protestant category can be further broken down into evangelical (about 13% of Asian
Americans) and mainline (9%). 18 Asian-American mainline Protestants are more likely than
Asian-American evangelicalsto rate their personal finances as good orexcellent (57% vs. 42%)
although differences in household incomes between these two groups are not statistically
significant .

Religiously unaffiliated Asian Americans tend to have relatively high levels of education (58%
are college graduates) and household income (43%at least $75,000), though not as high as
Hindu Asian Americans.

The Pew Forum estimates that Buddhists make up between 1.0% and 1.3% of the adult
population in the U.S., and that 67% to 69% of all U.S. Buddhists are Asian Americans. Hindus
make up between 0.5% and 0.8% of the U.S. adult population, and between 85%and 97% of all

u. S. Hi ndus are Asian American, a%cording to the
18 Classification of Asian -American Protestants into evangelical and mainline is based on self -identification as born  -again or
evangelical, regardless of Protestant denomination. For #8re details see Chap

19 Precise popu lation figures for the religious composition of the U.S. general public are not available because the U.S. Census

Bureau, as a matter of policy, does not track religious affiliation. All estimates of the religious composition of the U.S. g eneral

public are based on representative  -sample surveys. These estimates are complicated by the fact that such surveys typically rely

on English -language, or English and Spanish -language, interviewing. As such, they are likely to underestimate the size of groups

withlimi t ed Engl i sh proficiency, including those speaking Asian | anguages. The Pe

composition of U.S. Buddhists and Hindus, respectively, are based on combining Census data on the size of the total adult
population with survey es  timates of the percentage of Asian Americans in each religious group from the 2012 Survey of Asian
Americans, as well as survey estimates of the percentage of each religious group that does not identify as Asian race from
aggregated Pew Research Center sur veys conducted between 2010 and June 2012.

www. pewforum .org
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Demographics of U.S. Asians by Religious Affiliation
Unaffil -
Christian  Protes tant Evangelical Mainline Catholic  Budd hist  Hindu iated
% % % % % % % %
Men 47 45 45 46 47 51 62 49
Women 53 55 55 54 53 49 38 51
Age
18-34 24 25 24 24 24 26 43 41
35-54 38 38 42 34 37 35 39 36
55 and older 36 36 33 40 37 36 17 19
Education
(% of all answering)
Post-graduate 18 20 20 19 17 17 57 30
College grad 31 29 31 26 34 17 28 28
Some college 21 22 19 27 20 16 7 20
H.S. grad or less 29 30 30 29 29 50 8 22
Family income
(% of all answering)
$100,000 or more 23 23 21 26 23 15 48 32
$75,000 -$99,999 14 14 12 15 14 12 21 11
$30,000 -$74,999 33 33 34 31 33 36 19 30
<$30,000 30 30 32 28 30 37 12 27
Native born 27 32 26 40 21 21 4 29
Foreign born 73 68 73 60 79 79 96 70
Arrived 2000 -2012 16 17 20 13 16 20 42 25
Arrived before 2000 55 50 53 46 62 58 52 45
Married 62 63 64 62 59 59 78 53
Have children under
18 34 34 36 33 33 34 46 32
Homeowner 60 57 56 59 63 58 53 52
N 1,599 860 489 369 702 526 333 844

2012 Asian -American Survey. SEX, AGE, EDUC, INCOME, BIRTH , Q59, MARITAL, KIDSA, Q89. N shown is for all asked. EDUC,
INCOME are repercentaged to exclude non -response. Other responses and those who did not give a response are not shown. See
topline in Appendix 4 for details.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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About the Survey

The Pew Resear cAsian\mericaa Sudvey isdésdddn telephone interviews
conducted by landline and cell phone with a nationally representative sample of 3,511 Asian
adults ages 18 and older living in the United States. The survey was conducted in all 50 states,
including Alaska and Hawaii, and the District of Columbia. The survey was designed to include
representative subsamples of the six largest Asian groups in the U.S. population: Chinese,
Filipino, Indian, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese. Americans who trace their origins to m any
other Asian countriesd including Bangladeshis, Burmese, Cambodians, Hmong, Laotians,
Pakistanis, Thais and numerous smaller U.S. Asian group$ also are represented in the survey.
However, the sample does not contain enough individuals from every country of origin to
analyze all subgroups separately.

Respondents who identified as fAAsian or Asian Ame
Japanese, Korean, or VietnameseoO were eligible to
those who identified with more than one race and regardless of Hispanic ethnicity. The

guestion on racial identity also offered the following categories: white, black or African

American, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander.

Classification into U.S. Asian groupsisbasedonselfi dent i fi cati on of responde
Asian group. 0 Asian g-eo0dps gamedi onmn wkere agénnese
Il ndi an, Japanese, Kor ean, Vietnamese, orselef s ome
identified with more than 22 specific Asian groups. Those who identified with more than one

Asi an group were classified based on the group wi
who identified their specific Asian group as Taiwanese or ChineseTaipei are classified as

Chinese Americans for this report.

The survey was conducted using a probability sample from multiple sources. The data are
weighted to produce a final sample that is representative of Asian adults in the United States.
Survey interviews were conducted under the direction of Abt SRBI, in English and Cantonese,
Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog and Vietnamese. For more details on the
methodology, see Appendix3.

1 The survey was conducted Jan. 3March 27, 2012, in all 50 states, including Alaska and
Hawaii, and the District of Columbia.

9 The survey included 3,511 interviews including 728 interviews with Chinese
Americans, 504 interviews with Filipino Americans, 580 interviews with Indian

www. pewforum .org
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Americans, 515 interviews with JapaneseAmericans, 504 interviews with Korean
Americans, 504 interviews with Viethamese Americans and 176 interviews with Asians
of other backgrounds.

9 Margin of error is plus or minus 2.4 percentage points for results based on the total
sample at the 95% confidence level. Margins of error for results based on subgroups of
Asian Americans, ranging from 3.1 to 7.8 percentage points, are included in Appendi 3.

Notes on Terminology

Unl ess otherwise noted, survey results for AAsi an
living in the United States, whether U.S. citizens or not U.S. citizens and regardless of

immigration status. Both terms are used inte rchangeably. Adults refers to those ages 18 and

older.

U.S. Asian groups, subgroups, heritage groups andcountry -of-origin groups are used

i nterchangeably to r edleasesnicfei cratsipoom diemttad sil ssped cfi f i
self-identification may or may not match a respondentds count
country of birth.

Unless otherwise noted, whites include only non-Hispanic whites. Blacks include only non-
Hispanic blacks. Hispanics are of any race. Asians can also be Hispanic.

Figures for the U.S. general public are based on nationally representative surveys of
respondents of any race, including Asian. Thus, comparisons between U.S. Asians and the U.S.
general public may understate or overstate the magnitude of differences betweenAsian
Americans and Americans who are not Asian, due to the fact Asians are also part of the general
public to which the comparison is made. The maximum possible size of such an effect would be
eqgual to the size of the U.S. Asian population (5.5% of U.Sadults, according to the 2010 U.S.
Census).The maximum possible size of such an effect would occuronly if responses of Asian
Americans and non-Asian Americans were completely different on a specific survey question.

In addition, the magnitude of such an effect may be smaller than the maximum due to the
tendency of most general public opinion surveys to underrepresent U.S. Asians with limited
English proficiency.

Differences between groups or subgroups are described in this report only when the
relations hip is statistically significant and therefore unlikely to occur by chance. Statistical

www. pewforum .org
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tests of significance take into account the complex sampling design used for this survey and the
effect of weighting.

Roadmap to the Report

The remainder of the report is divided into six sections. First, it details the religious affiliation
of Asian Americans as a whole and of the six largest subgroups (by country of origin) It also
takes a close look at Asian adults in the U.S. who have switched religionsand those who have
married someone from a different faith . The next sections discuss the importance of religion to
Asian Americans, their religious beliefs and their religious practices. Finally, the report
analyzes the social and political views ofAsian Americans, primarily by looking at differences

in attitudes among the main religious groups.

www. pewforum .org
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CHAPTER 1: RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

Christians make up the largest single religious

group within the Asian -American community, Religious Affiliation of U.S. Asians
but the Christian share of U.S. Asians (42%) is General
far smaller than the Christian share of the U.S. U.S. Asians public
. . % %
0,
general public (75 A)).. iny two of the SI?( | Christian 2 75
largest country-of-origin groups are majority Protestant 22 50
Christian: Filipino Americans (89% Christian) Evangelical 13 18"
and Korean Americans (71% Christian). Among Mainline 9 17
. . Catholic 19 23
other Asian-American groups, fewer than four- o
. L Other Christian 1 2
in-ten are Christian. Buddhist 14 10-1.3"
Hindu 10 05-08"
Among Asian Americans as a whole, 22% are Muslim 4 08"
Protestant, 19% are Catholic, and 1% belong to f"_‘h ! ”;a
.. ain * n/a
other Christian groups, such as Orthodox Other religion ) 4
Christians and Mormons. Most Filipino Unaffiliated 26 19
Americans are Catholic (65%), while most Atheist/Agnostic 8 5
Korean Americans are Protestant (61%). Nothing in particular 17 13
Dondt know/ Re 1 1
100 100

Asian Americans as a whole aresomewhat _ _ .
2012 Asian -American Survey.  Q30. Figures may not add to

more ||ke|y than the pub||c overall to be 100% dueto rounding . General public figures are based on
aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew

unaffiliated with a particu|ar re|igi0n. One -in- Research Center for the People & the Press in 2011, except
where noted.

. . 0
fOUf Asian Americans (26 /0) Say they are " General public figures for evangelicals and mainline
religiously unaffiliated Compared Wlth roughly Protestants are for ~ white (non -Hispanic) evangelical and

white (non -Hispanic) mainline Protestants. Figures for U.S.

One-in _ﬁve pe0p|e in the general pUbIlC (19%) Buddhists and U.S. Hindus are Pew Forum estimates.

Figures for U.S. Muslims are Pew Research estimates

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Religious affiliation varies greatly across the
largest subgroups of U.S. AsiansHalf of Chinese Americans (52%) describe themselves as
religiously unaffiliated, including 15% who say they are atheist or agnostic. A fifth or more of
Japanese Americans (32%), Korean Americans (23%) and Vietnamese Americans (20%) also
say they are unaffiliated with any particular religion. Filipino Americans and Indian Americans
are much less likely to say they are religiously unaffiliated (8% and 10%, respectively).

As expected, Buddhists make up a larger portion of Asian Americans than of the U.S. public as
a whole. A total of 14% of Asian Americans are Buddhist, compared with about 1% of the
general public. Roughly four-in-ten Viethamese Americans (43%), onein-four Japanese
Americans (25%) and one-in-six Chinese Americans (15%) are Buddhist.

www. pewforum .org
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Hindus also make up a larger portion of Asian Americans than of the U.S. public as a whole.
One-in-ten Asian Americans are Hindu, compared with less than 1% of the general publicin
the U.S. Nearly all Asian-American Hindus trace their roots to India, with relatively few from
other parts of Asia. There are a number of religious groups in the Indian-American population,
however (see below).

While some Asian-American

groups tend to have a Religious Affiliation Among U.S. Asian Groups
preponderance of one
religion, others have amore USs. ASia’j] groups I t
. ap - iet -
even mix. For example, Chinese  Filipino  Indian anese  Korean namese
Filipino Americans and % % % % % %
Korean Americans are Christian 31 89 18 38 71 36
. L Protestant 22 21 11 33 61
overwhelmingly Christian Evangelical 13 12 8 13 40
(89% and 71%, respectively). Mainline 9 9 3 19 21
Japanese Americans, by Catholic 8 65 5 4 10 30
; Other
comparison, are more evenly .o . 3 2 1 . .
split: 38% are Christian, 32%  Buddhist 15 1 25 6 43
are unaffiliated, 25% are Hindu 0 * 51 0 0 0
Buddhist, and 4% belongto ~ Musim ’ 0 10 ’ 0 0
h liai A Sikh 0 0 5 0 0 0
o. er religions. rTlong Jain 0 0 0 0
Viethamese Americans, 43%  other religion P x *
are Buddhist, 36% are Unaffiliated 52 8 10 32 23 20
Christian, 20% are Dondt kn 1 0 1 1 L L
100 100 100 100 100 100

unaffiliated , and less than 1%
belong to other religions.
While about half of Indian

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q30 . Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding .
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Americans are Hindu (51%),
18% are Christian, 10% are Muslim, 10% are unaffiliated, 5% are Sikh, 2% are Jain, 1% are
Buddhist, and the remainder belong to other religions.

www. pewforum .org
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Christian s

As noted above, AsianAmerican Christians are almost evenly divided between Protestants and
Catholics. Roughly a fifth of all Asian Americans are Protestant (22%), and a slightly smaller
percentage is Catholic (19%). In the U.S. public as a whole, about hih are Protestant, and 23%
are Catholic.

Protestant s
Evangelicalism Among

Of the six largest country-of-origin groups, only Protestants

Korean Americans are majority Protestant

(61%). A third of the Japanese Americans

surveyed (33%) and about a fifth of Chinese

Would you describe yourself as a born-again or
evangelical Christian?

No/ Donéo

Americans (22%) and Filipino Americans (21%) Yes know
. Evangelical Mainline
also describe themselves as Protestant. The ) (Evangelical ( )
. . Among Protestants e % %
Protestant share of the Indian-American and US. Asian s 58 42 = 100
Vietnamese-American communities is much
lower (11% and 6%, espectively.) Korean 66 34 =100
Chinese 58 42 =100
Japanese 40 60 =100

Looking at all Asian-American Protestants,
there is a higher proportion of born -again or AllU.S.

evangelical Protestants (58%) than mainline Protestants %5 45=100
oL 20 hi White Prot estants 51 49 =100
Protestants (42%).2° Among white Protestants Black Prot estants 65 35 = 100

. . 0

n the general pUbIIC’ S1% Say they are bOfFl 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 32a. Based on Protestants.

again or evangelicd AbOUt two —thirds Of blaCk General public numbers are based on aggregated data from
' surveys conducted by the Pew Research Center for the

Protestants (65%) in the general public say they — People &the Pressin 2011,
are born-again or evangelical. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Korean-American Protestants are more likely than other Asian-American Protestants to say
they are evangelical or born-again. Two-thirds of Korean -American Protestants (66%) describe
themselves this way. The majority of Chinese American Protestants (58%) also say they are
evangelical. The reverse is true for JapaneseAmerican Protestants, among whom 60% are
mainline Protestant and 40% are evangelical.

20 Respondents to the Asian  -American survey were asked whether they think of themselves as a born -again or evangelical
Christian. Responses to this question were used tondiwiede PPootesstaant €aitegorie
Those who answered fiyeso to the question were categorized as evangelical Prot

answer were categorized as mainline Protestants.

www. pewforum .org
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Nearly a third of Asian-American Protestants
(31%) describe themselves as Pentecostal Renewalism Among Asian
Christians, charismatic Christians or both. American Protestants
(See Glossary onpage 191.) A similar share of
Protestants in the U.S. general public also
identify as Pentecostal and/or charismatic

Would you describe yourself as a Pentecostal
Christian? As a charismatic Christian?

Pente - Charis - NET yes to

(33%), according to the Pew FoOr asad satc2 &lésione
iu.S. Religious Landsc afal Peeyaisee y% o % %
U.S. Asian s 16 24 31
About four -in-ten Korean-American Protestants . can 17 30 38
(38%) describe themselvesas Pentecostal Chinese 10 19 21
and/or charismatic. Fewer Chinese-American Japanese 9 9 14

Protestants identify as Pentecostal and/or
charismatic (21%), and 14% of Japanese
i 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 32b-c. Based on
American Protestants do so. The survey sample  rProtestants. Those saying finoo
an answer are not shown. General public numbers are

contains too few Protestants in the other U.S. based on the Pew AFW.r.moRse 2i0gi70 u
. Survey. o
Asian groups to analyze.

U.S. Protestants 16 24 33

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Protestant Denominational Families

Among Asian-American Protestants as a whole, the most common denominational families are
Presbyterian (19%)and Baptist (18%). Nondenominational Christians make up 14%. Roughly
one-in-ten Asian-American Protestants are Methodist (9%), and 7% belong to Pentecostal
churches and denominations.?! Other denominational families each account for less than 5% of
Asian-American Protestants.

This pattern differs considerably from Protestants in the general population . According to the
Pew Fo20MmdsinU. S. Rel i gi qoaome-thirdaohRiotestants i the&Sgenenale y
public are Baptist (compared with 18% among Asian-American Protestants). Presbyterians, by
contrast, make up a much larger share of AsianAmerican Protestants (19%) than of

Protestants in the general public (5%).22

21 Many Pentecostals belong to independent or nond enominational churches. This may explain why the percentage of Asian
American Protestants who describe themselves as Pentecostals (16%) is higher than the percentage that says they belong to
Pentecostal churches (7%).

22 Comparisons between Asian  -American Protestants and Protestants in the general public should be made with caution because
the Pew For umbd sRe@iou Zandsddpe Survey 0 asked an additional question to determine  denomination. The additional

question allowed respondents to be cat egori zed with more precision than was possible in the Asian -American survey. Additionally,
the gener al public estimates provided in this study differ sligbhthdy from prev
results reported in this study have be en repercentaged to more closely match the denomination categories employed in the

Asian - American survey.

www. pewforum .org



Denominational families differ
somewhat across U.S. Asian
groups. A plurality of Korean -
American Protestants (43%) are
Presbyterian, with the remainder
coming from other
denominational families,
including Baptist (1 5%) and
Methodist (15%).

A quarter of Chinese-American
Protestants (25%) are from a
nondenominational or
independent church, 15% are
Baptist, and 10% are
Presbyterian. Among Japanese
American Protestants, the most
common denominational families
are Methodist (17%), Baptist
(15%) and Presbyterian (13%).
The survey did not include
enough interviews with
Protestants in the other three
country -of-origin groups

(Filipino , Indian and Vietnamese
Americans) to analyze separately.
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Protestant Denominational Families

Among Protestants

U.S. General/
Asians Korean Chinese Japanese public *
% % % % %
Presbyterian 19 43 10 13 5
Baptist 18 15 15 15 33
Nondenominational 14 6 25 11 9
Methodist 9 15 1 17 12
Pentecostal 7 1 3 7 8
Lutheran 4 2 4 5 9
Congregational 3 1 6 7 1
Episcopalian 3 * 2 8 3
Holiness 2 1 3 2 2
Church of Christ /
Disciples of Christ 1 1 2 1 4
Other 6 2 5 4 4
Non - specific/None 12 11 16 7 8
Dondt know 3 1 8 2 0
100 100 100 100 100
n=8 60 n=325 n=171 n=1 61 n=18,981

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Protestants. Q31_denom . General
public figures are from the Pew Forumos
S u r v eBigurés may not add to 100% due to rounding .

" Comparisons between Asian  -American Protestants and Protestants in the

general public should be made with caution because the Pew For umi
fi U. Religious Landscape Survey 0 asked an additional question to determine
denomination. The additional question allowed respondents to be cat egorized
with more precision than was possible in the Asian - American survey.

Additionally, the general public estimates provided in this study differ slightly

from previous fAU. S. Religious Landscape
reported in this study have been repercentaged to more closely match the

denomination categories employed in the Asi an-American survey.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org
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Catholic s

The share of Asian Americans who are Catholic (19%) is slightly less than the share who are
Protestant (22%). In the U.S. public as a whole, 23% of adults are Catholic, and about half are
Protestant. Roughly two-thirds of Filipino Americans (65%) and three -in-ten Viethnamese
Americans (30%) are Catholic. (See table onpage44.)

Roughly one-third of Asian -American Catholics
(35%) identify as Pentecostal charismatic or Renewalism Among Asian -
both. This is similar to the number of Catholics in ~ American Catholics

. 0 .
the general public (33%) who describe themselves Would you describe yourself as a Pentecostal

this way. (See Glossary orpage191.) Catholic? As a charismatic Catholic?

Pente - Charis - NET yesto
costal matic  at least one

Among Catholics é % % %
U.S. Asian s 16 28 35
All U.S. Catholics 10 28 33
White Catholic 7 22 26
Hispanic Cath olic 16 43 48

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q 32b-c. Based on

Cat holics. Those saying fAnood
an answer are not  shown. U.S. general public figures are
based on the 2007 AU. S. Rel i g
conducted by the Pew Forum.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Buddhis ts

About one-in-seven Asian Americans (14%) are Buddhist. Buddhism is more common among
some U.S. Asian groups. Roughly fourin-ten Viethamese Americans (43%) and onein-four
Japanese Americans (25%) are Buddhist. Among Chinese Americans, 15% are Buddhist.
Buddhists comprise no more than 6% of the other major U.S. Asian groups.

While Asian Americans make up a majority of U.S. Buddhists, roughly a third of American
Buddhists are non-Asian; the Pew Forum estimates that 67%-69% of Buddhists in the U.S. are
Asian. Since nonAsian Buddhists are not represented in this survey, the findings of the survey
should not be interpreted as representing U.S. Buddhists as a whole?

Almost half of Asian-American

Buddhists (49%) do not specify  Types of Buddhism Among U.S. Asian Groups
a particular Buddhist tradition

. . U — Buddhists ------------
with which they are affiliated, s uddhists
describing themsel ves as Asfing uvstnamese Chinese  Japanese
a Buddhi st -im- About one % % % %

. . . Mahayana (including
eight Asian-American Zen) 13 7 11 28
Buddhists (13%) say they Theravada 8 7 3 1
practice Mahayana Buddhism ~ Jodo Shinshu (vol.) 7 8 2 30
includi 7 d oth Vajrayana (Tibetan) 5 3 2 1
(including Zen and other Vipassana ) ) 4 A
branches), 8% practice Other 2 0 * 6
Theravada Buddhism, 5% Just a Buddhist (vol.) 49 60 55 27
identify with Vajrayana (or Donot know/ 15 18 24 g

. . 100 100 100 100
Tibetan) Buddhism, and 2%

n=52 6 n=233 n=10 1 n=128

identify with Vipassana _ _ _
: . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Buddhists. Q31u . Figures may not add to
Buddhism. About one-in-ten 100% dueto rounding .

Asian-American Buddhists PEW RESEARCH CENTER
(8%) volunteered that they

identify with other traditions, including Jodo Shinshu Buddhism (7%). 24 (SeeGlossary onpage
191)

23For more information on the composition of Amer i Baddhisf inArdehcas mo see
Columbia University Press ,1999; and Charles S. Prebish and Kenneth K. Tanaka, ed itor s, fiThe Faces of Buddhism in America, 0
University of California Press ~ , 1998 .

24 Re s p o n d e n tidendificatian with various forms of Buddhism may differ from how scholars classify types of Buddhism in the

U.S. and around the world. For example, Jodo Shinshu is often viewed as a branch of Mahayana Buddhism. See Richard Hughes

Seager, Biiddhism in America , d&olumbia University Press , 1999; and Charles S. Prebish and Kenneth K. Tanaka, ed itor s, fiThe
Faces of Buddhism in America, 0 University of California Press ,1998.

www. pewforum .org
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Nearly six-in-ten Japanese American Buddhists say they practice either Jodo Shinshu (30%)

or Mahayana Buddhism (28%). By contrast, a majority of Vietnamese-American and Chinese-

Ameri can Buddhists say t hang5580frespedtyely)sTthereawelBuddhi st o
too few Buddhists in the other country -of-origin groups to analyze separately.

Hindu s

Like Buddhists, Hindus represent a very small percentage
of all U.S. adults (less than 1% according to the Pew Types of Hinduism

Forumdés 2007 AU.S. Rel iByti ous"MPYHg&AHe Surveyo) .
unlike Buddhists, the overwhelming majority of Hindus in

Hindus
the U.S. are Asian Americans from one country of origin: %
India. The Pew Forum estimates that 85%-97% of U.S. Vaishnava 19
Hindus are Asian American. Shaivite 10

ISKCON (Hare Krishna)

(vol)
Looking at all U.S. Asians surveyed, 10% are Hindu Vedanta (vol.)
Roughly half of the Indian Americans surveyed (51%) Shakism (vol.) .
. . . . . Other 5

0

identify .thelr p.resent religion as Hindu, and 59% sfaly they Just & Hindu (vol) 53
were raised Hindu. In the U.S., none of the other fivelarge  ponst know/ R 7
country -of-origin groups has asignificant number of 100
Hindus. Indeed, more than nine -in-ten Asian-American n=3 33
Hindus surveyed (93%) say they are of Indian descent, 2012 Asian -American Survey.  Q31v. Figures

may not add to 100% due to rounding .
though Hindus also live in such other Asian countries as PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Nepal, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Bangladesh.

Roughly half of the Asian-American Hindus surveyed (53%) identify themselvesa s fj ust a
Hi ndu. oafithifl®%)tidentify with the Vaishnavatradition of Hinduism and 10% with

Shaivite Hinduism . Smaller percentages identify with Hare Krishn a (3%) or the Vedanta

philosophy (2%). (See Glossary onpage 191.)

www. pewforum .org
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Muslims and Other Religious Groups

Asian Americans also practice a number of other faiths, such as Islam, Judaism, Sikhism,
Jainism and others. (See table onpage43.) A total of 4% of U.S. Asians are Muslim.
Unfortunately, the survey sample contains too few Asian-American Muslims to allow for
separate analysis.

The Pew Research Center estimates that 0.8% of the U.S. adult population is Muslim.The Pew
ResearchCent er 6s 2011 survey of Muslim Americans pr o\
religious group, including its religious beliefs and practices as well associal and political

attitudes. 2> The survey found that Muslims in the U.S. are racially diverse, with 21% describing

themselves as Asiarré In addition, 30% of Muslim Americans describe themselves as white,

23% as black, 6% as Hispanic and 19% as other or mixed racé? Appendix 1provides selected

findings for Asian -American Muslims (including comparison s with U.S. Muslims as a whole)

from the 2011 survey, which was conducted not only in English but also in Arabic, Farsi and

Urdu.

Members of many other religious groupsdi ncl udi ng Bahadi s, Confucians,
Shintoists, Sikhs, Taoists and Unitarians, to name just a fewd participated in the survey of

Asian Americans. They are included in the overall results for all Asian Americans, but the

survey sample does not include enough individuals from these religious groups to allow for

separate analysis of egh group.

25 See Pew Research Center. 2011. fiMuslim Americans: No Sign of Growth in Alienation or Support for Extremism .0 Washington,
D.C.: August. That report includes some analysis of foreign -born Muslim A mericans from Pakistan and other South Asian

countries.

26 In all, 22% of U.S. Muslims describe themselves as either single -race Asian (21%) or multiple -race Asian.

27 The global distribution of Muslims is very different from the origins of U.S. Muslims. While a minority of U.S. Muslims identify

themselves as Asian (by race), more than 60% of the global Muslim population lives in Asia, and the four countries with t he

largest Muslim populations & Indonesia, P akistan, India and Bangladesh 0 are allin Asia. For more, see Pew Research Center0s
Forum on Religion & Public Life. 2011 . THe Future of the Global Muslim Population: Projections for 2010 -2030, d&Vashington,

D.C.: January .

www. pewforum .org
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The Unaffiliated
Religiously Unaffiliated U.S.

About a quarter of U.S. Asians (26%) say they ~ A\Sians
are atheist, agnostic or have no particular Atheisy NO“i‘r']f‘g Unl\;ErJ )
religion. Asian Americans are somewhat more Agnostic  particular iated
likely than the general public to be unaffiliated % % %
with any religion. About a fifth of the general VS Asian s ® v =26
public (19%) has no religious affiliation, a U.S. Asian groups
group that has been growing over time, Chinese 15 37 =52
particularly among younger adults. Filipino 1 =8
Indian 5 5 =10
Japanese 9 23 =32
Half of Chinese Americans (52%) describe Korean 9 13 —93
themselves as religiously unaffiliated; this Vietnamese 5 15 =20
includes 15% who say they are atheist or
agnostic and 37% who describe their religion 55, 95" 5 13 10
as finothing in particular, o While, Chinese
Americans come primarily from mainland e T s
Chinad where the ruling Communist Party is for the People & the Press 2011, L oeoren el
officially atheist and there are very high PEW RESEARCH CENTER

government restrictions on religion 8 some also
come from Taiwan, Hong Kong and other
places?é Roughly equal portions of U.S.-born
(55%) and foreign-born (51%) Chinese

Religiously Unaffiliated Chinese -

Americans
Americans have no religious affiliation. _
. . . Nothing NET
However, native-born Chinese Americans are Atheist/ in Unaffil -
m likelv than f ian -born Chin Agnostic  particular iated
ore.ley an foreign -bo : inese . % % % N
Americans to say they are atheist or agnostic U.S. Chinese 15 37 -52 728
(28% vs. 12%).
Chinese -
_ ] Americans who
Nearly a third of Japanese Americans (32%) are ¢
are religiously unaffiliated. Here, t 0o, about Native born 28 21 =55 182
Foreign born 12 39 =51 541

equal portions of U.S.-born (31%) and foreign-
. 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q30. Based on U.S. Chinese.
born (34%) Japanese Americans have no Sum of atheist/agnostic and nothing in particular may not
. e s add to net due to rounding.
religious affiliation. A fourth of Korean
Americans (23%) and a fifth of Viethamese
Americans (20%) are religiously unaffiliated.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

28For more information on restrictions on religion in China and other countri e
Forum on Religion & Public Life. 2011. fiRisin g Restrictions on Religion . 06 Washi ngt on, D. C.: August .

www. pewforum .org
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By comparison, fewer Filipino and Indian Americans have no religious affiliation (8% and
10%, respectively).

Some Asian Americans may follow traditions such as Confucianism or Chinese folk religion yet

not necessarily identify with a religious affiliation in the survey. Scholars of Chi nese religion

describe these folk beliefs and practices as #ndif
more fAisystematicd or institutionalized ®eligions

In the U.S. general public, there also are manypeople who have religious beliefs and practices

but do not think of themselves as belonging to an institutionalized religion. Most Americans

who say they have fAino particular religion,o for e
and pray on occasion.The survey provides numerous opportunities for U.S. Asians who do not

identify with a particular religious tradition to describe their spiritual beliefs and practices, if

any, including questions about meditation, ancestral spirits, yoga, reincarnation, sp iritual

energy, astrology and shrines in the home.For details on the beliefs and practices of

unaffiliated Asian Americans, seepages25-260f t he Overview, Chapter 4: i
and Chapter 5: fAReligious Practices. 0

29 See Tang, Wenfang. 2010. AReligion and Politics in China: Evidence from Sur\
Conference of the Social Scientific Study of Religion in China: The Present an d Future of Religion in China. Beijing:  July.

www. pewforum .org
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CHAPTER 2: RELIGIOUS S WITCHING AND INTERMARRIAGE

Roughly a third of Asian Americans (32%) now belong

to a religious tradition different from the one in which Religious Switching Among
they were raised. By compariS§@S the Pew Forumés
AU.S. Readngsoase Surveyo found that 28%,f all
U.S. adults belong to a religion that is different from Compared w/childh %
their childhood faith. 30 Now have different religion 32

Still have same religion 66

Dondt know/ Refuse 2

Japanese, Chinese and Korean Americans are somewhat

more likely to have switched religions than the other o e e oo e
country-of-origin groups. Among Japanese Americans, "

46% currently belong to areligion different from the one

in which they were raised. A similar num ber of Chinese

(43%) and Korean Americans (42%) have
switched religions. By comparison, fewer Filipino
(26%), Vietnamese (22%) and Indian Americans
(16%) have switched faiths.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Conversion Patterns Among U.S.
Asian Groups

Still in
Switched  childhood
.. . . . religion religion DK
Religious switching is more common among (‘1/0 (‘1/0 %
native-born Asian Americans than among U.S. Asians 32 66 2=100
foreign-born Asian Americans. Among those born
in the U.S., 40% presently have a religion U.S. Asian groups
: . : . Chi 43 54 3=100
different from the one in which they were raised. ninese
) . . L Filipino 26 73 *=100
Among foreign-born Asian Americans, this figure | ., 16 82 22100
stands at 30%. Japanese 46 52 1=100
Korean 42 58 *=100
Vietnamese 22 77 1=100
Among U.S.
Asi ans who
Native born 40 58 2=100
Foreign born 30 68 2=100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q41
Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding .

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

30 The figures for switching are not directly comparable between the two surveys because they used slightly different approaches
to categorizing religious affiliation.

www. pewforum .org
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Net Gains and Losses from Religious Switching

Overall, Buddhism had the greatest net loss due to changes in religious affiliation within the
Asian-American community. One-in-ten Asian Americans (10%) were raised Buddhist and
have left the faith, while 2% of Asian Americans have become Buddhist after beingraised in a
different faith (or no faith), resulting in a net loss of eight percentage points due to religious
switching.

Mirroring a pattern seen in

the general public, there Childhood vs. Current Affiliation of U.S. Asians
are substantial gains due to Childhood ~ Entering  Leaving  Current NET
religious switching among religion group group religion change
. . Among U.S. Asians % %

Asian Americans who say Protestant 17 11 5 29 +5
they are not affiliated with Catholic 22 +3 -6 19 -3
any particular religion. Other Christian 1 +1 * 1
Less than a fifth of Asian Buddhist 22 *2 10 14
A . 18% th Hindu 12 * -2 10 -2

mericans ( 0) say they Other religion 7 +2 -2 7 -
were raised without a Unaffiliated 18 +15 =7 26 +8
particular faith, but today Donét know/ I 1 1
about a quarter (26%) say 100 100

H 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q30 and Q41 . Figures may not add to 100% due to

they are religiously founding. .
unaffiliated, a net gain of PEW RESEARCH CENTER

eight percentage points.

There has alsobeen a net gain among Protestants. Less than a fifth of Asian Americans (17%)
say they were raised Protestant, but 22% now describe themselves as Protestant, a net gain of
five percentage points.

Catholicism (with a net loss of three percentage points) and Hinduism (with a net loss of two
percentage points) have stayed roughly the same size.

Among Asian Americans who are religiously unaffiliated today, 42% were religiously
unaffiliated as children. The rest say they were raised in some faith (including 3% who did not
specify their particular childhood religion). Roughly a quarter of those who are now
unaffiliated were raised Buddhist, 14% were raised Protestant, and 10% were raised Catholic.
And whil e about hAarercandifotestantsd(a3Yo)dvere raised ia the
Protestant faith, nearly as many (47%) say they were raised in a different faith, including 18%
who say they were religiously unaffiliated as children.

www. pewforum .org



By contrast, Buddhistsd
a group that has seen
net losses because of
religious switching d are
composed largely of
people who were raised
in the faith. Fully 85% of
Asian-American
Buddhists were raised
as Buddhists. A similar
pattern is seen among
the groups that have
been largely stable,
Catholics and Hindus.

Retention Rates

Among R eligious Groups

Among Asian
Americans, Hindus have
the highest retention
rated the proportion of
people who were raised
in the faith and continue
to be affiliated with it.
Eight-in-ten Asian
Americans who were
raised Hindu still
describe themselves as
Hindu today (81%);
about one-in-eight of
those who were raised
Hindu now describe
themselves as
religiously unaffiliated

57
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Conversion Patterns by Religious Affiliation

Among those currently é
Protestant Catholic Buddhist Hindu  Unaffiliated

% who were raised % % % % %
Protestant 53 3 2 * 14
Catholic 13 86 1 * 10
Buddhist 11 6 85 1 24
Hindu 1 * 1 96 6
Unaffiliated 18 5 8 2 42
Other " 4 ol 3 1 6

100 100 100 100 100
N 860 702 526 333 844
2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q41 . Figures may not add to 100% due to
rounding .
" Includes those who did not specify their childhood religion.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Retention Rates

Among those whowere r ai sedé
Protestant Catholic Buddhist Hindu  Unaffiliated

% who are currently % % % % %
Protestant 71 13 11 1 23
Catholic 4 72 5 *
Buddhist 1 * 54 1
Hindu * * 1 81
Unaffiliated 21 11 27 12 60
Other " 2 3 2 S 4

100 100 100 100 100
N 635 786 810 384 645
2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q41 . Figures may not add to 100% due to

rounding .
Includes those who did not specify their current religion.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

(12%), while the remainder belong to other religious groups or did not give a current religion.
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Roughly severtin-ten Asian Americans who were raised Cattolic (72%) or Protestant (71%)

still practice their childhood religion. Those who have left Catholicism are divided roughly
evenly between those who say they are now Protestant (13%) and those who say they are now
religiously unaffiliated (11%). Among those who were raised Protestant, 21% now describe
themselves as religiously unaffiliated, while smaller numbers say they belong to other faiths.

Buddhists and the religiously unaffiliated have the lowest retention rates among Asian
Americans. Among those whowere raised Buddhist, 54% currently describe their religion as
Buddhism. Roughly a quarter of those who were raised Buddhist (27%) now say they are
religiously unaffiliated, while 11% are Protestant.

Among Asian Americans who were religiously unaffiliated as children, 60% are unaffiliated

today, while 40% are now affiliated with a religion or did not specify a current religion. Nearly
a quarter are Protestant (23%), while 6% are Buddhist, 5% are Cathoic, and 1% are Hindu.

www. pewforum .org
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Religiously Mixed Marriages

Three-quarters of married Asian Americans (76%) have

a spouse of the same religion, while 23% have a spouse  Intermarriage Among U.S.

of a different faith. By c ompar i son, t he PAé"’WS Forumoés

2007 AU.S. Religious Landscape Surveyo '\’ﬁ;ﬁ‘jund that
roughly one-quarter of married people in the general Asians

. . . . Spouseds reli ion %
public have a spouse with a different faith.3 P 5 9 ’
Same as own religion 76

Different than own religion 23

Married Asian Americans who are Hindu are most likely bonét know/ Refuse 2
to be married to someone from their own faith; fully 100
94% of married Hindus are married to other Hindus. 2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on  those

] ] ] . who are married, N= 2,255. Based on Q30 and
Roughly eight-in-ten married Protestants and Catholics =~ Q86 Figures may notadd 1o 100%  due to

rounding .
in the Asian-American community hav e a spouse with
the same religion (81% for both groups).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Smaller but still
substantial numbers of
married Asian-

Intermarriage Patterns

------------- Among married U.S. Asians who ar eé-—---

American Buddhists Protestant  Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffiliated
.. % whose spo % % % % %

and the religiously

. Protestant 81 10 7 3 10
unaffiliated have a Catholic 5 81 8 * 12
spouse of the same Buddhist 1 70 2 10
religion. Seven-in-ten Hindu 1 3 94 5

. . Unaffiliated 8 5 10 1 61
married Buddhists are naate

) Other 3 2 2 1 3
married to other 100 100 100 100 100
Buddhists, while 10% N 566 446 338 251 494
are married to someone 2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on Q30 and Q86 . Based on those who are married and

. .. of each religious group. Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding .
who is religiously

"I'ncludes those who declined to specify their s

unaffiliated, 8% are

married to Catholics,

and 7% are married to

Protestants. Among married Asian Americans who are religiously unaffiliated, six -in-ten (61%)
are married to someone who also is waffiliated, while 12% are married to a Catholic, 10% are
married to a Protestant, and 10% are married to a Buddhist.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

31 The figures for interfaith marriage are not directly comparable between the two surveys because they used slightly different
approaches to categorizing religious affiliation.

www. pewforum .org
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Comfort Level with Marriage across Religious Lines

About a third of Asi an
married someone with
comfortable, 0 and 29%

Religious groups vary widely in their views
about a child marrying someone with different
beliefs. Those with no religious affiliation are
most comfortable with a child of theirs
marrying someone who holds different
religious beliefs (48% very comfortable).
Among Asian-American Buddhists, 37% say
they are very comfortable with a child
marrying outside of their faith, as are 34% of
Hindus, 31% of Catholics and 28% of mainline
Protestants. Evangelical Protestants are the
least likely of these religious groupsto be
comfortable with such a marriage; just 13%
say they would be very comfortable with their
child marrying someone who holds different
religious beliefs.

In addition, native -born Asian Americans are
more likely than those who are foreign born to
be very comfortable with marriage across
religious lines.

di

Americans (34 %)chiday
fferent religious
say they would be

Comfort Level with Interreligious
Marriage
% saying they would be very comfortable if a child of

theirs married someone who has different religious
beliefs

U.S. Asians _ 34
Among U.S. Asians who areé
Unaffiliated _48
Buddhist e e
Catholic _ 31
Protestant - 19
Evangelical - 13
Mainline _ 28
Native born _ 44
Foreign born _ 30
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q68d. Those saying
fisomewhat comfortable, 6 finot toc

comfortable, o
answer are not shown.

d ang thasalwho didwnat give pn

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Asian Americans are less accepting of religious intermarriage than they are of interracial or
interethnic marriage. About half of Asian America
their child married someone from another country of origin, including those with no Asian

background. Asian-American Protestants, Catholics and the unaffiliated are especially likely to

express more comfort with interracial marriage than they do with interfaith marri age.

A direct comparison with the general public is not available on these questions.32

Views of Marriage Across Religious Traditions Among
Asian Americans

% saying they would be very comfortable if a child of theirs married someone who é

Is Asian, but Has
Is not from comes from a Has no different
same different Asian religious
country country background beliefs
% % % %
U.S. Asian s 54 52 49 34
Among U.S. Asian
Protestant 50 49 47 19
Evangelical 49 48 46 13
Mainline 52 50 a7 28
Catholic 60 57 53 31
Buddhist 49 48 43 37
Hindu 42 40 34 34
Unaffiliated 64 61 57 48
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q68a-d.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
32 For more information on intermarriage, including a discussion of similar, but not directly comparable, questions on interracial
and interethnic marriage among the general public, see Pew ResearchCenter 6 s Soci al and Demogr apllc Trends proje
fiThe Rise of Asian Americans . 0 Was hi n gt dume, D. C. :

www. pewforum .org


http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/06/19/the-rise-of-asian-americans/

62
PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE

www. pewforum .org



63
ASIAN AMERICANS

CHAPTER 3: IMPORTANC E OF RELIGION

Compared with the general public, fewer Asian Americans say religion is very important in
their lives, while more say religion is either not too important or not at all important to them.
There are, however, big differences among AsianrAmerican religious groups on this measure.

When it comes to views on the importance of religion, one common indicator of religiou s
commitment, Asian -American Christians are slightly less inclined than Christians in the
general public to say religion is very important in their lives . Asian-American Buddhists and
Hindus, by contrast, are much less inclined than Asian-American Christians to say religion is
very important to them.

Like Americans overall, U.S. Asians generally place a lower priority on leading a very relgious

life than on other life goals, such as being a good parent, having a successful marriage and

owning a home. However, about two-thirds of Asian-American Christians say living a very

religious |life is either fione raveryimpodantmeast | mport a

Views on the Importance of Religion

Four-in-ten U.S. Asians (39%) say religion isvery important in their lives, which is
substantially lower than the percentage of the general public that says the same (58%).
Conversely, the proportion of Asian Americans who say religion is somewhat important (30%)
or not too or not at all important (30%) is substantially higher than the percentage of the
general public that expresses these views (24% say it is somewhat important, and 16% say i
not too or not at all important). There is considerable variation in religious commitment
among U.S. Asian religious groups, however.

www. pewforum .org
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Asian Americans who are
Buddhist or Hindu are much

How Important is Religion in Your Life?

IeSS Ilkely than ASIan- . Very Some - Not too/
American Christians to say important what — Notatal DK
liion i . ant | % % % %
religion is very important in US. Asian s 39 20 20 12100
their lives. About a third of
Asian-American Hindus Among U.S. Asians who
ar e e
0, i 0,
(32%) and Buddhists (27%) Christian o4 08 8 +2100
say rellglon IS very important Protestant 64 27 8 *=100
to them, compared with Evangelical 79 18 3 0=100
about two-thirds of Asian - Mainline 44 41 14 *=100
. Catholic 64 30 6 *=100
American Pr n 4%
erican Protestants (64%) o g, 27 46 26 #2100
and Catholics (also 64%). Hindu 32 51 17 0=100
Among the U.S. public Unaffiliated 4 18 76 2=100
g p
overall, 74% of Protestants
. M 36 32 32 *=100
and 60% of Catholics say en
o _ Women 42 28 28 1=100
religion is very important to
them. 18-34 30 33 37 1=100
35-54 a1 29 29 *=100
The share of AsianAmerican 55 and older 49 29 21 12100
evangelical Protestants who e por 33 30 36 1100
say rel|g|on IS very important Foreign born 41 30 28 1=100
in their lives (79%) is roughly
the same as the share of U.S. general public 58 24 16 1=100
. . . U.S. Christian 70 23 *=100
white evangelicals in the
] . U.S. Protestant 74 21 *=100
general public who say this White evangelical 84 14 2 0=100
(84%). The same pattern is White mainline 48 39 12 1=100
seen among maln“ne U.S. Catholic 60 30 9 1=100
U.S. unaffiliated 14 26 58 2=100

Protestants. Four-in-ten
Asian Americans who are
mainline Protestant say
religion is very important in
their lives (44%), compared

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q33. U.S. general public results

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

are from an August
2010 Pew Research Center survey . Figures may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

with 48% of white mainline Protestants. 33

33 This report compares Asian - American Protestants, Catholics and those who are religiously unaffiliated with  similar subgroups
in the public overall. In these cases, the overall public figures include U.S. Asians as well as all other adults with these religious
affiliations. But for the two Protestant subgroups 0 evangelical and mainline Protestants d the comparisons are between Asian
Americans and those in the general population who are wh ite and not Asian . White evangelicals and white mainline Protestants
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There are more significant differ ences, however, among the unaffiliated. Of Asian Americans
who are unaffiliated with any particular religion, just 4% say religion is very important to

them. Fully three -quarters of unaffiliated U.S. Asians (76%) say religion is not too or not at all
impor tant in their lives, and an additional 18% say religion is somewhat important. Among all
unaffiliated U.S. adults, by comparison, 14% say religion is very important to them, while 58%
say religion is not too or not at all important, and 26% say religion is somewhat important.

As is the case in the general public, AsianRAmerican women are more likely than men to say
religion is very important in their lives. Likewise, older U.S. Asians are more likely than
younger cohorts to say religion is very important. Additionally, Asian immigrants are more
likely than native -born U.S. Asians to say religion is very important to them.

Asian Americans at all levels of

educational attainment are less likely to Religious Commitment by Education
say religion is very important in their lives
than people in the general public with

% saying religion is very important in their lives

similar education levels. mU.S. Asians U.S. general public
Post-graduate [ 29
education 52
I 42
College
graduate 52
I -
Some
college 57
I 4
H.S. grad
or less 63

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q33. Responses of i
i mportant, 6 finot too i mportant, o
knowo and #fAr ef us el genesat putdichnombers are
from an August 2010 Pew Research Center survey.

s o
fi

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

are commonly analyzed in Pew Research Center reports because they are particularly important groups for understanding not
only religious beliefs and practices but also social and politica | attitudes in the U.S
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Religion as fAiOne of the Most I mportant Things?o

In a separate question, survey respondents were asked to rate a handful of possible goafs
including living a very religious life & as one of the most important things in life, very important
(but falling short of the most important), somewhat important or no t important. 34

Being a good parent and
having a successful marriage  Life Goals and Priorities: Asian Americans vs.

top the 1ist ofGeng@lPeblicmo st
i mportant thingwseayiimg Assaicani s fone of the most
Americansd | ives. Other _ .

mU.S. Asians General public

priorities 8 including leading

a very religious lifed trail far Beinga I o

behind. Indeed, of the seven good parent 50

possible goals the survey Havinga [ 54

asked abou, leading a very successful 34
marriage
religious life ranks near the owni _ 32
. wning
bottom of the list; about the a home 20
same percentage of Asian _ 08
. . . Helping others
Americans consider it to be in need 20
one of the most important .
) Being successful _ 27
things as say the same about inahigh -paying 9
career

having a lot of free time to

; L 22
relax or do things they want Living a very 1]

religious life
to do.

Having lots
of free time

The share of Asian

Ameri cans who 2082 Asian fAnferiqan QurveyrRi§ a & General public results are from a January
. . 2010 Pew Resea\rch Center surve?The question wording varied slightly from one

very religious suejoficghg. i s one of

the most important things to PEWRESEARCH CENTER

them is about the same as

the share of the general public that holds the same view (22% vs. 20%). But more Asian

Americans than members of the public overall say living a very religious life is not important to

34 Survey respondents were asked how important seven items are in their lives d being a good parent, having a successful

marriage, owning a home, having a successful career, helping others, having a lot of free time and leading a very religious life.

Respondents wereask ed wh et her e ac honeiotthe most imporant things in your life, or very important but not one of the

most i mportant things, or somewhat Fdrmgeontheselfindingsosee n dPew Reseprchr Cemttero6s Soci al
and Demographic Tr end#%hepRiseofAsiantAmeri@udsl 1 .&asghington, D.C.: June.
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them; a quarter of Asian Americans (25%) say this, compared with about a fifth of all U.S.
adults (19%)235

There also is a lot of diversity of
opinion among Asian-American  Value on Living a Very Religious Life

religious groups on the question o, saying living a very religious life is one of the most important things
of whether leading a very
religious life is one of the most
important things they want to

mU.S. Asians General public

D o
accomplish. Protestant 28
Asian Americans who are
.. . White evangelical 37
Christian @ particularly
evangelical Protestantsd tend to mainine [ 2,
place a higher level of White mainline 16
importance on living a very _ 33
religious life than do other U.S. Catholic 17
Asian religious groups. Full
gious groups. FUly suactist [N =
54% of the evangelical
L n/a
Protestants surveyed say it is
Hindu

=
~

among the most important
things to them. Hindus and n/a
Buddhists, by contrast, are
much less likely to consider
Ailiving a very religious I|ifeo

. 2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Q19c. Those saying
among their top goals. About a the most important things, o fisomewhat i mpc

. . who did not give an answer are not shown. General public results  are from a
f|fth or Iess Of U.S. Asian January 2010 Pew Research Center survey. The question wording varied slightly

Buddhists (19%) and Hindus romene suneyto he e

(17%) say that leading a very

religious life is one of their most

important priorities. Among Asian Americans who are not affiliated with any particular
religion, just 3% say living a very religious life is one of the most important things.

3
Unaffiliated
2

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

35 A similarly worded question was asked of the general public in a 2010 Pew Research Center survey. While these questions are
comparable, they are not identical. (For the exact question wording, see the topline in Appendix 4.) The wording difference is
minor, but it may have affected the responses. Therefore, differe nces between Asian Americans and all U.S. adults should be

interpreted with caution.
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Asian-American Protestantsd particularly evangelicalsd are more likely than Protestants in the
general public to place a high value on living a very religious life. Asian-American Catholics are

also more likely than Catholics in th e general public to say that a very religious life is one of
their most important goals.
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CHAPTER 4: RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

At first glance, Asian Americans appear to place less importance on religion than does the U.S.
public overall. As discussed in the previous chapter, Asian Americans are less likely than
Americans as a whole to say religion is very important in their lives. Asian Americans are also
somewhat less likely to be affiliated with a religious tradition.

These apparent differences, however, largely reflect the religious composition of the Asian
American population & including the relatively large share of Buddhists, Hindus and the
unaffiliated. When it comes to questions about specific religious beliefsd including belief in
God and views of Scriptured Asian-American Christians tend to resemble Christians in the
general public.

Asian-American Protestantsd especially those who are born-again or evangelicad are more
strict in their religious beliefs on some measures than Protestants in the general public. For
example, AsiarnrAmerican Protestants are much more likely than U.S. Protestants overall to say
theirs is the one, true faith leading to eternal life and to say there is only one true way to
interpret the teachings of their faith.

Asian-American Hindus and Buddhists, by contrast, tend to be very inclusive in their
understanding of their own faith. Strong majorities of both groups reject the notion that their
religion is the one, true faith leading to eternal life (or enlightenment) and say instead that
many religions can lead to eternal life (or enlightenment). The vast majority of Hindus and
Buddhists also say there s more than one true way to interpret the teachings of their religion.

The distinctive religious composition of the Asian -American population also helps explain why

U.S. Asians are less likely than the public overall to believe in God, as well as more kely to
believe in reincarnation and to view yoga not just as exercise but as a spiritual practice.
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Belief in God

About eight-in-ten Asian Americans (79%) say they Most Asian Americans Believe

believe in God or a universal spirit. Among the in God or a Universal Spirit
general public, 92% express this view. Do you believe in God or a universal spirit?
Yes

There is near consensus among both AsiarAmerican %
Christians and Christians in the general public on US. Asian s &
belief in God. Fully 95% of Asian-American Among U. S. Asians w
Protestants express bdief in God, as do 99% of Protestant 95
Protestants overall. The same is true among Evangelical 96
Catholics: 97% of Asian-American Catholics and 98%  Manine 9
of U.S. Catholics overall say they believe in God. ;i;t::zt 31

Hindu 91
Nine-in-ten Asian-American Hindus (91%) also Unaffiliated 49
profess belief in God.

Men 77

Women 82
Because Buddktists often view their religion in non -
theistic terms d simply put, many see Buddhism as a 18-34 74
path toward spiritual awakening or enlightenment 35-54 83
rather than as a path to Godd it is not surprising that > d older 82
the proportion of Asian -American Buddhists who say .., 80

they believein God or a universal spirit is Foreign born 79
significantly lower (71%) than among Asian-

American Christians and Hindus. 3¢ U.S. general public 92
U.S. Protestant 99
] ] o White evangelical 100
Among Asian Americans who are religiously White mainline 97
unaffiliated, about half say they believe in God (49%). u.s. Catholic 98
The proportion of unaffiliated adults in the gen eral U.S. unaffiliated 67
public who believe in God is considerably higher 2012 Asian -American Survey.  Q35. Those saying
Anodo and those who did not
(67%) shown. U.S. general public results are from a June

2010 Pew Forum survey.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Younger Asian Americans (ages 18 to 34) are less

likely than older Asian Americans to believe in God.

36 For more on Buddhism, see Richard Hughes Seager, ABuddhism in America, 0 Col
Prebish and Kenneth K. Tarakaf &S8diddbdism fhhédméeacca, 0 University of California
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But there are no significant differences on this question by gender or nativity group (forei gn
born vs. native born).

Views of Sacred Scripture

Asian Americans are less likely than the U.S. public overall to say the Bible and other works of

Scripture are the word of God and should be taken literally, word for word. 37 But here again,

Asian-American Christians tend to resemble Christians in the general public. For example,

Asian-Amer i can Catholicsd views of the Bible are nea
as a whole. Severin-ten Asian-American Catholics (72%) say the Bible is the word of God, as

do the same number of Catholics overall. And 29% of AsianAmerican Catholics say the Bible

should be interpreted literally, as do 27% of Catholics in the general public.

Among Asian-American Protestants, 86% view the Bible as the word of God, as do 82% of
Protestants overall. But there are some differences among subgroups of Protestants. Asian
American mainline Protestants are more likely than white mainline Protestants to say the
Bible is the word of God (75% vs. &%), and they are also more likely than white mainline
Protestants to interpret the Bible literally (26% vs. 17%).

About nine-in-ten Asian-American evangelicals (94%) view the Bible as the word of God, as do
a similar number of white evangelicals in the general public (92%). However, Asian-American
evangelicals arelesslikely than white evangelicals to interpret the Bible literally. About half of
Asian-American evangelicals (52%) say the Bible should be interpreted literally, compared

with two -thirds of w hite evangelicals (65%).

Compared with Asian-American Christians, fewer Hindus and Buddhists say that their

religionbés sacred texts are t h-AmevoarHindus (36%}%0 d . Roug
say that Hindui smbs Hol y inSluding 9fotwhorsay these writifge wor d o f
should be interpreted literally. Among Asian -American Buddhists, about one-in-four (24%)

say their religionbds Holy Script saytheirissredtéxts wor d o
should be taken literally. While the question asked of AsianAmerican Buddhists and Hindus

closely paralleled that asked of Christians, differences in responses among these groups may

reflect different understandings of fAHoly Scriptu

37 The wording o f this question varied depending on the religious affiliation of the respondent. Christians and the unaffilia ted
were asked abowtlews hweBéebaskedTaaho Muslifimishewer e asked abaartd BiddHist, HKdus a n
and those of other faiths were asked about Aithe Holy Scripture.o
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Most Asian Americans who are religiously unaffiliated describe the Bible as written by men
(68%). This is somewhat higher than among the unaffiliated in the general public (57%).

Beliefs about Scripture are linked to age. Younger Asian Americans (ages 18 to 34) ar more

likely than older generations to see Scripture as written by men, and younger Asian Americans
are less likely than older generations to say Scripture should be interpreted literally.
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Views of Scripture

Is Scripture the word of God? If so, is it to be taken literally, word for word?

-- [Holy book] is word of God Written
by men, Other/
NET Word not word Donot
of God Literal Not literal Other of God know
% % % % % %
U.S. Asian s 48 20 24 4 36 15=100
Among U.S. Asians who are ¢
Protestant 86 41 37 8 10 4=100
Evangelical 94 52 36 6 4 2=100
Mainline 75 26 39 10 17 8=100
Catholic 72 29 39 4 23 6=100
Buddhist 24 10 10 3 44 33=100
Hindu 36 9 25 3 43 21=100
Unaffiliated 10 2 7 1 68 22=100
Men 45 17 24 4 40 16=100
Women 52 23 23 5 33 15=100
18-34 40 12 27 2 46 13=100
35-54 50 20 25 5 36 13=100
55 and older 55 29 19 7 25 20=100
Native born 43 11 29 4 45 12=100
Foreign born 50 23 22 4 34 17=100
U.S. general public 68 34 30 4 23 9=100
U.S. Protestant 82 48 30 4 11 6=100
White e vangelical 92 65 23 4 4 4=100
White m ainline 64 17 42 4 25 11=100
U.S. Catholic 72 27 41 3 20 9=100
U.S. unaffiliated 32 12 18 2 57 11=100
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q34a-b. A Ot her 06 includes those who did not
Christians and the wunaffiliated were asked about At he
about Athe Holy Scripture.o U.S g e n/Auguatl201@ surbely bydhe r e Bew | t
Research Center for the People & the Press and the Peyv

Life. Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Many Ways to Reach Eternal Life, Interpret Faith

Among Asian Americans who are
affiliated with a religious tradition,
most (63%) believe that many
religions can lead to eternal life. Far
fewer say that their religion is the
one, true faith leading to eternal life
(29%).

Overall, Asian Americans closely
resemble the general public on this
guestion. There are striking
differences, however, between
Asian-American Protestants and
Protestants in the general public.

Among Asian-American
evangelicals, 72% believe their
religion is the one, true faith leading
to eternal life. By contrast, only
about half of white evangelicals in
the general public (49%) express this
point of view. Compared with Asian -
American evangeicals, the
percentage of AsianAmerican
mainline Protestants who say their
religion is the one, true faith leading
to eternal life is much lower (36%).
However, this group is almost three
times as likely as white mainline
Protestants (13%) in the general
public to say theirs is the one, true
faith.

Compared with Asian-American
Protestants (especially evangelicals),
far fewer Asian-American Catholics

Most Believe Many Religions Can Lead to
Enlightenment or Eternal Life

My religion is the one, true faith leading to eternal life, or many
religions can lead to eternal life

My Many
religion religions N
% %
U.S. Asian s with religious
affiliation 29 63 2,644
Among U. S. Asi ans
Protestant 57 35 860
Evangelical 72 23 489
Mainline 36 52 369
Catholic 23 73 702
Buddhist " 11 79 526
Hindu 4 91 333
Men 27 64 1,282
Women 31 62 1,362
18-34 26 68 583
35-54 28 66 1,009
55 and older 33 56 1,002
Native born 28 68 564
Foreign born 29 62 2,076
U.S. general public with
religious affiliation 29 65 2,459
U.S. Protestant 36 59 1,592
White e vangelical 49 a7 675
White m ainline 13 82 566
U.S. Catholic 18 77 679

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q40. Based on those with religious

affiliation; this excludes the unaffiliated and those who did not give a

response on religious affiliation. Responses of neither/both equally (vol.)

and those who did not give a response are not sho wn. U.S. general public
results are froma July  -August 2008 survey by the Pew Research Center
for the People & the Press and the Pew
Religion & Public Life.

"Question
l eading to

wording for Buddhi sts was
enlightenment, or many

A my
rel i
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(23%) say their religion is the one, true faith; nearly three -quarters of Asian-American
Catholics (73%) say many religions
can lead to eternal life. Asian-
American Catholics closely resemble ~ Most Believe There is More Than One Way
to Interpret Teachings of Their Religion

Catholics in the general public on

this question. There is only ONE true way to interpret the teachings of my
religion, or there is MORE than one true way

0, ; ; ; More than
Just 4% of Asian-American Hindus Onetrue  one frue
say their faith is the only one leading way way N
. . . . 0, 0,
to eternal life, while about nine-in- % &
L. U.S. Asian s with religious
ten (91%) say many religions can affiliation 24 67 2,644
lead to eternal life. Similarly, just
11% of AsianAmerican Buddhists Among U.S. Asian
heir faith is th h Protestant 42 50 860
say their faith is the one true pat Evangelical 53 a1 489
leading to enlightenment; roughly Mainline 28 63 369
eight-in-ten say many religions can Catholic 23 70 702
lead to enlightenment (79%). Buddist 11 s 526
Hindu 5 90 333
Most religiously affiliated Asian Men 20 72 1,282
Americans believe the teachings of Women 28 63 1,362
their religion can be interpreted in
. . 18-34 17 78 583
many ways. Two-thirds believe there
. 35-54 25 67 1,009
is more than one true way to 55 and older 31 57 1,002
interpret the teachings of their faith
(67%), while about a quarter believe  Native born 21 76 564
Foreign born 25 65 2,076

there is only one true way (24%).

U.S. general public with

Here again’ the beliefs of Asian religious affiliation 27 68 30,236
Americans closely resemble the U-S. Protestant 82 63 18,981

. fth bli I White evangelical 43 52 8,204
views of the public overall. But White mainline 14 82 6,784
Asian-American Protestants are U.S. Catholic 19 77 8,047
more inCIinEd than Protestants in 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q39. Based on those with religious

. . affiliation; this excludes the unaffiliated and those who did not give a
the general pUb“C to Say there IS response on religious affiliation. Responses of neither/both equally (vol.)
. and those who did not give a response are not shown. U.S. general public

Only one correct Way to mterpret results are from the Pew Forumbés 2007 AU
their faith (42% and 32%, PEW RESEARCH CENTER

respectively).
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The belief that there is only one true way to interpret their faith is most common among Asian -
American evangelicals, with 53% expressing this view. Far fewer AsianRAmerican mainline
Protestants (28%) and Catholics (23%) take this position. And even fewer Buddhists (11%) and
Hindus (5%) say there is only one true way to interpret their faith.

Among those with a religious affiliation, younger Asian Americans are more likely than older

generations to say thereare many ways to interpret their faith. Men with a religious affiliation
are a bit more inclined than women to say there are many ways to interpret their faith.
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Heaven and Hell

Asian Americans are somewhat less likely
than the general public to believe in heaven
and hell. Six-in-ten Asian Americans (60%)
say they believe in heaven, defined in the
survey as a place where people who have led
good lives are eternally rewarded. Half say
they believe in hell (50%), where people who
have led bad lives and die without repentance
are eternally punished. Among the U.S.
general public, 74% believe in heaven and
59% believe in hell.

Asian-American Christians tend to resemble
Christians in the general public in their views
of heaven and hell. Among Asian Americans,
about nine-in-ten evangelical Protestants
(91%) and Catholics (89%) believe in heaven,
as do three-quarters of mainline Protestants.
Eight-in-ten Asian-American evangelicals
(81%) believe in hell, as do 71% of Catholics.
Fewer Asian-American mainline Protestants
believe in hell (57%). These figures are
roughly comparable with or even slightly
higher than those seen among white
evangelicals, Catholics and white mainline
Protestants in the general public.

Belief in heaven and hell tendsto be less
common among Asian-American Buddhists,
Hindus and the religiously unaffiliated than
among Asian-American Christians. About half
of Asian-American Buddhists believe in

Belief in Heaven and Hell

% saying they believe i
Heaven Hell

% %
U.S. Asian s 60 50

Among U.S. Asians

Protestant 85 71
Evangelical 91 81
Mainline 75 57
Catholic 89 71
Buddhist 52 51
Hindu 45 34
Unaffiliated 27 21
Men 57 49
Women 64 51
18-34 57 49
35-54 62 54
55 and older 65 48
Native born 60 45
Foreign born 61 52
U.S. general public 74 59
U.S. Protestant 83 72
White evangelical 87 83
White mainline 76 54
U.S. Catholic 82 60
U.S. unaffiliated 41 30

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q38c-d. Responses
those who did not give a response are not shown. u.s.
gener al public results are fro
Rel i gious Landscape Survey. o

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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heaven (52%) and hell (51%). Among AsiarAmerican Hindus, nearly half believe in heaven

(45%) and about a third believe in hell (34%).
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Roughly three-in-ten religiously unaffiliated Asian Americans believe in heaven (27%), and
one-in-five believe in hell (21%). These numbers are lower than among the overall unaffiliated
public (41% believe in heaven, 30% believe in hell).

Angels and Evil Spirits

About six-in-ten Asian Americans (58%)
believe in angels. Belief in angels is most
common among Asian-American evangelicals % saying they believe in

Belief in Angels and Evil Spirits

(91%) and Catholics (86%), followed by Evil
o . Angels spirits
mainline Protestants (74%). Far fewer Asian- % %
American Buddhists (49%), Hindus (38%) U.S. Asian s 58 51
and the religiously unaffiliated (25%) believe
inangels. Among U.S. Asians
Protestant 84 71
Evangelical 91 81
More Asian-American women than men Mainline 74 58
believe in angels (63% and 53%, respectively). Catholic 86 67
And Asian Americans who are ages 55 and Buadhist 49 54
Id likelv th dult Hindu 38 28
older are more likely ' an.younger adults Unaffiliated os 09
(ages 18 to 34) to beliew in angels.
Men 53 48
Half of Asian Americans (51%) say they Women 63 54
believe in evil spirits. Eight -in-ten Asian-

_ _ _ ) _ 18-34 51 50
American evangelicals (81%) believe in evil 35.54 61 52
spirits, as do two-thirds of Catholics (67%) 55 and older 64 51
and nearly six-in-ten mainline Protestants
(58%). About half of Asian-American Native born >9 >3

. . . . Foreign born 58 50
Buddhists (54%) say they believe in evil
L. ) ) . L. ) 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q38e-f. Responses of
Spll’ltS. Belief in evil SpIrItS is much less those who did not give a response are not shown.

common, however, among Asian-American PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Hindus (28%) and those who are religiously
unaffiliated (29%).

Comparisons with the general public are not available on these beliefs.
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Ancestral Spirits, Spiritual Energy, Yoga, Reincarnation and Astrology

Roughly four-in-ten Asian Americans believe in ancestral spirits (41%), and the same

proportion believes in yoga not just as exercise but as a spiritual practice. Abouta third of

Asian Americans (35%) believe in spiritual energy located in physical things such as

mountains, trees or crystals. Roughly as many believe in reincarnation (34%), that people will

be reborn in this world again and again. And three-in-ten believe in astrology, that the position

of the stars and planets can affect peopleds I|ive

While a significant minority of the general public shares these beliefs, they tend to be more
widely embraced by Asian Americans38 For instance, 23% of the general public expresses
belief in yoga as a spiritual practice, compared with 41% of Asian Americans overall.

Buddhists stand out from other Asian -American religious groups for high levels of belief in
ancestral spirits (67%) and spiritual energy located in physical things (58%). Hindus stand out
from other Asian-American religious groups for their high level of belief in yoga as a spiritual
practice (73%). Buddhists and Hindus are also more likely than other Asian-American
religious groups to believe in reincarnation and astrology.

38See Pew Research Centerds For um o nfiMBw Amegcans hix MultifleuFaiths ¢ . bi Was h2 @@% on, D. C.:
December. The question about belief in ancestral spirits was not asked of the general public
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Other Spiritual Beliefs

% saying they believe in é
Ancestral Spiritual Reincar -
spirits Yoga energy nation Astrology
% % % % %

U.S. Asian s 41 41 35 34 30
Among'U.S. Asians who
areé
Protestant 27 21 19 16 14

Evangelical 24 18 15 14 10

Mainline 31 26 25 18 19
Catholic 49 31 31 32 31
Buddhist 67 58 58 64 50
Hindu 34 73 46 59 53
Unaffiliated 37 42 34 26 23
Men 39 40 33 33 29
Women 43 41 36 34 31
18-34 39 43 37 37 28
35-54 39 42 33 34 32
55 and older 46 37 34 31 29
Native born 40 37 27 28 20
Foreign born 42 42 37 36 33
U.S. general public - 23 26 24 25
U.S. Protestant - 18 20 20 21

White evangelical -- 12 15 11 13

White mainline -- 24 27 24 24
U.S. Catholic - 27 29 28 29
U.S. unaffiliated - 28 30 25 25

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q38a-b,g-i. Responses of Ainoo and those wh
are not shown. U.S. general public results are from an August 2009 survey by the Pew Research
Center for the People & the Press and the Pew Reseal

fi--0 iicates the question was not asked.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Compared with Buddhists and Hindus, fewer Asian-American Christians share these spiritual
beliefs. Asian-American Christians tend to resemble Christians in the general public on these
measures. For example, threein-ten Asian-American Catholics (31%) believe in yoga as a

spiritual practice, about the same proportion as among Catholics in the general public (27%).
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A similar share of Asian-American Catholics (32%) and Catholics in the general public (28%)
believe in reincarnation.

However, Asian-American Buddhists and Catholics are more likely than other Asian-American
religious groups to believe in ancestral spirits. About two -thirds of Asian-American Buddhists
(67%) believe in ancestral spirits as do about half of AsianAmerican Catholics (49%). Fewer
Asian-American Protestants (27%), Hindus (34%) and unaffiliated (37%) believe in ancestral
spirits. Comparisons with the general public are not available on this question.

More foreign -born than native -born Asian Americans express a belief in astrology, spiitual
energy and reincarnation. A third of Asian immigrants (33%) believe in astrology, compared
with one-in-five Asians born in the U.S. (20%). Asian immigrants are also more likely than
U.S.-born Asians to believe in spiritual energy (37% vs. 27%) and réncarnation (36% vs. 28%).
Asian immigrants are about asinclined as U.S-born Asians to believe in ancestral spirits and
in yoga as a spiritual practice.

The survey also asked Buddhists whether they believe

in nirva na and Hindus whether they believe in Belief in Nirvana/Moksha
moksha. These concepts refer to the ultimate state in Do you believe in nirvana/moksha, the
which suffering is transcended and individual ulimate state transcending pain and  desire

. . . in which individual consciousness ends?
consciousness ends. About half of AsianRAmerican

Buddhists (51%) say they believe in nirvana, while Among U.S. Asiai

. . . . Buddhist Hindu
six-in-ten Asian-American Hindus (59%) say they % %
believe in moksha. Yes 51 59

No 30 27

Other (VOL.) 2

Dondét kn 17 13
100 100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q36. Buddhists were
asked about nirvana, while Hindus were asked

about moksha. Other religious groups were not

asked this question. Figures may not sum to 100%

due to rounding.
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CHAPTER 5: RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

Asian-American Christians are about as likely as Christians overall to say they engage in daily
prayer and even more likely to report that they attend religious worship services at least once a
week.But U.S. Asians as a whole are more likely than the geneal public to say they seldom or
never pray, and they are somewhat more likely to say they seldom or never attend religious
services.Buddhist and unaffiliated Asian Americans are particularly likely to say they rarely
pray or attend religious services.

More than eight-in-ten Asian Americans celebrate Christmas, and nearly nine-in-ten celebrate
Thanksgiving. But many also maintain distinctive religious and cultural practices, such as
celebrating the Lunar New Year and keeping a shrine or temple in their home. By contrast,
meditation & a practice commonly associated with some but not all, types of Buddhisma turns
out to be a relatively infrequent practice among Asian-American Buddhists. A majority say
they seldom or never meditate, while just one-in-seven engages in meditation on a daily basis.

www. pewforum .org
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Worship Attendance

Two-thirds of Asian

Americans (67%) say they Frequency of Worshi p Service Attendance
attend religious services at Weekly or Monthly/  Seldom/
least a few times a year, more vearly  Never DK
. . % % % %
0,
including 32% who say they U.S. Asian s 32 35 33 1=100
attend at least once a week.
The remaining third of Asian Among U.S. Asians who
Americans (33%) say they are ¢
Id d Protestant 61 26 13 1=100
seldom or never atten Evangelical 76 17 7 *=100
religious services. These Mainline 42 38 19 1=100
figures indicate somewhat Catholic 60 28 11 1=100
lower attendance ratesthan Buddhist 12 52 36 *=100
Hindu 19 66 14 *=100
those reported by U.S. adults Unaffliated 1 3 26 2100
overall.
Men 31 36 32 1=100
But Asian-American Women 33 33 33 '=100
Protestants and Catholics are
_ _ 18-34 24 41 35 *=100
more likely to attend worship 55 5, 33 35 3 *2100
services weekly than 55 and older 41 29 30 1=100
Protestants and Catholics in
. . Foreign born 33 35 31 1=100
Asian Americans, three-
quarters of evangelicals U.S. general public 36 34 28 1=100
(76%) say they attend U.S. Protestant 48 34 17 1=100
religious services at least White evangelical 64 25 10 1=100
White mainline 25 45 29 1=100
0,
once a.week, as do 60% of U.S. Catholic 39 44 17 1=100
Catholics and 42% of U.S. unaffiliated 5 24 70 1=100
malnlme Protestants. By 2012 Asian -American Survey. ATTEND. U.S. general publicre  sults are based on
- . aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Resear ch Center for the People
Companson! 64% Of Whlte & the Press in 2011 (N=17,992) . Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding

evangelicals say they attend PEW RESEARCH CENTER

services at least once a week,
as do 39% of Cathdics
overall and 25% of white mainline Protestants.

Asian-American Protestants and Catholics born in the U.S. are less likely than Asian
immigrant Protestants and Catholics, respectively, to attend services at least weekly.
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Far fewer Asian-American Buddhists (12%) and Hindus (19%) say they attend a house of
worship weekly. More than a third of Asian -American Buddhists (36%) say they seldom or
never attend religious services, while about half (52%) attend monthly or yearly. There are no
significant differe nces in frequency of worship service attendance between AsiarAmerican
Buddhists who were born abroad and those born in the U.S. About one-in-seven Asian
American Hindus (14%) say theyseldom or never attend religious services, while two-thirds
(66%) attend monthly or yearly. (There were not enough Hindus surveyed to allow for separate
analysis of the native born and foreign born.) As shown below, however, AsiarAmerican
Buddhists and Hindus are more likely than Asian -American Christians to have a shrine or
temple in their home.

There are no significant differences between AsianAmerican men and women in their

reported rates of worship service attendance. But older Asian Americans (ages 55 and older)
are more likely than their younger counterparts to attend services at least once a week. And
foreign-born Asian Americans, as a whole, are a bit more likely than U.S:born Asians to attend
services at least occasionally.

www. pewforum .org
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Religious Attendance at Multiple Locations

Nearly four-in-ten Asian Americans (37%) say they sometimes attend religious services at
more than one place, aside from when they are traveling or going to special events such as
weddings and funerals. About a quarter of U.S. Asians (26%) say they always attend at the
same place. Asian Americans are about as likely as the general public overall to attend services
at multiple locations.

Asian-American Hindus (54%) and Catholics (50%) are most likely to say they attend religious
services at different places.One-third or more of Asian -American Buddhists (39%), mainline
Protestants (38%) and evangelical Protestants (36%) say theyat least occasionally attend
religious services at more than one place.

Asian-American Protestantsd both evangelical and mainlined are similar to their respective
counterparts in the general public with regard to worship attendance at multiple locations. But
Asian-American Catholics are somewhat more likely to attend services at multiple locations
(50%) than are Catholics in the general public (40%).

Attendance at multip le locations, however, can have two very different meanings. It can mean
that a respondent attends services of more than one faith. Or it can mean that a respondent
attends services at more than one house of worship, though always of the same faith such as
at two Catholic parishes or at several different Hindu temples. The survey asked a followup
guestion to determine whether respondents who worship at multiple places always go to
services of the same faith. About onein-five Asian Americans (19%) say theyat least
occasionally go to worship services of a different faith, not counting when they are traveling or
attending special events such as funerals and weddings. More than twice as many (44%) say
they attend services of only their own faith.3°

The survey finds few differences across religious groups on this question. Among Asian
Americans, Hindus are the most likely to say they attend worship services of a faith other than
their own (30%).

Among U.S. Asians overall, those who attend services monthly oryearly are more likely than
those who attend more frequently to go to services of different faiths (33% for monthly/yearly
attenders and 23% for weekly attenders).

39 For similar, but not directly comparable, findings amo ng the general publ i c, see Pew Research Centerods
Public Life. 2009.  fiMany Americans Mix Multiple Faiths .0 Washington, @&.C.: Decemb

www. pewforum .org
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Worship Attendance at Multiple Locations

-- Different places --

NET Seldom/
Always Different Different One Never
same place places religions religion attend DK/Ref
% % % % % %
U.S. Asian s 26 37 19 18 33 5=100
Among U.S. Asians
Protestant 46 37 19 17 13 5=100
Evangelical 53 36 19 17 7 4=100
Mainline 37 38 21 18 19 5=100
Catholic 36 50 23 28 11 3=100
Buddhist 19 39 21 17 36 6=100
Hindu 23 54 30 24 14 8=100
Unaffiliated 6 15 9 6 76 4=100
Men 25 38 19 19 32 5=100
Women 26 36 18 18 33 4=100
18-34 20 40 22 18 35 4=100
35-54 26 38 17 21 32 4=100
55 and older 33 34 19 14 30 4=100
Native born 26 33 18 15 39 3=100
Foreign born 26 38 19 19 31 5=100
Attend services €
Weekly or more 50 47 23 24 -- 3=100
Monthly/Yearly 28 63 33 30 - 9=100
U.S. general public 36 35 n/a n/a 27 2=100
U.S. Protestant 43 39 n/a n/a 16 2=100
White evangelical 54 37 n/a n/a 8 1=100
White mainline 35 31 n/a n/a 33 1=100
U.S. Catholic 42 40 n/a n/a 17 2=100
U.S. unaffiliated 10 19 n/a n/a 69 2=100

2012 Asian -American Survey. ATTEND/ Q73-74. ADK/ Ref o column combines respondents who
those who did not give an answer to ATTEND. Those who did not give an answer to Q74 are not shown. General public results  are
from an August 2009 survey by Pew Research Center for the People & the Press and Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life. Figures

may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org



88
PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE

Prayer and Meditation

Four-in-ten Asian Americans
(40%) say they pray at least Frequency of Prayer

once a day outside of Daily or Weekly/ Seldom/

religious services. But nearly more  Monthly Never DK
% % % %

as many (35%) say they . ’ ’ ° ’

U.S. Asian s 40 24 35 2=100
seldom or never pray. Among
the general public, by Among U.S. Asian
contrast, more than half of Protestant 60 26 12 2=100

. E lical 72 21 6 1=100

all adults say they pray daily vangelca
0 . o Mainline 46 32 19 3=100
(56%), while one-in-five say i 0iic 61 27 11 1100
they seldom or never pray Buddhist 29 32 38 1=100
(19%). Hindu 48 32 18 2=100

Unaffiliated 6 11 81 2=100
As .Wlth other rellglous | Men 33 7 38 32100
beliefs and practices, Asian Women 46 21 32 1=100
American Christians closely
resemble Christians in the 18-34 21 21 44 2=100

. . 35-54 45 22 31 1=100
public overall on their

55 and older 49 22 27 2=100
frequency of prayer. For
example, more than seven Native born 32 26 41 1=100
in-ten Asian-American Foreign born 42 23 33 2=100
evangelicals (72%) say they _

U.S. general public 56 23 19 2=100
pray at least once a day, U.S. Protestant 68 22 9 2=100
compared with 78% of white White evangelical 78 18 4 1=100
evangelicals. AsianrAmerican White mainline 50 30 17 2=100
Catholics are slightly more U.S. Catholic 55 31 13 27100

U.S. unaffiliated 22 20 55 3=100

likely than Catholics overall

. 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q71 . U.S. general public results are from an August
to say they pray daily (61% 2009 survey by ~ Pew Research Ce nter for the People & the Press and the Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life. Figures may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
vs. 55%).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asian-American Hindus and

Buddhists are less likely to engage in daily prayer thanAsian-American Christians. Among
Asian-American Hindus, about half say they pray at least once a day (48%), as do about three
in-ten Buddhists (29%). The concept of prayer to a God or a universal spirit may be less
common among Buddhists in part because Buddhists often see their religion in non -theistic
terms, viewing Buddha as a revered pathfinder or teacherrather than as God or a god.Nearly
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four-in-ten Asian-American Buddhists (38%) say they seldom or never prayd the highest of
any Asian-American religious group except for the unaffiliated.

Among Asian Americans who are unaffiliated with any particular religion, 6% say they pray
daily, 11% say they pray on a weekly or monthly basis, and fully eightin-ten say they seldom or
never pray (81%). Theserates of prayer are substantially lower than those seen among the
religiously unaffiliated in the general public, among whom 22% say they pray every day and
20% say they pray weekly or monthly.

As with the U.S. general public, Asian-American women pray more frequently than do Asian-
American men (46% of women say they pray at least daily, compared with 33% of men).
Younger Asian Americans (ages 1834) tend to pray less frequently than their older
counterparts. And Asian immigrants tend to pray more often than U.S.-born Asians.

www. pewforum .org



A third of Asian Americans
(34%) say they meditate as a
religious or spiritual exercise

at least once a week, while an

additional 8% meditate a few
times a month. More than
half (56%) say they seldom
or never meditate.

Interestingly, meditation &
a practice commonly
associated with some
(though not all) types of
Buddhismd is relatively
uncommon among Asian-
American Buddhists. A
majority (61%) say they
seldom or never meditate,
while about three-in-ten
(27%) engage in meditation
at least weekly, a lower rate
than among Asian-American
Protestants (46%), Catholics
(47%) and Hindus (44%).
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Frequency of Meditation

A few
Weekly times Seldom/
or more month Never DK
% % % %

U.S. Asian s 34 8 56 2=100
Among U.S. Asian
Protestant 46 7 43 3=100

Evangelical 57 6 34 4=100

Mainline 32 9 56 3=100
Catholic 47 7 45 2=100
Buddhist 27 12 61 1=100
Hindu 44 13 42 *=100
Unaffiliated 11 6 82 1=100
Men 32 8 58 2=100
Women 36 7 55 2=100
18-34 25 8 65 2=100
35-54 36 8 54 1=100
55 and older 43 7 48 2= 100
Native born 26 66 1=100
Foreign born 37 53 2=100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q72 . Figures may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asimilar, t hough not directly comparable, question

Landscape Surveyo found that 39% of U.S. adults
week. However, the 2007 survey did mntoat specify

exercise, 0 and it provided fi4¥e rather than sev
40 Inthe Asian -Amer i cans survey, response options were fiseveral times a day, once
few times a month, sel dom, or never .o Response options for the 2007 AU. S.

week , once or t wice a mont h, several times a year, sel dom, or never .o
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Shrines and Temples in the Home

About three-in-ten Asian Americans (29%)
maintain a shrine or temple in their home for
prayer. This practice is most common among
Hindus (78%).

A majority of Asian -American Buddhists (57%)
also say they havea shrine in their home, as do
four-in-ten Asian-American Catholics.
Maintaining a shrine or temple in the home is
far less common amongAsian-American
evangelicals (5%) and mainline Protestants
(7%), as well as among those who are
unaffiliated with any particular religion (13%).

Asian immigrants are more likely than U.S. -
born Asians to have a shrine or temple at
home.

Comparisons with the general public are not
available on this question.

Do You Have a Shrine or Temple in

Your Home?
Yes
%
U.S. Asian s 29
Among U.S. Asians
who areé
Protestant 6
Evangelical
Mainline 7
Catholic 40
Buddhist 57
Hindu 78
Unaffiliated 13
Men 33
Women 26
18-34 26
35-54 30
55 and older 34
Native born 15
Foreign born 34

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q76
100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

No
%
70

94
94
92
60
43
20
87

67
73

74
69
65

85
65

DK
%
1=100

*=100
*=100
*=100
*=100
1=100
1=100
1=100

1=100
1=100

*=100
1=100
1=100

*=100
1=100

. Figures may not sum to
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Fasting

About three-in-ten Asian Americans overall
(29%) say theyfast during holy times. A
majority of Asian -American Catholics (56%)
say they fast during holy times, as do 41% of
Hindus. Fasting is less common among other
religious groups. Among Asian-American
Buddhists, evangelicals, mainline Protestants
and the religiously unaffiliated, rou ghly three-
guarters or more say fasting is not a part of the
way they practice their religion.

There are no substantial differences on the
guestion of fasting between U.S. Asian men
and women. Asian immigrants are a bit more
likely than U.S.-born Asians to fast during holy
times. And older Asian Americans (ages 55 and
older) are slightly more likely than younger
Asian Americans (ages 18 to 34) to fast during
holy times.

Comparisons with the general public are not
available on this question.

Do you Fast During Holy Times?

U.S. Asian s

Among U. S.

Protestant
Evangelical
Mainline

Catholic

Buddhist

Hindu

Unaffiliated

Men
Women

18-34
35-54
55 and older

Native born
Foreign born

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q78
100% due to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asi al

Yes

%
29

18
23
12
56
26
41

28
29

26
29
32

21
31

No
%
70

81
75
88
44
73
59
93

70
70

73
70
67

78
68

DK
%
1=100

1=100
2=100
0=100
1=100
2=100
*=100
1=100

1=100
1=100

*=100
*=100
1=100

1=100
1=100

. Figures may not sum to
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Holiday Ce lebrations

More than eight-in-ten Asian Americans
overall (83%) say they celebrate Christmas. Most Asian Americans Celebrate
This includes upwards of nine-in-ten Asian- Christmas and Thanksgiving
American Christians, along with roughly three -
guarters of Buddhists (76%) and Hindus Christmes  Thanksgiving
(73%). About eight-in-ten (78%) U.S. Asians % %
who are religiously unaffiliated also say they U.S. Asian s 83 87
celebrate Christmas.

% saying they celebrate

Among U.S. Asians who

are €
Among all U.S. Asians, nearly nine-in-ten Protestant 93 92
(87%) say they celebrate Thanksgiving. This Evangelical 94 93
includes roughly eight-in-ten Buddhists (82%) Mainiine 92 o
. o Catholic 99 98
and about three-quarters of Hindus (76%). Buddhist 76 82
Hindu 73 76
Overwhelming majorities of both native - and Unaffiliated 78 82
foreign-born Asian Americans celebrate both
. .. . Native born 89 92
Ch.rlstmas and Thanksgiving. .However, earlier Foreign born 81 g5
arrivals to the U.S. are more likely than recent Arrived 2000 -2012 75 78
Asian immigrants (those arriving since 2000) Avrrived before 2000 84 88
to celebrate Christmas and Thanksgiving.
U.S. general public 95 n/a

. . . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q79a -b . Those sayi
HOIIday CEIGbratIOnS can, Of course, entall sometimes (VOL.) and those who did not give an answer are

o . . . not shown. U.S. g eneral public results  are from a December
religious, secular or a mix of both practices; the 2010 caiupusa Today poll.
survey questions did not ask about the kinds of ~ peEw RESEARCH CENTER

practices that respondents have in mind with

regard to these celebrations.
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Many Asian countriesd including China,

Korea, Japan and Vietnamd use a lunar Celebrating the Lunar New Year
calendar in addition to the solar calendar Among Chinese, Korean, Japanese and Viethamese
commonly used in the United States. Americans
Other/
Yes No DK N
Among religious groups from these four % % %
countries of origin, r oughly eight-in-ten All Asked 68 29 2=100 2,218
Buddhists (81%) and Catholics (77%) say they
Among Chinese,
: . Vietnamese Americans
the Protestants in these country-of-origin Who areé
groupsd including 49% of evangelicalsd also Protestant 51 46  3=100 682
celebrate the start of the lunar year. Evangelical 49 47 4=100 389
Mainline 54 44 2=100 292
I hirds of Chi Catholic 77 22 1=100 297
Overall, two-thirds of Chinese, Buddhist 81 18 1=100 475
Korean, Japanese and Vietnanese Americans Unaffiliated 72 26 2=100 700
(68%) celebrate the Lunar New Year#!
Commemoration of the Lunar New Year is Native born 54 4l 47100 560
. . . Foreign born 73 25 1=100 1,652
0
hlghest.among Vle.tnamese Americans (93%) Arrived 2000 -2012 84 16 *=100 289
and Chinese Americans (82%) who are about Arrived before 2000 69 20 2=100 1,243
as likely to celebrate the Lunar New Year as to
celebrate Thanksgiving. Fewer Korean U.S. Asian groups
. . Chi 82 15 3=100 695
Americans (45%) and Japanese Americans mese
o Japanese 30 67 3=100 515
(30%) say they celebrate the Lunar New Year. |, ...n 45 53 2-100 504
Vietnamese 93 6 1=100 504
Asian immigrants, especially those who have 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q79c . This question was not
. . ked of Chi fi Tai . Fi t t
come to the U.S. since 2000, are more likely 100% due to rounding, oo
than native-born Asians from these countries PEW RESEARCH CENTER

of origin to celebrate the Lunar New Year.
Among JapaneseAmericans, however, this
pattern is reversed; 39% of U.S:-born Japanese Americans say they celebrate the Lunar New
Year, compared with 18% of foreign-born Japanese Americans.

41 Due to a programming error, this question was not asked of Chinese Americans from Taiwan .
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Indian Americans were asked whether they

celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights.

Sevenin-ten Indian Americans say they
celebrate Diwali, including 95% of Indian
Hindus and 45% of non-Hindus.

Celebrating Diwali

Among Indian Americans

Yes

%

U.S. Indians 70
Indian Hindus 95

Indian non -Hindus 45

No
%
26
4
49

Other/
DK

%
4=100
2=100
7=100

580
323
257

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q79d. Figures may not sum to

100% due to rounding.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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CHAPTER 6: SOCIAL AN D POLITICAL ATTITUDE S

Asian Americans, as a whole,are more politically liberal than the general public and tilt more
toward the Democratic Party than toward the Republican Party . But Asians who are
evangelical Protestants tend to favor the GOP, and they are more likely than other Asian-
American religious groups overall to say they are politically conservative.

Asi an Americanso6 attitudes on social issues such
religious group according to the same basic patternasin the general public. But this is not true

when it comes to opinions about the size of government. On this question, Asian-American

Protestants, Catholics and the unaffiliated are more likely than their counterparts in the

general public to prefer a bigger government offering more servicesrather than a smaller

government providing fewer services.Half of Asian-American Protestants (52%) prefer a

bigger government, compared with about a third of all U.S. Protestants (37%). The difference

is starker among evangelicals:Half of U.S. Asianevangelical Protestantsprefer a bigger

government (51%), significantly more than the 20% of white evangelicals in the generalpublic

who say the same

www. pewforum .org
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Political Party

About half of Asian-American registered
voters are Democrats or lean toward the
Democratic Party (52%), while 32%
identify with or lean toward the GOP.
Among all registered voters, 49% fall in the
Democratic camp and 45% are Republican.
Compared with the general public,
however, more Asian-American voters
across all religious groups say they do not
lean toward either party.

Political divisions among Asian-American
religious groups mostly mirror those in the
general public. U.S. Asian Protestant voters
tend to identify with or lean toward the
GOP (47%) more than the Demaocratic
Party (36%), as do Protestants in the
general public (51% vs. 43%).

Republicans fare even better among Asian
American evangelical registered voters;
more than half are Republican or lean
toward the Republican Party (56%).
However, support for the GOP among
Asian-American evangelicals is lower than

Party Identification

Based on registered voters

Rep/
lean
Rep
%
U.S. Asian s 32
Among U.S. Asians
who areé
Protestant 47
Evangelical 56
Mainline 37
Catholic 42
Buddhist 27
Hindu 9
Unaffiliated 21
U.S. general public 45
U.S. Protestant 51
White evangelical 70
White mainline 49
U.S. Catholic 48
White Catholic 53
U.S. u naffiliated 31

Dem/
lean

Dem No lean

%
52

36
28
44
41
56
72
63

49
43
24
44
44
39
62

%
16=100

17=100
16=100
18=100
17=100
17=100
19=100
16=100

6=100
5=100
6=100
6=100
9=100
8=100
7=100

1,936

520
278
241
430
276
139
423

1,172
606
262
210
248
198
213

2012 Asian -American Survey. PARTY, PARTYLN. General public

results are from a February 2012
Center for the People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

survey by the Pew Research

among white evangelical voters in the general public (70%).

Mainline Protestant Asian Americans tend to diverge from white mainline Protestant voters on
party identification. Among U.S. Asian mainline Protestants, 44% say they are Democras or

lean Democratic, while 37% are Republicars or lean Republican. Among white mainline

Protestants, 44% also say they are Democras or lean Democratic, but almost half (49%) are

Republicans or lean Republican.

U.S. Asians who ae religiously unaffiliated lean strongly toward the Democratic Party, as do
the unaffiliated in the general public. Among unaffiliated Asian Americans who are registered
to vote, 63% say they are Demacrats or lean Democratic and 21% are Republican or lean

www. pewforum .org
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Republican. Similarly, 62% of unaffiliated voters in the general public identify with or lean
toward the Democratic Party, while 31% identify with or lean toward the GOP.

Asian-American Buddhists and Hindus are also more likely to be Democrats than Republicans.
Indeed, among U.S. Asian Hindus who are registered to vote, nearly threequarters say they
are Democrats or lean Democratic (72%), while 9% are Republicans or lean Republican. Asian
American Buddhist voters also tilt strongly toward the Democrats o ver the Republicans, but
not by as large a margin (56% to 27%).

Catholic Asian-American voters are divided in their partisanship, with 42% saying they are
Republicans or lean Republican and 41% identifying as Democrats or leaning Demaocratic.
Catholic voters in the general public are also split (48% Republican/lean Republican vs. 44%
Democrat/lean Democrat).

www. pewforum .org
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Political  Ideology

In keeping with their partisan leanings, Asian Americans tend to be more liberal than
conservative in their ideological views: 31% describe their political views as liberal, while 24%
say they are conservative and 37% say they are moderateThe opposite pattern occurs among
the general public: a third of all U.S. adults (34 %) say they are conservative 24% say they are
liberal, and 37%say they aremoderate.

Asian-American Buddhists, Hindus

and those who are not affiliated with Political Ideology
any religion are more likely than I'n general, would you descri
Asian-American Protestants or Cons Mod Lib DK
Catholics to describe their political % % % %
views as liberal. Among Asian U.S. Asian s 24 37 31 8=100
American Buddhists, 34% are liberal,
. Among U.S. Asians
19% are conservéive and 36% are who areé
moderate. Among Asian-American Protestant 38 35 19 8=100
Hindus, 34% are liberal, 14% are Evangelical 45 3 16 7=100
. d 44% d Mainline 28 40 23 10=100
conservative an o are moderate. Catholic 3 20 o 6=100
Buddhist 19 36 34 12=100
Religiously unaffiliated U.S. Asians Hindu 14 44 34 8=100
are the group most likely to say they Unaffiliated 15 36 42 7100
re liberal (42%, with 15% ing th
are liberal ( _0’ th 15 0_ Say_ g_t ey U.S. general public 34 37 24 6=100
are conservative and 36%identifying U.S. Protestant 43 34 18 5-100
their views as moderate). The Asian White evangelical 61 27 7 5=100
American unaffiliated are similar to White mainline a2 40 23 5=100
- . . U.S. Catholi 30 44 21 5=100
the unaffiliated in the general public wamote
. 0 o . White Catholic 34 48 16 3=100
on ideology; 36% of the unaffiliated in |, 5 |, naffiliated 21 36 36 8=100

. . 0
the general pUbIIC are Ilberal, 21 % are 2012 Asian -American Survey. IDEO. Figures may not add to 100% due
Conservative and 36% are moderate to rounding. General public results are from a February 2012  survey by

the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
As in the general public, U.S. Asian

b

Protestants are more conservative
than liberal. Nearly four -in-ten Asian-American Protestants (38%) say they are conservative,
19% are liberal, and 35% are moderate.

U.S. Asians who are evangelical Protestant are especially likelya be conservative, while
mainline Protestants are not. Among Asian-American evangelical Protestants, 45% are
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conservative, 16% are liberal, and 32% are moderate. However, evangelical Asian Americans
are not as conservative as white evangelical Protestant$61%).

Among Asian-American mainline Protestants, roughly equal shares are conservative (28%)
and liberal (23%). Among white mainline Protestants in the general public , 32% are
conservative, 23% are liberal.

Asian-American Catholics hold ideological views that closely mirror those of Catholics in the

general public. Both groups of Catholics are somewhat more likely to say they are conservative
than liberal.

www. pewforum .org
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Views o n Government

In keeping with party affiliation and
ideology, Asian Americans tend to prefer
a bigger governmentthat provides more
services(55%) to asmaller government
that provides fewer services(36%). In the
general public, 41% of adults prefer a
bigger government provid ing more
services while a 48% plurality prefers a
smaller government providing fewer
services.

Asian-American Protestants tend to
diverge from Protestants in the general
public on this measure, however. About
half of Asian-American Protestants (52%)
prefer a bigger, more activist
government, compared with 37% among
Protestants in the general public.

Asian Americans who are evangelical
Protestant also tend to prefer a larger

government (51%) to a smaller one (41%).

This diverges sharply from white
evangelical Protestants in the general
public; among this group, 20% prefer a
bigger government, while 71% prefer a
smaller one.

Views on Government

If you had to choose, would you rather have a smaller
government providing fewer services or a bigger
government providing more services?

Smaller Bigger
govt, fewer  govt, more Depends /
services services DK
% % %

U.S. Asians 36 55 9 =100
Among U.S. Asians
who areé
Protestant 40 52 8=100

Evangelical 41 51 8=100

Mainline 38 53 9=100
Catholic 33 60 7=100
Buddhist 30 62 8=100
Hindu 41 46 12=100
Unaffiliated 36 54 10=100
U.S. g eneral public 48 41 11 =100
U.S. Protestants 52 37 10= 100

White evangelical 71 20 9 =100

White mainline 58 30 12 =100
U.S. Catholics 48 45 7=100

White Catholic 61 31 8 =100

Hispanic Catholic 21 72 6 =100
U.S. u naffiliated 41 45 14 =100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q13 Figures may not add to 100%
due to rounding. General public results are from an October 2011
survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asian-American Catholics are more likely than Catholics in the general public to prefer a
bigger government, although the overall Catholic number masks large differencesbetween
Latino and non-Latino Catholics on this question. Among Asian-American Catholics, six-in-ten
prefer a bigger government (60%), and a third prefer a smaller government (33%). Catholics in
the general public are closely divided on this measure, with 45% preferring a bigger
government and 48% preferring a smaller one. Latino Catholics, however, are even more likely
than Asian-American Catholics to prefer a larger government (72% vs. 60%).

www. pewforum .org
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Asian-American Buddhists (62%) and those with no religious affiliation (54%) are also more
likely to prefer a bigger government to a smaller government.

Despite their strong Democratic leanings, however, Asian-American Hindus are divided in

their opinion s about the role of government, with 46% saying they prefer a bigger government
with more services and 41% saying they prefer a smaller government providing fewer services.

www. pewforum .org



104

PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE

Voting and Support for Obama

In keeping with the Democratic
leanings of Asian Americans,
those who report voting in the
2008 election were more likely
to pick the Democratic
candidate. The survey finds that
63% of Asian Americans who
turned out to vote say they
voted for Barack Obama, while
26% say they voted for GOP
nominee John McCain. This
finding closely mirrors those
from the national exit poll on
the Asian-American vote.*2 In
the general public, a 2011 Pew
Research Center survey found
that 54% ofthose turning out
say they voted for Obama, while
35% say they voted for McCain.

In general, Asian Americans
from each religious group voted
along the same lines as their
respective counterparts in the
general public. Among U.S.

in 2008

Voting in 2008 Presidential Election
Did you vote for Obama, McCain or someone else?

Based on those who voted

Obama McCain Other N
% % %
U.S. Asians 63 26 6 1,772
Among U.S. Asian
Protestant 47 38 8 468
Evangelical 35 45 9 248
Mainline 60 32 6 219
Catholic 53 37 6 395
Buddhist 66 23 5 262
Hindu 85 7 4 117
Unaffiliated 72 18 7 401
U.S. g eneral public 54 35 6 1,870
U.S. Protestants 49 41 5 1,022
White evangelical 28 61 5 391
White mainline 48 41 7 388
U.S. Catholics 51 37 8 410
White Catholics 46 44 7 317
U.S. u naffiliated 70 20 8 283

2012 Asian -American Survey. Based on those who voted in 2008.

PVOTEO8b.fi Do n 6t remember o0 and fAr ef us e @Géneral public o
results are from an October 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the

People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asian Protestants who turned out, 47% report voting for Obama; this compares with 49%
among Protestants in the general public.

U.S. Asians who are evangelical Protestant are somewhat more likely to report voting for
McCain; 45% of those turning out say they voted for McCain, while 35% say they voted for
Obama. White evangelical Protestants in the general public are also more likely to report
voting for McCain over Obama, but by a much larger margin (61% for McCain and 28% for

Obama).

42 The exit polls conducted by Edison Media Research for the National Election Pool in 2008 found
voted for McCain and 3% voted for some other candidate or gave no answer.

voted for Obama, 35%

that 62% of Asian Americans

www. pewforum .org
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By contrast, Asian-American mainline Protestants who turned out to vote report voting for
Obama over McCain by a roughly two-to-one margin (60% to 32%). About half of white
mainline Protestants in the general public say they voted for Obama (48%), with 41% saying
they voted for McCain.

Asian-American Catholic voters report voting for Obama (53%) over McCain (37%). This vote
choice is similar to that found among Catholics in the general public (51% for Obama, 37% for
McCain).

U.S. Asians who are waffiliated with any religion report voting for Obama over McCain by a
large margin (72% to 18%). The same is true among religiously unaffiliated voters in the
general public (70% to 20%).

Asian-American Buddhists and Hindus also report voting for Obama over McCain by large

margins. Fully 85% of Asian-American Hindus and two -thirds of Asian-American Buddhists
(66%) report voting for Obama.

www. pewforum .org
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Views on  Homosexuality and Abortion

AsianAmer i canso0 Vvi ews about

homosexuality are similar to the views of  Should Homosexuality Be Accepted or

the general public. Overall, 53% of Asian Discouraged by Society?

Americans say homosexuality should be Dis - Neither /
accepted by society and 35% say it should Accepted  couraged  Both/DK

% % %
, . 0
be discouraged(compared with 58% of U.S. Asians 53 35 11 =100
the general public that says it should be Among U.S. Asians
. h 5
accepted and 33% that sayit should be who aree
. Protestant 35 54 11=100
discouraged). Evangelical 24 65 12 =100
Mainline 49 39 11 =100
Acceptance of homosexuality is closely Catholic 58 30 12 =100
tied to religious affiliation. Asian Buddhist 54 32 14 =100
Amer h t affiliated with Hindu 54 30 16 =100
mgrlcans who are not affiliate WI. any | oiiated 60 - 9 =100
religion are among the most accepting.
Fully 69% of unaffiliated Asian U.S. g eneral public 58 33 8 =100
Americans say homosexuality should be ~ U-S- Protestant 48 44 9 =100
- . White evangelical 29 63 9 =100
accepted. The unaffiliated in the general _ "9
. . White mainline 65 28 7 =100
public are also strongly accepting of U S. Catholic 64 2 11 =100
homosexuality (79% say it should be White Catholic 66 27 7=100
accepted vs. 15% who say it should be U.S. u naffiliated 79 15 5 =100
discouraged)_ 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q82 . Figures may not add to 100%

due to rounding. Genera | public results are from a March 2011
survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.

At the opposite end of the spectrum are PEW RESEARCH CENTER

evangelical Protestants. About two-thirds
of Asian-American evangelicals (65%) sayhomosexuality should be discouraged.Views among
white evangelical Protestants in the general public are similar (63% say homosexuality should
be discouraged).

U.S. Asians who are mainline Protestant tend to be more acepting of homosexuality than
Asian-American evangelicals. About half of this group (49%) says homosexuality should be
accepted, while 39% say it should be discouraged. A majority of white mainline Protestants in
the general public are accepting of homosexality (65%).

Among Asian-American Catholics, the balance of opinion is toward acceptance: 58% say

homosexuality should be accepted and 30% say it should be discouragedCatholics in the
general public hold similar views.

www. pewforum .org
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Among Asian Americans who are Buddhist or Hindu, narrow majorities (54%) say
homosexuality should be accepted while 32% of Buddhists and 30% of Hindus say
homosexuality should be discouraged by society.

U.S. Asians0 vaseaes o0 bqrt.i
o i é‘houffld B\borttlon Ber\_egal or lllegal?
similar to those of the general public.
. . Legal in lllegal in
About half of Asian Americans (54%) say a“/?nost a"/?mst
abortion should be legal in all or most Ca:/es Ca:/es 'i/K
. . . () 0 (1]
circumstances, while more than a third U.S. Asians 54 37 9 =100
(37%) say it should be illegal in most or Among U.S. Asians
all cases Among all adults in the U.S., who aree
519 borio hould be | | d 43 Protestant 37 52 10 =100
o Say aboribn should be legal an ®  Evangelical 28 64 9 =100
say it should be illegal. Mainline 50 37 13 =100
Catholic 38 56 6 =100
As is the case with the general public, Buddhist 59 31 9 =100
Hindu . 64 .24 13 =100

Asi an Americans?®o view§_.8n this topi cc a
. o L Unaffiliate 74
closely linked to religious affiliation.

Asian-American evangelical Protestants U.S. g eneral public 51 43 6 =100
are especially likely to say abortion U.S. Protestant 44 51 6 =100
. . White evangelical 29 66 4 =100

should be illegal in all or most cases T

0 0 o White mainline 64 30 6 =100
(64%) rather than legal (28%). Similarly, U.S. Catholic 49 45 6 = 100
two-thirds of white evangelical White Catholic 54 40 6 =100
Protestants in the general public (66%) U.S. u naffiliated 69 27 4 =100
say abortion should be |||ega| in all or 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q83. Figures may not add to 100%

due to rounding. Genera | public results are from a November 2011

most cases, while 29% say it should be survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.
legal PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Catholic Asian Americans are also more likely to say abortion should be illegal (56%) than legal
(38%). By contrast, Catholics in the general public are closely divided on the issue, with 45%
saying abortion should be illegal and 49% saying it should be legal in all or most
circumstances.

A majority of Asian Americans who are Buddhist and Hindu say abortion should be legal in all
or most circumstances (59% among Buddhists and 64% among Hindus).

www. pewforum .org
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Roughly three-quarters of U.S. Asians who are religiously unaffiliated say abortion should be
legal in all or most cases (74%). About sevenin-ten of the unaffiliated in the general public
(69%) also hold this position.

www. pewforum .org
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More than four-in-ten Asian Americans (44%) say they have workedto fix a community
problem in the past year. In the general public, 38% saythey have done this23

For the most part, those who
have workedto fix a
community problem are
more likely to have done so
through a civic organization
than exclusively through a
religious organization. A fifth
of Asian Americans (22%)
report working to fix a
community problem through
a civic organization, 7%
report doing so through a
religious organization and
more than one-in-ten say
they have done both (13%).

Evangelical Protestant Asian
Americans show a different
pattern; 20% have worked to
fix a community problem
only through a religious
organization, which is twice
asmany as have worked only
through a civic organization
(10%). An additional 20%

Civic Involvement by Religious Affiliation

In the past 12 months, have you worked with other people from your
neighborhood to fix a problem or improve a condition in your community,

or el sewhere, or haven6t you done
------ Have done t-h+ 0t
NET Both
Yes, have Civicorg. Relig. org. civic/
done only only relig.
% % % %
U.S. Asians 44 22 7 13
Among U.S. Asians who
areé
Protestant 49 14 16 18
Evangelical 51 10 20 20
Mainline 48 18 11 16
Catholic 48 21 9 18
Buddhist 39 22 4 12
Hindu 43 24 5 13
Unaffiliated 38 28 1 6
U.S. general public 38 n/a n/a n/a
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q26a,b . Percent sayingno or  giving no response to
having done this not shown. Percent who say they hav e done this through some
other type of organization or who have no answer on the type of organization are
not shown. Genera | publi ¢ results are from a July 2011 survey by the Pew Research

Center for the People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

have worked through both kinds of organizations.

43 A third of Muslim Americans (33%) said they had worked on a community problem in the past year, according to the Pew
ResearchCent er 6 s 2011 survey of Musl im Americans. This | evel of
general public (38% ) but is lower than that found for Asian Americans.

www. pewforum .org
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Assimilation and National Identity

The survey also asked whether Asian American$ a largely immigrant group 8 think of
themselves as fAa typical American or very
are more likely to see themselves as very different (53%) than as typical (39%).

Views on this question are strongly linked to
whether or not an individual was born in the Typical American

U.S. and the length of time an immigrant has Overall, do you think of yourself to be a typical

been in the country. However, religious American or very different from a typical American ?
affiliation is also tied to Asian Amer i cans 0 Very
self-perceptions of themselves @ typical Typo'/ca' d'ﬁe;em 'i/K
. . . . 0 0 (1]
Americans or very different. Asian Americans | ¢ acians 39 53 9 =100
who are Christian are more likely to see
themselves as typical Americans than either ﬁmong us. )
. . sians w
Buddhists or Hindus, even when place of Christian 44 49 =100
birth and length of time living in the U.S. are Protestant 41 50 8=100
held constant. Evangelical 36 57 6=100
Mainline 48 41 11=100
. - Catholic 46 49 5=100
U.S. Aganswho are mainline Protes.;tant are Buddhist 3 5o 10=100
more likely than those from other faiths to Hindu 27 59 14=100
see themselves as typical Americans (48%) Unaffiliated 41 52 8=100
rather than as different (41%) Asian- 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q24.  Figures may not add to

. . .. . 100% due to rounding.
American Catholics are divided on this

guestion, with 46% calling themselves typical

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Americans and 49% seeing themselves as
very different.

The balance of opinion among other faith groups tilts to seeing themselves as very different

rather than as typical. Indeed, nearly six-in-ten Asian-American Hindus, Buddhists and
evangelical Protestants see themslves as very different rather than typical Americans.

www. pewforum .org
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Religious Freedom

About half of Asian Americans (52%) see the U.S. ashaving more religious freedom than their
country of origin. Some 38% see religious freedom to be similar in their country of origin and
in the U.S., and 7% see religious freedom as better in their country of origin.#*

Native-born Asian Americans are more likely

than the foreign born to say that religious Freedom to Practice (
freedom is better in the U.S. than in their % saying the freedom teé p
country of origin. About six -in-ten U.S.-born Better in
Asian Americans (61%) hold this view, Betterin  country of  About the
. . uU.S. origin same

compared with about half of the foreign born % % %
(49%). U.S. Asians 52 7 38
Viethamese Americans are the most likely of o o 294"
the six largest U.S. Asian groups to saythat Vietnamese 87 1 11
the U.S. offers more religious freedom than Chinese 65 5 25
their country of origin (87%). And 65% of Japanese 49 8 34

. . . Korean 38 7 53
Chinese Americans say the same Previous Filipino 37 10 51

studies by the Pew Forum find that Vietham Indian 33 9 57
has high government restrictions on religion

i i Among U.S.
and China has very high government Asians wh
restrictions on religion. 4° Native born 61 6 27
Foreign born 49 7 41
Nearly nine—in -ten Vietnamese Ameri(_‘,ans 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54e. Those who did not give an

answer are not shown.

who are either Buddhist (87%) or Catholic
(88%) say that freedom to practice religion is
better in the U.S. Similarly, Chinese
Americans from each of the largest religious groups (the unaffiliated, Buddhists and
Protestants) are as likely to say religious freedom is better in the U.S.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

44 The survey asked a series of questions on whether certain con ditions are better in the U.S. or in the res
origin. (Native -born Asian Americans were asked about the country of origin of their parents or ancestors.) For more details , see

Pew Research Centero6s Soci al and 201& mdlie RiaepohAsian Amerieansd s. op rWajsehcitn.gt on, D. C. : June
45See Pew Research Centerd6s For um on RBieglResgictionsaon&eliflanb |.ioc Waisfhe .n g2 Goinl D. C.: Augus

www. pewforum .org
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Background Characteristics by Religious Group

Asian Americans as a whole have higher

. . Socioeconomic Status by Religious
education and income levels than the general

_ Group
public, although th ese averages mask At loast
significant variation among U.S. Asian Family some
income at post -
subgroups. least graduate
$100,000 education
% %
In terms of education and income among U.S. U.S. Asians 27 26
religious groups, Asian-American Hindus
stand out. About half of Asian-American Among U.S. Asial
Hindus (48%) report an annual family income ~ Protestant - 23 28
Evangelical 1
0,
of at least $100,000, and 57% say they have Mainline 26 10
some graduate education beyond a college Catholic 23 17
degree. No religious group in the general Buddhist 15 17
public is as highly educated. (Jews are next, Hindu 48 57
. . Unaffiliated 32 30
with 34% saying they have at least some post
graduate education.) U.S. general public 16 12
Protestant 14 11
About nine-in-ten Asian-American Hindus White evangelical 12 9
N . White mainli 19 16
surveyed (89%) are immigrants who trace their N 'E;‘a't” ":e : . .
. i L i . ack Protestan
heritage to India. Their high socioeconomic Catholic 18 12
status relative to other religious groups likely White Catholic 24 15
stems from a variety of factors influencing the Hispanic Catholic 7 4
immigrati on patterns of Indian Hindus to the Mormon 15 12
U.S. includi tl ti tthe U.S Orthodox Christian 20 18
.S., including at least in part the U.S. Jewish 40 »
g o Vv er n melB visd progkm, which Muslim * 14 11
awards visas to scientists, engineers ad other Unaffiliated 17 13
highly skilled workers. 46 AtheisyAgnostic 24 20
Nothing in particular 14 10
.. . 2012 Asian -American Survey. INCOME, EDUC. U.S. general
Jews are the Only other r6|IgIOUS group In the public results are based on aggregated data from surveys
. . . conducted by the Pew Research Center for People & the
U.S. with fam”y Incomes as h|gh as those of Press between January 2011 an  d April 2012. Results
. . . . rcent dt lud - .
Hindus. Four -in-ten Jews (including 55% of epeieagEa T reRge on - response
Based on 2011 Pew Research Cen
Reform JeWS) report an annual household Americans: No Signs of Growth in Alienation or Support for

Extremism. o

income of at least $100,000, which is not
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

46 See Pew Research Center 6 s Soci al and Demogr aphR 6 1TheResé af AsiapAmericans t. 0 Washington,
June.
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statistically different from the 48% of Asian -American Hindus who report the same.4?

Gender, Age, Education and Household Income of U.S. Asians by Religious
Affiliation

College H.S. |$75,000 $30,000
55and |grad or Some grador and to Under
Men Women | 18-34 35-54  older more  college less higher  $74,999 $30,000
Among U.S.
Asians who
areé % % % % % % % % % % %
Christian 47 53 24 38 36 49 21 29 37 33 30
Protestant 45 55 25 38 36 48 22 30 37 33 30
Evangelical 45 55 24 42 33 51 19 30 34 34 32
Mainline 46 54 24 34 40 45 27 29 42 31 28
Catholic 47 53 24 37 37 51 20 29 37 33 30
Buddhist 51 49 26 35 36 34 16 50 27 36 37
Hindu 62 38 43 39 17 85 7 8 70 19 12
Unaffiliated 49 51 41 36 19 58 20 22 43 30 27

2012 Asian -American Survey. SEX, AGE, EDUC, INCOME. AGE Those who did not give an answer are not shown. EDUC, INCOME
Results repercentaged to exclude non -response.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asked how they rate their personal financial situation, fully 70% of Asian -American Hindus
say it is excellent or good, the highest of all the major religious groups. This contrasts sharply
with Asian-American Buddhists, among whom 36% rate their finances as excellent or good
62% say they are only fair or poor. The other religious groups fall between Hindus and
Buddhists on this measure of financial well-being, with 57% of unaffiliated Asian Americans
57% of mainline Protestants, 49% of Catholicsand 42% of evangelical Protestants describing
their finances as excellent or good.

47 Fi gures for Reform Jews from the Pew Forumés 2007 AU. S. Rel i gious

www. pewforum .org
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APPENDIX 1: SELECTED FINDINGS FROM THE PE W RESEARCH
CENTEROGS 2011 AMUERICANVBURVEY

The Pew Research Centerds 2011 survey of Muslim A
portrait of this religious group, including its religious beliefs and practices as well associal and

political attitudes. This nationally representative survey of U.S. Mus lims was conducted in

English, Arabic, Farsi and Urdu.

The survey found that Muslims in the U.S. are racially diverse, with 22% describing themselves
as either single-race Asian (21%) or multiple-race Asian. The tables below show findings for
(multiple or any race) Asian-American Muslims (N=324) and for U.S. Muslims overall
(N=1,033) on questions that are similar or identical to those asked on the 2012 Asian
American Survey. There is some overlap between these categories because U.S. Muslims
includes the 22% who identify as Asian race?8

The question wording for race and religious affiliation differed somewhat from that in the 2012
Asian-American Survey.*® For more details on the findings and the survey methodology, see
Pew Research Center2011.fiMuslim Americans: No Signs of Growth in Alienation or Support
for Extremism .0Washington, D.C.: August.

48 The margin of error for the full sample of U.S. Muslims is plus or minus 5.0 percentage points at the 95% level of confidence.
The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

491 n the Muslim American survey, the question wording for race was: AWhich of
as many as apply. Whi t e, black or African American, Asi an or Qdestiorawordidgrioe religiaua n , or some ot
affiliation was: A What is your religious preference? Christian, Jewi sh, Mus | i

www. pewforum .org
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Religious Beliefs and Practices

Importance of Religion, Mosque

Attendance and Beliefs
Asian -
American
Muslims
%
Importance of  religion
Very important 61
Somewhat important 28
Not too/Not at all 11
D o n &now *
100
Frequency of mosque
attendance
Weekly or more 52
Monthly/Yearly 36
Seldom/Never 12
D o n &now *
100
Believe in  One God, Allah
Yes 97
No
D o n &now 1
100
Believe in angels
Yes 95
No 5
D o n &now *
100

u.S.
Muslims

%

69
22
8
1
100

47
34
18

100

96

=

100

90
9
1

100

2011 Muslim Americans Survey. Q62,Q60,Q66a,d. Figures

may not add to 100% due to rounding.

Question wording

Q60: On average, how often do you attend the mosque or

I'sl amic
than once a week;
twice a month
Seldom ; Never .
responses.

Center for
Once a week

Donot

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

s a | aREAR: rVidre J u
f Rrayer ;J @noedor h
; Afewtimesay ear especially for the Eid;

know/ Refused a

Vi ews about Oneds Fa
Asian -
American U.S.
Muslims Muslims
% %
There is only one true way to
interpret Islam , or there is
more than one true wa  y?
One true way 25 37
More than one true way 69 57
Other (vol.) / D o nkéaw 6 7
100 100
Islam is the one, true faith, or
many religions can lead to
eternal life ?
Islam 36 35
Many religions 55 56
Other (vol.) / D o nkéaw 9 9
100 100
201 1 Muslim Americans Survey. Q64 -65. Figures may not
add to 100% due to rounding. Question wording Q64: Which

statement comes closest to your view? [READ AND
RANDOMIZE] There is only ONE true way to interpret the
teachings of Islam [OR] There is MORE than one true way to
interpret the teachings of Islam ?0t her and Donbd
know/Refused are volunteered responses . Question wording
Q65: Which statement comes closest to your view? [READ

AND RANDOMIZE] Islam is the one, true faith leading to

eternal life [OR]  Many religions can lead to eternal life ?

Ot her and Dondét know/ Refused ar

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Social and Political Attitudes

Civic Participation Political Attitudes
Asian - Asian -
American u.s. American u.s.
Muslims ~ Muslims Muslims ~ Muslims
% % % %
Worked to fix a problem or Party i dentification among
improve a condition  in your registered voters
community  in past year? Republican/lean Rep. 13 13
Yes 36 33 Democrat/lean Dem. 71 75
No 63 65 No lean 16 12
Do n &riow 1 1 100 100
100 100
2011 Muslim  American Survey. Q11 . Figures may not add to Political i deology
100% due to rounding. Question wording: In the past 12 c . 10 25
months, have you worked with other people from your onservative
neighborhood to fix a problem or improve a condition in your Moderate 45 38
community or elsewhere, or have .
Liberal 30 27
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Do n &riow 14 10
100 100
Prefer a government that 1is
Views on Homosexuality Smaller, fewer services 26 21
Bigger, more services 65 68
Asian - N
American US. Depends (vol.) / D o nkéaw 9 11
Muslims ~ Muslims 100 100
% %
Should homosexuality be Voting in 2008 presidential
accepted or discouraged by election among those who
society ? voted
Accepted 40 39 Obama 91 92
Discouraged 47 45 McCain 3 4
Neither/Both  (vol.) / D o nkéaw 13 16 Ot her / Doowo t 6 4
100 100 100 100
2011 Muslim  American Survey. Ql4c . Figures may not add 2011 Muslim American  Survey. PARTY,PARTYLN, IDEO, Q15,
to 100% due to  rounding. PVOTEO8B. Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.
Party identification based on registered voters, N=211
PEW RESEARCH CENTER Asian - American Muslims and N=634 U.S. Muslims. Vote

Choice 2008 based on those who voted, N=181 Asian -
American Muslims and N=571 U.S. Muslims. Question

wording Q15: If you had to choose, would you rat her have a
smaller government providing fewer services, or a bigger
government providing more servi
know/Refused are volunteered responses.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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APPENDIX 2: SELECTED COMPARISONS WITH PEW GLOBAL
ATTITUDES PROJECT DA TA

The Pew Research Centerds Global Attitudes Projec
world, including in some Asian nations. The results of this research provide a window into the

religious affiliation and commitment of Asians who have not emigrated and how they compare

with Asians living in the U.S.

In some cases, Asian Americans show lower levels of religious commitment than those who
share their religious affiliation in their country of origin. Indian -American Hindus, for
example, are less likely than Hindus in India to say religion is very important to them and less
likely to attend religious services at least once a week. This patternis not true in every case,
however. Vietnamese American Buddhists, for instance, are more likely than Buddhists in
Vietnam to say religion is very important in their lives and much more likely to say they pray
daily.

www. pewforum .org
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China
Religious Affiliation Religious Commitment Among the
in China Chinese and  Chinese -American
% Unaffiliated Population
None 80 Chinese Chinese -
Buddhist 15 “aed | unatfiaed
Protestant 2 Importance of religion % %
Catholic ¥ Very important 1 1
Muslim " Somewhat 4 14
Taoism " Not too/Not at all 81 82
Quanzhen * Dondt know 15 3
Donoét know 2 100 100
100
Attend wor shi
Pew Global Attitudes Project 2012
China. At least weekly * 1
PEW RESEARCH CENTER Monthly/Yearly 2 15
Seldom/Never 94 83
Dondt know 4 *
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily * 2
N 2,625 377

Pew Global Attitudes Project China 2012 and 2012 Asian -
American Survey. Q33, ATTEND, Q71. China 2012
(frequency of prayer) response
ffonce a week or |l ess, 0 finevero
response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of praye r
responses of fAa few times a wee
times a month, o fiseldom, 06 fineve
answer are not shown.

" Chinese Americans include all who identify their specific
Asian group as AChineseodo and a
Taiwanese.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between
the two surveys because the questions used different
response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org



Philippines

Religious Affiliation
in the Philippines

%
Protestant 8
Catholic 81
Other Christian 3
Muslim *
Other 6
None *
Dondét know *

100

Pew Global Attitudes Project 2002
Philippines.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment Among

Filipino and Filipino - American
Catholics
. Filipino -
Filipino American
Catholics Catholics
Importance of religion % %
Very important 88 66
Somewhat 11 26
Not too/Not at all * 7
Dondét know 0 *
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 77 65
N 579 356

Pew Global Attitudes Project Philippines 2002 and 2012
Asian - American Survey. Q 33, Q71. The Philippines 2002

(frequency of prayer)

ffonce a week or |l ess, 0
response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of prayer)

responses
finever o

responses of fAa few timesekaowée
times a month, o fAiseldom, 0 fAineve

answer are not shown.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between

the two surveys because the questions used different

response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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India

Religious Affiliation
in India

Hindu

Muslim

Sikh

Christian

Buddhist

Jain

Other religion

None

Dondt know

Pew Global Attitudes Project 2012

India.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment Among

Indian and Indian -American
Hindus
Indian -
Indian American
Hindus Hindus
Importance of religion % %
Very important 69 31
Somewhat 23 52
Not too/Not at all 17
Dondét know 1 0
100 100
Attend worship services é
At least weekly 25 17
Monthly/Yearly 59 69
Seldom/Never 15 14
Dondt know 1 *
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 71 a7
N 3,436 323

Pew Global Attitudes Project India 2012 and 2012 Asian
American Survey. Q 33, ATTEND, Q71. India 2012

(frequency of prayer) respon
fflonce a week or |l ess, 0 fineve

response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of prayer)
responses of fAa few times

a

timesamonth , 6 fisel dom, 0 fAinevero

answer are not shown.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between

the two surveys because the questions used different
response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

s ecs
ro
we €
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Vietnam

Religious Affiliation

in Vietnam
%
Buddhism 55
No religion 33
Protestant
Catholic
Confucian *
Other 1
Dondt know 0
100

Pew Global Attitudes Project 2002
Vietnam.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment Among

Vietnamese and Vietnamese -

American Buddhists

Viet -
Viet - namese -

namese Am

erican

Buddbhists Buddbhists

Importance of religion %
Very important 27
Somewhat 27
Not too/Not at all 45
Dondét know *

100

Frequency of prayer
Daily 10
N 412

Pew Global Attitudes Project Vietham 2002 and 2012
Asian - American Survey. Q 33, Q71. Vietham 2002

%
34
48
17

*

100

37
233

(frequency of prayer) responses
Afonce a week or |l ess, 0 finevero

response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of prayer)
responses of fAa few times
times a month, o0 fisel dom, 0

answer are not shown.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between
the two surveys because the questions used different
response cate gories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

a wee
Aneve
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South Korea

Religious Affiliation
in South Korea

%

None 43

Protestant 28

Catholic 8

Buddhist 20

Other

Dondét know 1
100

Pew Global Attitudes Project 2010
South Korea.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment Among
South Koreans and Korean -
American Protestants

South Korean -
Korean American
Prot. Prot.
Importance of religion % %
Very important 50 66
Somewhat 34 27
Not too/Not at all 15 7
Dondt know 1 *
100 100
Attend wor shi p se
At least weekly 77 71
Monthly/Yearly 13 20
Seldom/Never 10
Dondt know 0 0
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 53 63
N 195 325

Pew Global Attitudes Project South Korea 2010 and 2012

Asian - American Survey. Q33, ATTEND, Q71. South Korean

2010 (frequency of prayer)
week, 06 ionce a week or | es
response are not shown. Q71 (frequ ency of prayer)
responses of fAa few times
times a month, o0 fisel dom, 0
answer are not shown.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between

r
S,
a
fin

the two surveys because the questions used differ ent

response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

o o
[
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Japan
Religious Affiliation Religious Commitment Among
in Japan Japanese and Japanese - American
Buddhists
%
Buddhism 41 Japanese -
No religion 52 éapangse American
uddhists ~ Buddhists
Shintoism Importance of religion % %
Christianity s Very important 15 21
Muslim i Somewhat 40 34
Other * Not too/Not at all 44 44
Donot know 1 Dondt know 1 *
100 100 100
Pew Global Attitudes Project 2012 . . 3
Japan. Attend worship services €
PEW RESEARCH CENTER At least weekly 7 10
Monthly/Yearly 60 44
Seldom/Never 32 46
Dondt know * 0
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 42 25
N 274 128

Pew Global Attitudes Project Japan 2012 and 2012 Asian -
American Survey. Q 33, ATTEND, Q71. Japan 2012
(frequency of prayer) responses
fonce a week or |l esso, inever o
response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of prayer)
responses of fia few times a wee
times a month 0 , fisel domo, ifinever o an
answer are not shown.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between
the two surveys because the questions used different
response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Religious Commitment Among
Japanese and Japanese -American
Unaffiliated

Japanese -

Japanese American
Unaffiliated  Unaffiliated

Importance of religion % %
Very important 2 7
Somewhat 13 18
Not too/Not at all 84 73
Donét know 1 2
100 100
Attend worshi
At least weekly 1 0
Monthly/Yearly 39 28
Seldom/Never 60 72
Dondt know 0 0
100 100
Frequency of prayer
Daily 9 11
N 376 169

Pew Global Attitudes Project Japan 2012 and 2012 Asian -
American Survey. Q33, ATTEND, Q71. Japan 2012

(frequency of prayer) responses of fAa few ti,me
ffonce a week fomeversde and those
response are not shown. Q71 (frequency of prayer)
responses of ila f e@w fAtoinmess ,aa waee
timesamonth ,0 fiseloddmever 6 and thos
answer are not sho wn.

" Frequency of prayer is not directly comparable between
the two surveys because the questions used different
response categories.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Question Wording for Pew Global Attitudes Project Data

Religious Affiliation
China 2012: What is your religious belief? READ: Buddhism, Christianity, Catholicism, Islam,
Taoism, Hinduism, Quanzhen, Other (SPECIFY), No specific religious belief/atheist/not

religious [VOL. DO NOT READ], Dond6t knoWOT VOL.

READ].

Philippines 2002: Do you consider yourself as belonging to a particular religion? IF YES,

which one? READ: Roman Catholic church, Protestant church, Iglesia ni cristo,J e hov ah 6 s
witnesses Born-again Christian, Mormon church , Aglipayan church, Islam/Moslem , No

religion, Refused [VOL. DO NOT READ], Pentecostal/Pentecost, Iglesia Lagrada ng Lahng
Kayu-manggi, Other.

India 2012: | have a quick question on religion. Do you consider yourself as belonging to a
particular religion? IF YES, which one ? READ: Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Jain, Sikh,
Buddhist, Other religion [VOL. DO NOT READ], No religion/not a believer/atheist/agnostic

DC

[ vOL. DO NOT READ], Dondét know [ VOL. DO NOT READ]

Vietnam 2002: Do you consider yourself as belonging to a particular religion? IF YES, which
one? SHOW CARD (read if necessary): Buddhism, Christian, Catholic, Protestant, Confucian,

Mus!l i m, Ot her s, None, D pvoLo]t know [ VOL. ], Ref used

South Korea 2010: A quick question about religion. Do you currently have a religion? (If yes)
Would you tell us what is your religion? OPEN END; PRECODES Christianity (Protestantism),

Cat holici sm, Buddhi s m, | sl am, Ot her , None, Donot

Japan 2012: Please tell us briefly about your religion. Please tell us your religion. ACCEPT
ONE RESPONSE ONLY; READ: Buddhism, Shintoism, Christianity, Islam, No religion, Other

[ VvOL. DO NOT READ], Dondét know [ VOL. DO NOT READ]

Religious Importance
How important is religion in you r life d very important, somewhat important, not too
important, or not at all important?

Service Attendance

Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious service®d more than once
a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few timea year, seldom, or never?

www. pewforum .org
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Frequency of Prayer
People practice their religion in different ways. Outside of attending religious services, do you
pray several times a day, once a day, a few times a week or less, or never?

Survey Methods

China 2012 N=3,177. Faceto-face interviewing of adults 18 and older. Multi -stage cluster
sample stratified b-gconGrhidzonesiwsth disprap@tenalrsamplingoh a |
the urban population. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or minus 4.3 percenta ge
points at the 95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

Philippines 2002 N=700. Face -to-face interviewing of adults 18 and older. National
probability sample. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or minus 3.7 percent age
points at the 95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

India 2012 N=4,018. Face-to-face interviewing of adults 18 and older. National probability
sample. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or minus 3.9 percentage points at the
95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

Vietnam 2002 n=772. Face-to-face interviewing of adults ages 18 to 65. Probability sample is
disproportionately urban. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or min us 3.5
percentage points at the 95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

South Korea 2010 N=706. Faceto-face interviewing of adults 18 and older. National
probability sample. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or mi nus 4.5 percentage
points at the 95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

Japan 2012 N=700. Random Digit Dial telephone interviewing of adults 18 and older. National
probability sample. The margin of error for the full sample is plus or minus 4.1 percentage

points at the 95% confidence level. The margin of error for subgroups is higher.

For more details, seewww.pewglobal.org.

www. pewforum .org
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APPENDIX 3: SURVEY M ETHODOLOGY

Asian Americans constitute a growing, but still rare population. According to the 2010 U.S.
Census, Asian Americans constitute 5.6% of the U.S. population &nd 5.5% ofadults 18 years of
age and older). The AsianrAmerican population is dispersed throughout the country, although
about half live in the Western region. Many Asian Americans are recent immigrants from
multiple countries with differing native tongues who likely have difficulty completing a public
opinion survey in English. Although the Asian -American population is quite dive rse, the six
largest Asian subgroupsd Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Viethamese, Korean and Japanesed
represent 84.9% of all U.S. Asian adults>°

Despite these challenges, the Pew Research Center 2012 AsiaAimerican Survey was able to
complete interviews with 3,511 AsianAmerican adults 18 years of age and older living in the
United States from a probability sample consisting of multiple sample sources that provided
coverage for approximately 95% ofthe Asian-American population. The survey was conducted
in all 50 states, including Alaska and Hawaii, and the District of Colu mbia. The survey was
designed not only to represent the overall AsiarnrAmerican population but also the six largest
Asian subgroups (who each represent 0.4% to 1.3% of the adult U.S. population) Interviews
were completed with 728 Chinese, 504 Filipinos, 580 Asian Indian s, 515 Japanese, 504
Koreans, 504 Vietnameseand 176 Asiars of other backgrounds.

Respondents who identified as fAsi amo, lmdian,Asi an Ame
Japanese, Koreanor Vi et nameseo0 were eligible to complete
those who identified with more than one race and regardless of Hispanic ethnicity. The

guestion on racial identity also offered the following categories: white, black or African

American, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander.

Classification into U.S. Asian groups is basedonselfi dent i fi cati on of responde
Asian group.0 A s i a nnamged m this epen-ended question wereii Chi ne s e, Filipino,
Indian, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, or of some other Asian backgroundd Respondentsself-

identified with more than 22 specific Asian groups. Those who identified with more than one

Asian group were classifiedbased on the groupwith which they identify most. Respondents

who identified their specific Asian group as Taiwanese or Chinese Taipei are classified as

Chinese-Americans for this report. See the questionnaire for more details.

50 Based on the 2010 American C ommunity Survey.
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Interviewing was conducted from Jan. 3 to
March 27, 2012 by Abt SRBI. I nterviews were
conducted in English as well asCantonese,
Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog
and Vietnamese. After taking into account the
complex sample design, the average margin of
sampling error for the 3,511 completed
interviews with Asian -Americans is plus or
minus 2.4 percentage points at the 95% level of
confidence. The following table shows the
sample sizes and margins of error for different
subgroups of Asians in the survey:

Margins of Error

Group
U.S. Asians

U.S. Asian groups
Chinese

Filipino

Indian

Japanese

Korean
Vietnamese

Among U.S. Asians
who are &

Men
Women

18-34
35-54
55 and older

College graduate+
Some college
H.S. or less

Native born

Foreign born
Arrived 2000 -2012
Arrived before 2000

Religion
Christian
Protestant
Evangelical Prot.
Mainline Prot.
Catholic
Buddhist
Hindu
Unaffiliated

Sample size
3,511

728
504
580
515
504
504

1,697
1,814

848
1,356
1,215

2,070
522
898

815
2,684
733
1,915

1,599
860
489
369
702
526
333
844

Plus or minus
percentage
points

2.4

54
6.7
6.4
4.9
6.2
5.8

35
3.2

53
3.6
3.8

3.1
6.9
4.7

5.5
2.7
53
3.2

35
4.8
6.2
7.3
53
6.1
7.8
5.2

2012 Asian -American Survey. The margins of error are
of confidence and are calculated
by taking into account the average design effect across 16

reported at the 95% level

questions.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewforum .org



131
ASIAN AMERICANS

Sample Design

The sample design aimed to address the low incidence and diversity of the AsiarAmerican
population while still achieving a probability -based sample by employing multiple sampling
frames, including landline and cell phone random -digit -dial (RDD) samples and a sample of
previously identified Asian households. In addition, to complete a sufficient number of
interviews with the lowest incidence U.S. Asian groups,et hni ¢ name based
Filipino , Korean, Japanese and Viethamese households maintaned by Experian were used>!

RDD Geographic Strata

_ _ _ _ Sample Sources
Since the number of Asian Americans in

) ) ) ) Number of
national landline and cell RDD frames is quite interviews
low, the landline and cell samples were Landline RDD sample

. .p . Geographic strata 333
geographically stratified to improve the List gstrzta
efficiency of the interviewing , where phone Filipino 226
numbers in areas with higher Asian-American Japanese 324
incidence were selected at a higher rate than Korean 338

. . _ Viet 339
phone numbers in areas with lower incidence. einamese
The differential selection rates were taken into Cell phone RDD sample 466
account in the weighting, which is described Recontact samples
later in this section. Muslim American  screening 881
Other Pew Research /Abt SRBI

] o surveys 604
The landline and RDD frames were divided
. . . Lo Total interviews 3,511
into six stratum according to their incidence of

. . . . 2012 - r Sur .
net Asian Americans and Asian American L Al SAmeriean suvey
. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

subgroups based oncounty-level estimates
from the U.S. Census Bureaubs American

Community Survey (2007 to 2009 multi -year estimates). Counties werefirst grouped by the
incidence of Asian Americans as follows Highest Density (35% and above) Higher Density
stratum (incidence 15% to 34.99%), High Density stratum (incidence 8% to 14.99%), Medium
Density stratum (incidence 4% to 7.99%), Low Density stratum (incidence 1.5% to 399%) and
Lowest Density stratum (incidence under 1.5%).

51 Experian is a commercial database company that uses an analysis of first and last names to identify households likely to
include a person or persons of a given ethnicity. For more see the section on list stratum below.
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Then, an additional step was taken to
see if counties should be reassigned to  Dual Frame RDD Geographic Strata and

higher density strata if they have a Coverage of the Asian American
relatively high density of one or more of ~ Population
the Asian subgroups. However, this Net Asian Americans Incidence
step resulted in only minimal revisions Stratum N % %

P o ] _y ) Highest density 705,762 4.6 35% and above
to the initial stratif ication. Only four Higher density 3.889.356 255 15 t0 34.99%
counties in the U.S. have Japanese High density 3,596,562 23.6 8 to 14.99%
incidence greater than 3%(they are all ~ Medium density 3,686,022 24.2 4107.99%
. . . , Low densit 2,650,525 174 1510 3.99%
in Hawaii 8 Honolulu, Kauai, Maui, and owdensity 0 °99%

. . . Lowest density 708,111 4.6 <1.5%

Hawaii counties) ; these were assigned 15.236.338 100

to the Highest Density stratum. Only American Community Survey 2010,

three counties have Korean incidence PEW RESEARCH CENTER

greater than 3%; two were already in

the Higher Density stratum (Fairfax

Co., VA and Bergen Co., NJ)and the third (Howard Co., MD) was reassigned to the Higher
Density stratum due to the relatively high incidence of Koreans. Two counties have Vietnamese
incidence greater than 3% (Santa Clara Co. and Orange Co., CApoth of these were already in
the Highest Density stratum. The Low, Medium, High, Higher, and Highest Density strata

cover 95% of all net Asians in the United States.

In the Lowest Density Stratum, t he incidence of Asian Americans is less than 15%. In order to
keep costs contained, counties in this stratumd which are home to approximately 4.6% of alll
Asian Americansd were excluded from the landline and cell RDD samples. Asian Americans
living in the Lowest Density stratum were still partially covered by the recontact and list
samples.

Based on previous PewResearchstudies with English and Spanish interviewing, the incidence

of self-identified Asian Americans is approximately 1.5% in national landline RDD samples and

3.1% in national cell RDD samples.To determine how best to allocate interviews across the

landline and cell frames, these estimates along with additional analysis of Asians encountered

in the screening for Pew cie&saney wareuded to @sbnfate thédu s | i m A
expected incidences of Asian Americans in each strata in both the landline and cell RDD

frames. Based on these expected incidences,60% of the RDD sample was allocatedto the cell

RDD frame and 40% to the landline RDD frame. In the final sample of completed RDD

interviews, 58% were from the cell frame and 42% were from the landline frame.
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List Strata

To reach the desired target of 500 completed interviews in each of the six largest U.S. Asian
subgroupsd Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese the fresh RDD and
recontact samples were supplemented with listed samples based on ethnic nanes. Because of
the size of the U.S. Chinese and Asian Indian populations, list samples based on ethnic names
were only neededfor the other four subgroupsd Filipinos, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese.
In total, the list samples were used to complete interviews with 226 Filipinos, 324 Japanese,
338 Koreans and 339 Vietnamese.

The list sampleswere constructed from a commercial database of households where someone
in the household has a namecommonly found in that Asian subgroup. The lists were prepared
by Experian, a commercial credit and market research firm that collects and summarizes data
from approximately 113,000,000 U.S. households. The analysis of names was conducted by
Ethnic Technologies, LLC, a firm specializing in multicultural marketing lists, e thnic
identification software, and ethnic data appending services. According to Experian, the
analysis uses computer rules for first names, surnames, surname prefixes and suffixes, and
geographic criteria in a specinfcilyandamgubger t o
preference.

Such listed samples are fairly common in survey research but when used alone they do not
constitute a representative sample of each Asian subgroup and the probabilitythat a given
household belongs to one of these lists isnot known. By combining these lists with the landline
RDD frame, however, the lists can be used as components of a probability sample using
statistical procedures that have been developed to incorporatethese types oflisted samples
into probability -basedsurveys. The procedure implemented for this study involves obtaining
the entire list maintained by Experian for listed landline households for Filipinos (n=140,163),
Japanese (n=211,672)Koreans (n=164,710)and Vietnamese (n=274,839). These four lists can
be defined as four strata within the entire landline RDD frame for the U .S. All telephone
numbers drawn for the geographic strata of the landline frame were compared to the entire
Experian lists for each of the four subgroups. Any numbers that appeared on the Experian list
frames were removed from the geographic RDD sample and were available to be released only
as part of the list strata. This method makes it possible to determine the probability that any
given Asian American has of being sampled, regardess of whether he or she is included in the
Experian lists. It also permits estimation of the proportion of all Asian Americans who are
covered by the Experian lists, which in turn makes it possible to give cases from the Experian
samples an appropriate weight. The list strata also provide some coverage of households in the
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Lowest Density stratum since numbers in counties belonging to that stratum and appearing on
the Experian list were available to be sampled through the list samples.

In some cases, the person identified in a list sample did not belong to the nominal list group
(i.e., either Filipino, Japanese, Korean, or Vietnamese). When this occurred, the interview was
terminated and coded as ineligible. This protocol was motivated by considerations of weighting
calculations and the overall design effect from weighting.

Recontact Frame

In order to obtain at least 500 interviews with each of the major Asian -American subgroups,
the national dual frame RDD samples were supplemented with a sample of recontact cases.
The recontact cases for this study came from several sources. In order to maintain the
probability -based nature of the study, only recontact cases from prior national landline and
cell RDD samples were used. Furthermore,additional steps were taken to account for the
probabilities of selection in the original survey so that those could be reflected in the weighting
for this survey.

All recontact numbers were checked againstthe Experian lists and the landline RDD and cell
RDD samples and any numbers found were removed from those samples and onlyavailable to
be released as part of the recontact sampleThe recontact sample also provides some coverage
of households in the Lowest Density stratum.

Two-fifths of the recontact interviews (604) came from self-identified Asian respondents from
prior national dual frame RDD surveys conducted by the PewResearch Centeror Abt SRBI
since 2007. The remainder of the recontact sample came from thelarge, dual frame RDD
telephone screening effort implemented for the 2011 Pew ResearchMuslim American Survey.
All households identified as having a Muslim American in 2011 were excluded from the Asian
American Survey sample in order to avoid the risk of context or conditioning effects. The 2011
Muslim American Survey entailed screening over 41,000 households, and of these 3,585
households were identified as likely having at least one Asian American adult and were not
interviewed in the Muslim American survey .52 Since it was known at the time that cases from
the Muslim American Survey would be used for the Asian American Survey,data was also
collected on the specific Asian languages encountered as well as the ethnic groups to which
screened, selfidentified Asian Americans belong. The 3,585 recontact cases were of two
general types: seltidentified Asian American households and Asian language barrier

52 For more onthe methodology of that survey see Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. 2011 .AMusl im Americans:

No Signs of Growth in Alienat i oWashingtonSi@:p ocAugust.f or Extr emi sm. 0
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households. The former group was comprised of 2,180 households in which a respondent
completed the screener, reported a religious affiliation other t han Muslim, and self-identified
as Asian American to a question about ragal identification . The latter group was comprised of
1,405 households where the screener was not completed, but the interviewer recorded that an
Asian language speaker was encounterd. A total of 601 interviews were completed with self-
identified Asians and 280 interviews were completed with Asian language barrier households
from the 2011 Muslim American Survey.

Summary of Completions Across Sample Sources

All Asian Chinese Filipino Indian Japanese Korean Vietnamese
N % N % N % N % N % N % N %
Cellular RDD
Highest density 18 0.5 6 0.8 3 0.6 0 0.0 7 14 1 0.2 0 0.0
Higher density 191 5.4 54 7.4 30 6.0 42 7.2 18 35 18 3.6 12 24
High density 137 3.9 42 5.8 17 3.4 40 6.9 9 1.7 11 2.2 7 14
Medium density 67 19 12 1.6 10 2.0 22 3.8 3 0.6 9 1.8 4 0.8
Low density 53 15 14 1.9 3 0.6 15 2.6 5 1.0 5 1.0 4 0.8
Lowest density excluded - - - - - - - - - - - -
Landline RDD
Highest density 12 0.3 2 0.3 6 1.2 0 0.0 4 0.8 0 0.0 0 0.0
Higher density 150 4.3 54 7.4 15 3.0 32 55 22 4.3 8 1.6 8 1.6
High density 95 2.7 28 3.8 19 3.8 17 2.9 9 1.7 10 2.0 3 0.6
Medium density a7 1.3 7 1.0 7 1.4 17 2.9 3 0.6 4 0.8 5 1.0
Low density 29 0.8 3 0.4 4 0.8 11 1.9 2 04 3 0.6 0 0.0
Lowest density excluded - - - - - - - - - - - -
List 1,227 349 4 0.5 224 444 0 0.0 321 623 338 671 336 66.7
Recontact
Cell phone 678 193 224 308 73 145 187 322 30 5.8 51 101 65 12.9
Landline 807 230 278 382 93 185 197 340 82 159 46 91 60 119
3,511 100 728 100 504 100 580 100 515 100 504 100 504 100
2012 Asian -American Survey. Figures shown are unweighted. Percents are percent of total within each group.
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Questionnaire Development and Testing

The questionnaire was developed by the Pew Research Centeflhe development of the
guestionnaire was informed by feedback and advicefrom the panel of external advisers. In
order to improve the quality of the data, the English questionnaire was piloted and then
pretested with respondents using the Experian list sample.

Pilot Test and Pretest

For the pilot test of selected questions from the survey,100 interviews were completed with
Asian American adults sampled from the Experian lists. The interviews were conducted
October 6-11, 2011. Among households completing the screener, the Asian incidence was 48%.
The completion rate among qualified Asians was 76%. The average length for Asian households
was 18 minutes.Based on the results of the pilot test, a number of changes were made to the
guestionnaire and interviewer training procedures . There was no monetary conpensation for
respondents for pilot interviews.

The pretest of the full survey resulted in 15completed interviews with Asian -American adults
sampled from the Experian lists. The interviews were conducted November 14, 2011. Among
households completing the screener, the AsianAmerican incidence was 6%. The extended
interview completion rate among qualified Asian Americans was 68%. The average interview
length for Asian households was 2 minutes. Additional changes were made to the
guestionnaire and interv iewer training procedures based on the results of the pretest.

Translation of Questionnaire

Abt SRBI used a professional translation service for all translations. The initial translation

used athree-step processof translation by a professional translator, back translation to

English by a second translator, followed by proofreading and review for quality, consistency
and relevance.As an additional quality control, t he translated questionnaires were reviewed by
a linguist from an independent translation service on behalf of the Pew Research Center. The
translated questionnaires were compared to the English source document for accuracy of
translation in the vernacular language . Discrepancies and differences of opinion about the
most appropriate translation were resolved using an iterative process, with the original
translator taking responsibility for reconciling all comments and feedback into the final
translation.
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Survey Administration

A six call design was emplged for both landline and cell phone numbers with no callback limit
for qualified Asian households. One attempt was made to convert soft refusals in the landline
sample with no refusal attempts for the cell phone sample. Screening was conducted in
English, with the exception of the Korean and Vietnamese list samples which were conducted
by bilingual (English and Korean/Vietnamese) interviewers. Respondents speaking a foreign
language were @&ked what language they speakRespondents identified as speaking Mandarin,
Cantonese, Korean, Viethamese, Japanese, Hindi or Tagalog were transferred to an
appropriate foreign language interviewer or called back by an interviewer who speaks the
language if one was not immediately available.

All Asian respondents were offered $20 for their participation. Interviews were conducted in
English (2,338 interviews) , Cantonese (86 interviews), Mandarin (130 interviews), Vietnamese
(382 interviews), Tagalog (80 interviews), Japanese (123 interviews), Korean (360 interviews)
and Hindi (12 interviews). This was achieved by deploying 262 English-speaking and 14
foreign language-speaking interviewers. Only Korean and Viethamese bilingual interviewers
were assigned to the Korean and Vietnamese Experian samples. Calls were staggered ave
times of day and days of the week to maximize the chance of making contact with potential
respondents.

All qualified callbacks and refusal landline cases which could be matched to an address were
sent a letter encouraging participation in the survey. All language-barrier cases with an address
were mailed letters translated into the appropriate language (Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese,
Hindi, Japanese or Tagalog). A total of 1,131 letters were mailed.

Multilingual interviewers on staff were utilized for the project as well as newly recruited
multilingual interviewers. New foreign language hires were first tested by an accredited firm
on their language proficiency then evaluated and scored before being interviewed and hired by
Abt SRBI. All multilingual in terviewers first went through the standard Abt SRBI training
process that all interviewers complete. Bilingual interviewers with more proficiency and
interviewing experience were given coaching/team leader roles and worked with the
interviewers in their la nguage monitoring surveys, assisting in training and debriefing.

The screening effort yielded a response rate of 23% for the geographic landline RDD sample,
13% for the cell RDD sample, 14 to 18% for the list samples and 549% for the recontact
samples, using the Response Rate 3 definition from the American Association for Public
Opinion Research. The recontact sample response rates do not incorporate the response rates
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from the original surveys. Detailed sample disposition reports and response rates for each
sample sources are provided in the supplemental tables.

The completion rate for qualified Asian respondents was 73% for the geographic landline RDD
sample, 68% for the cell RDD sample, 8492% for the list samples and 81:86% for the
recontact samples.

Weighting

Several stages of statistical adjustment or weighting were neededo account for the complex
nature of the sample design. The weights account for numerous factors, including (1) the
geographic-based oversampling in the landline and cell RDD frames, (2) the selection rates in
the four list strata, (3) the original probabilities of selection for the recontacts cases, (4) the
presence of unresolved numbers in the sample (unknown eligibility), (5) nonresponse to the
screener, (6) within househol d selection, (7) the overlap of the landline and cell RDD frames,
(8) nonresponse to the extended interview, and (9) the limited coverage of the households in
the Lowest Density stratum. Each of these adjustments is detailed below.

The first step in the weighting process was to account for the differential probabilities of
selection of phone numbers sampled for the study. As discussed above, variation in the
probabilities of selection came from several sources. In the landline and cell RDD geographic
samples, numbers in counties with relatively high Asian American incidence were sampled at a
higher rate than numbers in counties with lower incidence. Also, the numbers in the four list
strata had selection probabilities higher than geographic RDD samples or the recontact
sample. The probability of selection adjustment is computed as

N},

My

where N is the number of telephone numbers in the frame in stratum h, and n is the number
of telephone numbers from stratum h in the released replicates. For the landline and cell RDD
geographic samples, stratum was defined by the crossclassification of frame (landline or cell)
and geographic stratum (Low, Medium, High, Higher, H ighest). For the four list samples, they
each constituted their own stratum in the national landline RDD frame. For most of the
recontact sample, stratum was defined as their sample (landline or cell) in the original survey.
For the recontact cases from the 2011 Pew Muslim American Survey, stratum was defined by
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the cross-classification of frame (landline or cell) and geographic stratum as specified for that
survey.

At the end of interviewing, each number dialed in the cell and landline geographic samples

plus the |list strata was classified as eligible (

ineligible (non-wor ki ng, business, or a igbilitydgbhusy/soapsiwes ne) ,

all attempts, fax/modem/computer tone, answering machine/voice mail, or call blocked). For
the recontact cases, this information was available from archived disposition reports for the
original surveys. The base weights of the elgible cases were adjusted for the fact that some of
the Aunknown eligibilityd cases are |likely
by first computing the ratio of known eligible cases in the stratum (E ) to the sum of known
eligible and known ineligible cases in the stratum (En+l ). This ratio was then multiplied by the
number of unknown eligibility cases in the stratum (U ) to yield an estimate for the number of
eligible cases among those with unknowneligibility ( IJJ_EUh). The adjustment is then computed
as _

(Ent E5) / En

The next step was to adjust for nonresponse tothe screener. The adjustment was computed as

| Fn

where IE—;]is the total count of telephone numbers in stratum h that are estimated to be
residential and Sh is the number of completed screener interviews in stratum h. Note that
IJ-‘QEI =E, + %h as suggested above.

Not all of the Asian-American adults identified in the screener completed the extended
interview. An adjustment was performed by first computing the ratio of known qualified
Asian-American cases in the stratum (A,) to the sum of known qualified Asian American cases
and screen-out (no Asian adults in household) cases in the stratum (As+By). This ratio was
then multiplied by the number unscreened cases in the stratum (Cs) to yield an estimate for
the number of qualified Asian American cases among those not screened /%h). The
adjustment is then computed as

(At ) 1 A

The weights were then adjusted to reflect the fact that only one eligible adult in the household
completed the screener interview. When landline numbers were dialed, interviewers asked to
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speak with fAthe vy oandogizes]t 18 years of dgéared moldel, ho js now at

homeo When cell phone numbers were dialed, the int
answering the phone was 18 years of agand older and, if so, proceeded with the beginning of

the screener interview. For both the landline and cell cases, if the initial screener respondent

was not Asian but reported an Asian adult in the household, then ultimately an Asian adult

became the final selected screener respondent. In this situation, interviewers then asked to

speak with the youngest male/female [randomized], 18 years of ageand older, who is Asian

and is now at home. 0 In order to ensure that Asi
adults are not under-represented in the survey, an adjustment was computed to weight cases

up proportional to the number of Asian adults in the household. This adjustment was

truncated at 4 to avoid excessive variance in the weights.

The base weights are the product of the aforementioned adjustments. The distribution of the
base weights was examined for any extreme values. The distribution of base weight values for
the recontact cases was noticeably different from the distribution of the base weight for the
balance of the sample. The recontact cases had significantly larger bae weights, on average,
owing to smaller sampling fractions relative to the geographic RDD samples and list samples.
Trimming of the base weights was, therefore, done separately for the reeontact cases and the
balance of the sample. In both instances, thethreshold for trimming was the median + (6 x the
interquartile range), which is common for major surveys with complex sample designs.

The next weighting step accounts for the overlap between the landline RDD frame and the
cellular RDD frame. The dual service (landline and cell-only) respondents from the two frames
were integrated in proportion to their effective sample sizes. The first effective sample size was
computed by filtering on the dual service landline cases and computing the coefficient of
variation (cv) of the final base weight. The design effect for these cases was approximated as
1+c\2. The effective sample size (n) was computed as the unweighted sample size divided by
the design effect. The effective sample size for the cell frame dual seree cases (n2) was
computed in an analogous way. The compositing factor for the landline frame dual service
cases was computed as #i(n 1 + n2). The compositing factor for the cellular frame dual service
cases was computed as #i(n 1 + ny).

The survey sampk was then balanced topopulation totals for the Asian-American adult
population. The sample was balanced to match national net Asian American adult population
parameters from the 2010 American Community Survey public use microdata sample (ACS
PUMS) for gender by age, genderby education, education by age, region, ethnic group by
nativity, ethnic group by gender by age, and ethnic groupby gender by education. The ethnic
group categories were Chinesealone, Filipino alone, Asian Indian alone, Japanesealone,
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Korean alone, Viethamesealone, and Other Asian, including those that identify with more than
one Asian group. In addition, the sample was balanced to Asian-American adult telephone
service estimates from an analysis of the JanuaryJune 2011 National Hedth Interview Survey.
The distribution of the calibrated weights was examined for any extreme values. The
distribution of the final weights was truncated at the median + (6 x the interquartile range).

This trimming was performed in order to reduce extreme variance in the weights and
ultimately improve the precision of the weighted survey estimates. The sum of the final weights
was set to equal the total number of net AsianAmerican adults based on the 2010 ACS PUMS.

Due to the complex nature of the 2011 Asian-American Survey, formulas commonly used in
RDD surveys to estimate margins of error (standard errors) are inappropriate. Such formulas
would understate the true variability in the estimates. To account for the complex design, a
repeated sampling technique d specifically jackknife delete two repeated replication, JK-20 was
used to create repgicate weights for this study. The subsamples (replicates) were created using
the same sample design, but deleting a portion of the sample, and then weighting each
subsample up to the population total. A total of 100 replicates were created by combining
telephone numbers to reduce the computational effort. A statistical software package designed
for complex survey data, Stata v12, was used to calculate all of the staratd errors and test
statistics in the survey.
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Supplemental Tables

Landline RDD Geographic Strata Sample Disposition Report

Geographic Stratum

Low Medium High Higher

density density density density

Total phone numbers used 44,804 34,994 30,610 29,384
Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1) 2,820 2,066 1,651 1,597
Partial interview (1.2) 3 13 7 27
Refusal and break off (2.1) 3,799 2,783 2,467 2,482

Non - contact (2.2) 2,837 2,107 1,924 1,824
Other (2.3) 280 178 205 218

Unknown household (3.1) 3,911 3,181 3,594 3,555

Unknown other (3.2, 3.9) 1,435 1,210 1,411 1,302

Not eligible (4.0) 29,719 23,456 19,351 18,379

e=Estimated proportion of cases of

0, 0, 0, 0,
unknown eligibility that are eligible 24.7% 23.4% 24.4% 25.1%

Contact rate 62.4% 61.7% 57.9% 58.7%
Cooperation rate 42.6% 42.5% 40.0% 38.9%
Response rate 25.5% 25.3% 22.1% 21.7%

Highest

density
774

34
1
70
33
9
55
34
538

21.5%

68.6%

32.4%

20.5%

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion Research

(AAPOR) standard definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Total
140,566

8,168
51
11,601
8,725
890
14,296
5,392
91,443

24.4%

60.5%

41.2%

23.9%
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Cellular RDD Geographic Strata Sample Disposition Report

Low
density
Total phone numbers used 26,052
Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1) 2,305

Partial interview (1.2) 12
Refusal and break off (2.1) 5,221
Non -contact (2.2) 5,149

Other (2.3) 130
Unknown household  (3.1) 1,491
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9) 2,123
Not eligible (4.0) 9,621
e=Estimated proportion of cases of 57 1%
unknown eligibility that are eligible 7
Contact rate 51.5%
Cooperation rate 30.6%
Response rate 15.5%

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Geographic Stratum

Medium
density

20,179

1,614
14
3,965
4,115
97
1,156
1,875
7,343

57.2%

49.3%

28.9%

14.0%

American Association for Public Opinion Research
(AAPOR) standard definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.

High
density

23,247

1,665
47
4,456
4,722
178
1,388
2,597
8,194

57.5%

47.5%

27.0%

12.5%

Higher
density

18,029

1,441
33
3,476
3,755
141
1,196
1,988
5,999

59.6%

47.4%

29.1%

13.4%

Highest
density

480

53
3
91
80
5
23
45
180

56.3%

56.2%

36.1%

19.6%

Total
87,987

7,078
109
17,209
17,821
551
5,254
8,628
31,337

57.7%

49.1%

29.0%

13.9%
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List Sample Disposition Report

Total phone numbers used

Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1)

Partial interview (1.2)
Refusal and break off (2.1)
Non-contact (2.2)

Other (2.3)

Unknown household (3.1)
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9)
Not eligible (4.0)

e=Estimated proportion of cases of
unknown eligibility that are eligible

Contact rate
Cooperation rate

Response rate

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion
Research (AAPOR) standard definitions for

RR3.
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U.S. Asian Group

Vietnamese Korean
3,664 4,302
441 535
42 9

269 1,066
1,471 970
34 74
267 212
627 439
513 997
81.5% 72.7%
26.3% 53.8%
58.6% 33.2%
14.8% 17.1%

Japanese

4,170

588
32
1,375
784
83
250
348
710

80.1%

62.2%

29.5%

17.6%

Filipino

4,800
582
14

1,058
978
56
483
763
866

75.6%

47.1%

35.2%

16.0%

contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate
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Recontact Sample Disposition Report

Muslim American Language Barrier Other Recontact
Screening
Landline Cell Phone Landline Cell Phone Landline Cell Phone

Total phone numbers used 1036 1144 759 646 1604 1326
Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1) 380 330 178 135 447 314
Partial interview (1.2) 27 36 19 26 26 25
Refusal and break off (2.1) 307 272 148 131 436 292
Non -contact (2.2) 43 129 80 100 97 148
Other (2.3) 3 1 63 11 18 10
Unknown household (3.1) 33 39 22 16 70 68
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9) 134 198 163 162 169 200
Not eligible (4.0) 109 139 86 65 341 269
e=Estimated proportion of cases of 87.5% 84.7% 85.0% 86.1% 75.0% 74.6%
unknown eligibility that are eligible ’ ) ’ : : :
Contact rate 79.1% 66.0% 63.2% 54.5% 77.0% 64.8%
Cooperation rate 53.2% 51.7% 51.6% 46.2% 49.2% 49.8%
Response rate 41.9% 34.1% 27.6% 24.3% 37.1% 31.8%
2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) standard

definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.
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Sample Demographics: Gender, Age, Education, Phone Use, Region

Population Unweighted Weighted
Gender by Age
Male, 18-34 17.57% 13.28% 17.40%
Male, 35-54 18.35% 19.25% 18.60%
Male, 55+ 10.91% 15.82% 14.00%
Female , 18-34 18.66% 11.52% 15.80%
Female , 35-54 20.78% 20.42% 19.20%
Female , 55+ 13.73% 19.71% 15.10%
Gender by Education
Male, High school or less 13.28% 10.83% 12.50%
Male, Some college 12.07% 6.56% 9.00%
Male, College grad+ 21.48% 30.97% 28.40%
Female , High school or less 17.13% 14.90% 15.10%
Female , Some college 13.07% 8.40% 9.90%
Female , College grad+ 22.97% 28.34% 25.10%
Education by Age
High school or less , 18-34 8.22% 4.82% 7.50%
High school or less , 35-54 10.95% 8.37% 8.60%
High school or less , 55+ 11.25% 12.71% 11.60%
Some college , 18-34 12.42% 5.90% 9.60%
Some college , 35-54 8.28% 4.37% 5.40%
Some college , 55+ 4.43% 4.90% 4.30%
College grad+, 18-34 15.58% 14.15% 16.20%
College grad+, 35-54 19.90% 26.89% 23.80%
College grad+, 55+ 8.97% 17.88% 13.10%
Phone use*
Landline only 8.00% 7.72% 7.70%
Dual service 63.50% 77.87% 67.30%
Cell only 28.50% 14.41% 25.00%
Region
Northeast 20.13% 19.88% 21.10%
Midwest 11.30% 9.23% 11.50%
South 21.50% 19.74% 20.20%
West 47.07% 51.15% 47.30%
Population parameters from American Community Survey 2010 (ACS) except where noted; Unweighted and

weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
*Phone use population parameters from National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Jan. -June 2011.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Nativity
Population Unweighted Weighted
Chinese Bornin US 4.28% 5.20% 5.62%
Foreign born 17.39% 15.46% 18.57%
Filipino Born in US 3.74% 3.69% 4.22%
Foreign born 12.11% 10.69% 10.7 5%
Indian Bornin US 1.91% 1.74% 211%
Foreign born 14.39% 14.78% 16.38%
Japanese Bornin US 3.27% 8.12% 571%
Foreign born 2.16% 6.57% 3.93%
Korean Bornin US 1.50% 1.60% 1.69%
Foreign born 7.64% 12.80% 9.24%
Vietnamese Bornin US 1.45% 1.40% 1.92%
Foreign born 8.24% 13.00% 10.3 5%
Other/multiple Born in US 9.75% 1.54% 3.08%
Foreign born 12.17% 3.40% 6.4 3%
Population parameters  are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010
(ACS); Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Age

Population Unweighted Weighted

Chinese Male, 18-34 3.49% 3.54% 4.63%
Male, 35-54 3.97% 4.12% 4.20%

Male, 55+ 2.80% 2.37% 2.95%

Female , 18-34 3.58% 3.04% 4.00%

Female , 35-54 4.61% 4.07% 4.34%

Female , 55+ 3.22% 2.87% 3.13%

Filipino Male, 18-34 2.22% 1.55% 1.74%
Male, 35-54 2.62% 2.08% 2.06%

Male, 55+ 1.85% 2.92% 2.43%

Female , 18-34 2.48% 1.64% 2.77%

Female , 35-54 3.72% 2.81% 3.06%

Female , 55+ 2.95% 3.60% 3.12%

Indian Male, 18-34 3.45% 4.30% 4.81%
Male, 35-54 3.34% 5.09% 4.88%

Male, 55+ 1.64% 1.67% 2.31%

Female , 18-34 3.36% 2.16% 2.72%

Female , 35-54 2.91% 2.52% 2.86%

Female , 55+ 1.58% 0.99% 1.18%

Japanes e Male, 18-34 0.50% 0.76% 0.76%
Male, 35-54 0.93% 1.84% 1.40%

Male, 55+ 0.87% 3.07% 1.73%

Female , 18-34 0.58% 0.70% 0.64%

Female , 35-54 1.16% 2.84% 1.97%

Female , 55+ 1.40% 5.12% 2.97%

Korean Male, 18-34 1.43% 0.70% 1.26%
Male, 35-54 1.52% 1.96% 1.59%

Male, 55+ 0.90% 2.34% 1.70%

Female , 18-34 1.76% 1.17% 1.40%

Female , 35-54 2.15% 4.42% 2.72%

Female , 55+ 1.39% 3.95% 2.40%

Table continued on next page

Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Age, Continued

Vietnamese

Other /multiple

Population parameters are single
Unweighted and weighted results from

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Male, 18-34
Male, 35-54
Male, 55+
Female , 18-34
Female , 35-54
Female , 55+
Male, 18-34
Male, 35-54
Male, 55+
Female , 18-34
Female , 35-54
Female , 55+

Population
1.50%
2.11%
1.08%
1.64%
2.12%
1.25%
4.99%
3.86%
1.76%
5.26%
4.11%
1.94%
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Unweighted
1.37%
2.92%
2.95%
1.78%
2.92%
2.78%
1.05%
1.23%
0.50%
1.02%
0.85%
0.41%

-group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
2012 Asian -American Survey.

Weighted
1.79%
2.43%
2.29%
1.76%
2.59%
1.67%
2.45%
2.00%
0.56%
2.45%
1.66%
0.59%
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Education

Population Unweighted Weighted

Chinese Male, High school or less 3.13% 2.35% 3.17%
Male, Some college 2.01% 1.26% 1.89%

Male, College grad+ 5.12% 6.68% 7.00%

Female , High school or less 3.92% 2.38% 2.89%

Female , Some college 2.17% 1.43% 2.21%

Female , College grad+ 5.31% 6.56% 7.01%

Filipino Male, High school or less 1.59% 1.35% 1.27%
Male, Some college 2.46% 1.35% 1.68%

Male, College grad+ 2.64% 3.75% 3.25%

Female , High school or less 2.14% 1.38% 2.02%

Female , Some college 2.60% 1.55% 2.41%

Female , College grad+ 4.42% 5.01% 4.40%

Indian Male, High school or less 1.32% 0.77% 1.17%
Male, Some college 1.16% 0.72% 1.11%

Male, College grad+ 5.96% 9.51% 9.61%

Female , High school or less 1.72% 0.57% 1.21%

Female , Some college 1.24% 0.66% 0.89%

Female , College grad+ 4.89% 4.33% 4.53%

Japanes e Male, High school or less 0.47% 0.86% 0.76%
Male, Some college 0.69% 0.97% 0.75%

Male, College grad+ 1.14% 4.01% 2.45%

Female , High school or less 0.89% 2.29% 1.66%

Female , Some college 0.99% 1.83% 1.23%

Female , College grad+ 1.26% 4.70% 2.76%

Korean Male, High school or less 0.80% 0.83% 1.00%
Male, Some college 1.04% 0.46% 0.99%

Male, College grad+ 2.01% 3.61% 2.47%

Female , High school or less 1.60% 2.84% 2.23%

Female , Some college 1.32% 1.26% 0.97%

Female , College grad+ 2.38% 5.27% 3.21%

Table continued on next page

Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Education,
Con tinued

Population Unweighted Weighted
Vietnamese Male, High school or less 2.07% 3.87% 3.29%
Male, Some college 1.43% 1.38% 1.60%
Male, College grad+ 1.19% 1.86% 1.48%
Female , High school or less 2.66% 4.81% 3.42%
Female , Some college 1.23% 1.20% 1.22%
Female , College grad+ 1.11% 1.32% 1.25%
Other /multiple Male, High school or less 3.91% 0.80% 1.80%
Male, Some college 3.28% 0.43% 0.99%
Male, College grad+ 3.43% 1.55% 2.14%
Female , High school or less 4.19% 0.63% 1.67%
Female , Some college 3.52% 0.46% 0.94%
Female , College grad+ 3.59% 1.15% 1.97%
Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);

Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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APPENDIX 4: TOPLINE QUESTIONNAIRE

PEW RESEARCEENTER
2012 SURVEY OF ASIANMERICANS
FINAL TOPLINE

Asian Christian  Protestant Catholic  Buddhist Hindu Unaffiliated
Americans
N 3,511 1,599 860 702 526 333 844

Note: All numbers are percentages. The percentages greater than zero but less than @& ¥eplaced by an
asterisk (*). Columns/rows may not total 100% due to rounding?ercentages for sutgroups are not

reported when n is less than 10&elected trends for the general public are shown for comparison. General
public trends for the United States come from various surveys by the Pew Research Center projects, and are
noted as follows:

P-Pfi Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
SDTh Pew Social & Demographic Trends

Forumii Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life

GAMi Pew Global AttitudesProject

PHOR Pew Hispanic Center

Throughout the topline, 6 o u n t r yindicdtes l@nguageicustpndized to match the Asian group of the
respondent. See code for COOGROUP at the end of the topline for more detail. Demographic questions are
not shown. For more detail, see the questionnaire.

SCREENING INTERVIEW

NO QUESTION 1

ASK ALL

QUESTION 2 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
NO QUESTION 3

SCREENING INTERVIEW QUESTIONS NOT SHOWN INCLUDE: HISPANIC ORIGIN, RACE, SPECIFIC ASIAN
GROUP, ALTERNATE RESPONDE¥LECTION QUESTIONS

ASK ALL

As mentioned before, this survey is being conducted for the Pew Research Center. We have some questions on a few diff
topics, and as a token of our appreciation for your time, we would like to send you $2 aif tthesceumpdgtid he

next question is, é
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MAIN INTERVIEW BEGINS HERE

QUESTIONS-8 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
NO QUESTION 8

QUESTIONS-22b PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ASK ALL
Q13 If you had to choose, would you rather have a smaller government pearidoesf@rverbigger government
providing more services?

Asian Christian Protestant Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

Americans iated  Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 Jan 8,
2012 20p
Smalle_r government, fewe 36 37 40 33 30 a1 36 52
services
Biggegovernment, more
services 55 55 52 60 62 46 54 39
Depend@/OL.) 4 3 3 3 3 5 4 2
Dondt kn¢vwL)R 5 5 5 3 5 7 6 7

NO QUESTION 14 THROUGH 16
QUESTION 17 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
NO QUESTION 18

ASK ALL

Q19 Here are some goals peoplervtied lives. Please tell me how important each of the following is to you
personally. FI$NSERT FIRST ITEM; RANDOMIZEs that one of the most important things in your life,
or very important but not one of the most important things, or sgpogahitar not important? How
aboutINSERT NEXT ITEM REPEAT ASNECESSARYs t hat one of the most i m
or very important but not one of the mdFst i mportar
RESPONDENT SASSY ERY | MPORT ANTOOT oP ROBE i f vy, woul d that be
things in your life OR very important but not one of the most important things OR somewhat important, OR not
i mportant. 6

One of the  Very important Somewha  Not Don¢
most but not one of tt important important  know/
important most important Refused
ALL ASIANAMERICANS things things (voL.)
d. Being a good parent 67 27 4 1 1
b. Having a successful marriage 54 32 9 4 1
g. Owning your own home 32 36 26 6 1
f. Helping othg@reople who are in need 28 44 26 2 1
a. Being s_uccessful in gphighg career or 27 39 57 6 1
profession
c. Living a very religious life 22 23 28 25 1
e. Having lots of free time to relax or do th 20 37 36 6 1

you want to do
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Q19 CONTI NUEDEé
a Being successful in apaiging career or profession

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffil General

Americans ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 127,
2012 2016°
One of the most important 27 24 20 29 36 33 20 9
things
Veryimportant butnotone 4 40 38 44 35 42 41 36
the most important thing:
Somewhat important 27 28 33 23 24 18 31 34
Not important 6 6 7 4 4 5 6 21
Dondt kn¢voL)R 1 1 2 * 1 2 2 1

b. Having a successful marriage

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

American ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 1427,
2012 2010
Ong of the most important 54 56 59 53 50 66 46 34
things
Very important but not one
the most important thing: 32 32 3l 33 35 28 34 51
Somewhat important 9 7 5 10 10 2 13 8
Not important 4 3 3 4 2 1 6 6
Dondt kn¢vwL)R 1 1 2 0 2 2 2 2

c. Living a very religious life

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

Americant ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 127,
2012 2010
Ong of the most important 22 37 40 33 19 17 3 20
things
Very important but notone 4 31 29 33 23 23 10 35
the most important thing:
Somewhat important 28 24 25 25 38 31 25 25
Not important 25 7 5 8 19 28 60 19
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 1 1 2 * 1 1 2 1
®InJan2010 t he question stem read, OHere are some goaltantt hat peo

to them. Others say they are not so important. Please tiefipogdrdg each is to you personallJINSERT FIRST ITEM;

RANDOMIZE], is that one of the most important things in your life, very important but not the most, somewhat important, or not
important? How abfMSERT NEXT ITEM[REPEAT AS NECESSA®Yhat one of the most important things in your life, very

i mportant but not the mosf§ somewhat i mportant, or not i mpor
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Q19 CONTI NUEDEé

d. Being a good parent

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffil General

American: ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 127,
2012 2010

One of the most important

. 67 66 64 68 65 80 63 50
things
Very important but not one
the most important thing: 21 29 3l 26 29 1 30 44
Somewhat important 4 4 3 4 5 2 4 2
Not important 1 1 * 1 * 1 2 3
Dondt kn¢@wL)R 1 1 1 * 1 * 2 1

e. Having lots of free time to relda thrings you want to do

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

American ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 1427,
2012 2010
Ong of the most important 20 20 20 21 21 16 20 10
things
Very important but not one
the mostmportant things 37 36 38 33 39 35 42 43
Somewhat important 36 36 35 36 34 42 32 37
Not important 6 7 6 9 5 7 6 9
Dondt kn¢vwL)R 1 1 1 1 1 * 1 1
f. Helping other people who are in need

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

Americant ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 127,
2012 2010
Ong of the most important o8 30 30 30 o4 32 19 20
things
Very important but notone 43 40 46 44 43 45 60
the most important thing:
Somewhat important 26 25 29 21 28 24 31 18
Not important 2 1 1 3 2 1 2 1
Dondt kn¢voL)R 1 * 1 * 2 0 3 1

www. pewforum .org
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Q19 CONTI NUEDEé
g. Owning your own home.

Asian Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffil General

Americans ant iated Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Jan 127,
2012 2010
One of the most important 32 33 o8 18 38 33 24 20
things
Very important butnotone 5. 37 39 34 36 39 35 53
the most important thing:
Somewhat important 26 23 25 22 20 24 32 20
Not important 6 6 8 5 5 3 8 7
Dondt kn¢dL)R 1 1 * 1 1 1 1 1

QUESTIONS 202b PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

NO QUESTION 23

ASK ALL
Q24  Overall, do you think of yourself to be a typical American OR very different from a typical American?

Asian  Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffiliatec
American:

Jan 3

Mar27

2012
Typical American 39 44 41 46 32 27 41
Very different from typical Americ 53 49 50 49 59 59 52
Dondt knowL)Ref u 9 7 8 5 10 14 8

NO QUESTION 25
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ASK ALL

On a different topic.

Q26A In the past 12 months, have you wattkedther people from your neighborhood to fix a problem or improve a
condition in your community or el sewhere, or haveni

ASK IF YES Q26A=1

Q26B When you have done this, was it through a house of worship or other religiousrouggmizabidr, t
community or other Aaligious organization, or have you done this kind of work through both religious and non
religious organizations?

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

American: ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 Jul 28
2012 31,
2011
Yes, have done this 44 49 49 48 39 43 38 38
Through a house of worshi 7 12 16 9 4 5 1 _

other religious organizatior
Through a civic, communit
or other nereligious 22 17 14 21 22 24 28 -
organization

Through both religious anc

2 L 13 19 18 18 12 13 --
nonreligious organizations
Neithe(VOL.) 2 1 1 2 1 2 3 -
Dondt kn¢v®L)R * * 1 0 * 0 * --
No, havendt d 55 49 50 50 60 55 62 62
Dondt kne@wL)Re 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 *

NOQUESTION 27 THROUGH 29

www. pewforum .org
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ASK ALL

On another topic

Q30 Whatis your present religion, if any? Are you Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such as Greek or
Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, sonreitiimgeispadicular?
[INTERVIEWER: IFR VOLUNTEER®1 0t hi ng i n part i BEFOREREACHIDIGe, no r e
END OF LIST, PROMPTWITH:nd woul d you say thatds atheist, agn

RECORD RESPONSE | F RESBOEDBEEO6OSAMBBEA (Q30=11)

Q30a (RECORD RESPONSE)

ASK | F RESPONDED O0SOMETHI NG ELSE6 OR ODONST KNOW6 OR R

Q30b Do you think of yourself as a Christian, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Hindu, or none of these?

Asian  General
Americans Public

Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27  201%4
2012
ChristiafNET] 42 75
Protestafit 22 50
Roman Catholic 19 23
Other Christian 1 2
Mormon 1 2
Orthodox 1 1
Iglesia ni CrisfgOL.) * --
Buddhist 14 1
Hindu 10 *
Other ReligidiNET] 7 4
Jewish * 2
Muslim 4 1
Unitarian (UniversaliMpL.) * *
Sikh(VOL.) 1 -
JainVOL.) * -
Baha'i FaitttOL.) * -
ShintqVOL.) * -
Confucia(vOL.) * --
Cao DgaivOL.) * --
Something else (SPECIFY) 1 2
UnaffiliatefNET] 26 19
Atheist/Agnostic 8 5
Nothing in particular 17 13
Dondt kno¢wL)Re 1 1

54General public figures based on aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Research Center fan the Peaple & the Press
2011(N=19,377)
®I'ncludes oOProtestanté and oChristian (VOL.). 6
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IF PROTESTANT/CHRISTIAN (Q30=1, 13) OR (Q30=11 AND Q30b=1), ASK:
Q31 _denom  As far as your present religion, what denomination or church, if any, do you identify with most closely?
Just stop me when | get to the right one. (READY)
INTERVIEWER: DO NOT READ QUESTION IF R VOLUNTEERED DENOMINATION IN PREVIOUS
QUESTION. RECORRESPONSE IN APPROPRIATE CATEGORY.

BASED ON PROTESTANES60]:

Asian
American:
Jan 3
Mar27
2012
Baptist 18
Methodist 9
Lutheran 4
Presbyterian 19
Pentecostal (Assemblies of God, Fout
7
Square Gospel)
Episcopalian or Anglican 3
Church of Christ, or Disciples of Chris 1
(Christian Church)
Congregational or United Church of C 3
Holiness (Nazarenes, Wesleyan Chur >

Salvation Army)
Reformed (Reformed Church in Amer
Christian Reformed)
Church of God *
Nondenominational or Independent C 14

*

Something el&PECIFY) 2
Or none in particular 10
Jehovah@®GL)Wi t ness 2
Just a ProtestéviOL.) *
Just a Christi@rOL.) 1
SeventDay AdventiévOL.) 2
Dondét kn¢wlL)Ref use 3
(N=860)

NO QUESTION 31A THROUGH 31P

QUESTIONS 31Q THROUGH 31T NOT SHOWNE TO SMALL SAMPLE SIZETHER SPECIFIC GROUPS
OR DENOMINATIONS FOR MORMOK®RTHODOX, JEWISH, MUSLIM)

www. pewforum .org
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IF BUDDHIST (Q30=7 OR Q30b=3), ASK:

Q31u Which of the following Buddhist groups, if any, do you identify with most clos€ R ONDaNCE :
tare-ah-VAH-dah) Buddhism, VipasS@®RONOUNCE: viPAH-sah-nah) Buddhism, Matama

(PRONOUNCE: mahah-YAH-nah)Bu d d hi s m

(such

rah-YAH-nah) Buddhism (such as Tibetan), or something else?

BASED ON BUDDHIS[N=526]:

Theravada Buddhism

Vipassana Buddhism

Mahayana (Zen, St

Vajrayana (Tibetan) Buddhism

Jodo Shinshu (Higashi Honganji, Nis
Honganji) BuddhiéviOL.)

Soka Gokkai (Nichir@rpL.)

Other Buddhi€$PECIFY)

Buddhist not further specified (just a
Buddhis{VOL.)

Dondt kn¢vwL)Ref us:ce

IF HINDU (Q30=8 OR Q30b=4), ASK:

Asian
American:
Jan 3
Mar27
2012

N

13

N
Brr N

15
(N=526)

as

IPRONOUBSCENVI o r

Q31v  Which of the following Hindu groups, if any, do you identify with most close(PRUGMNSHABNGE :
VAISH-nuh-vuh) Hinduism or Shai{lFlRONOUNCE: SHAV¥ite) Hinduism, or is it something else?

BASED ON HINDUN=333]:

Asian
Americant

Jan 3

Mar27

2012
Vaishnava Hinduism 19
Shaivite Hinduism 10
Shaktism Hinduiév©L.) *
ISKCON/Hare Krish(OL.) 3
VedantgVOL.) 2
Other Hind(SPECIFY) 5
Hindu not further specified (just Hfk@L).) 53
Dondét kn¢wlL)Ref used 7

(N=333)
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ASK IF CHRISTIAN (Q30=4,13,21 or Q30b=1)

Q32  Would you describe youfBe¢SERT ITEM; ASK A ALWAYS FIRST; RANDOMIZE ITEMS B% C]

a. as a "boragain” or evangelical Christian,?r not

BASED ON CHRISTIAN [N=1,599]:

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaff# General
Americans ant Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 201%6
2012
Yes 40 40 58 19 42
No 52 52 32 73 54
Dondt kndwoL.) 8 8 10 8 4
Undesignated * * * 0 --
(N=1,599) (N=1,599) (N=860)  (N=702) (N=14,871)
b. as a Pentecodfal)30=2 INSER® C a t IOLIOTHE® CHRISTIANS INSEBRTChr i sti ano6], or
BASED ON CHRISTIAN [N=1,599]:
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi  General
Americans ant Public
Jan 3 (Forum)
Mar27 May 8
2012 Aug 13,
2007
Yes 16 16 16 16 14
No 73 73 70 74 79
Dondt kn¢v@®L)R 11 11 13 9 8
Undesignated * * * 0 -
(N=1,599) (N=1,599) (N=860)  (N=702) (N=28,279)
C. as a Charismaltic@30=2 INSER® C a t MIOLIOTHE® CHRISTIANS INSEBRTChr i sti and6], or
BASED ONCHRISTIAN [N=1,599]:
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi  General
Americans ant Public
Jan 3 (Forum)
Mar27 May 8
2012 Aug 13,
2007
Yes 26 26 24 28 25
No 62 62 60 64 63
Dondt kn¢v@®L)R 12 12 16 8 12
Undesignated * * * 0 -
(N=1,599) (N=1,599) (N=860)  (N=702) (N=28,279)

%6 General public figures based on aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Resegnh & thad? rizs<tlie theq/ear

2011

Sitmoal | cases, oOoOundesignateddé refers to
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ASK ALL
ATTEND Aside from weddings and funerals, how oftefFIB@FUBUDDHIST OR HINDU INSERT
OATTEND RELI GI OUS SERVI CESO®RI NSE BTUDDGO® STTO ORO UWHR N
HOUSE OF WO R&dilthaR onte.a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a
year, seldom, or never?
Asian  Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffl General
Americant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 20138
2012
More than once a week 10 20 26 15 3 4 * 12
Once a week 22 40 35 45 9 15 1 25
Once or twice a month 13 12 12 12 19 28 5 15
A few times a year 22 14 14 16 33 38 18 19
Seldom 18 9 10 9 20 11 34 15
Never 15 3 3 2 16 4 42 12
Dondt kn¢vwL)R 1 1 1 1 * * * 1
ASK ALL
Q33  How important is religion in youd Wery important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all
important?
Asian  Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffl General
Americant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 Jul 21
2012 Aug 5,
2010
Very important 39 64 64 64 27 32 4 58
Somewhat important 30 28 27 30 46 51 18 24
Not too important 17 6 8 5 22 13 35 9
Not at all important 13 1 1 2 4 4 41 8
Dondt kn¢v@L)R 1 * * * * 0 2 1

%8 General public figures based on aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Research Genterdss thetReppte &
2011(N=17,992) I n these surveys, question wording was O0OAside from
for all respondents including Buddhist and Hindu respondents
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ASK ALL

Q34A Which comes closest to your [RE#D, IN ORDER]
[ NSERT LANGUAGE FOR Holy book: I F CHRISTI AN | NSER’
Toraho; | F MUSLI M I NSERT othe Korano; | F UNAFFI LI A°
HINDU, ANDALLOTHER | NSERT ot he Holy Scr iisghewordeobGod,[ | NSERT
OR[INSERT HOLY BOOKis a book written by men and is not the word of God.

IF BELIEVE [HOLY BOOK] IS WORD OF GOD (Q34A=1), ASK:

Q34B And would you say {READ, IN ORDER?
[[FCHRI STI AN | NSERT othe Bibleo6; I F JEWI SH | NSERT ot
Korandé; | F UNAFFILI ATED | NSERT othe Bibleo6; | F BUDI

othe Holy Script ur e dstobe takésliEerlly, wbr®forword ORefeng in
[INSERT HOLY BOOK3hould be taken literally, word for word.

Asian  Christian Protest Cathol Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

American ant ic iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 Jul 21
Aug 5,
2010
NET [HOLY BOOKs the 48 80 86 72 24 36 10 68
word of God
[HOLY BOOK is to be 20 36 41 29 10 9 2 34
taken literally, word for wol
Not everything [HOLY
BOOK] should be taken 24 38 37 39 10 25 7 30
literally, word for word.
Other(VOL.) 1 2 3 2 0 1 * 1
Dondt kn¢veL)R 3 3 5 2 3 2 1 2
[HOLY BOOK]is a book
written by men and is not the 36 15 10 23 44 43 68 23
word of God.
Other(VOL.) 3 2 1 3 4 2 5 3
Dondét kn¢dL)Re 12 3 4 3 28 19 17 6
ASK ALL

Q35 Do you believe in God or a universal spirit, or not?

Asian Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffiliatec General

American: Public

Jan 3 (Forum)

Mar27 May 19

2012 Jun 4,

2010
Yes 79 96 95 97 71 91 49 92
No 16 3 4 2 21 6 40 6
Other(VOL) 1 * * 0 2 1 2 1
Dondt kno 4 1 1 1 6 3 9 1

(VOL.)
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ASK BUDDHISTS (Q30=7 or Q30b=3) AND HINDUS (Q30=8 or Q30b=4)
Q36 Doyoubelieve[int F BUDDHI ST | NSERT 0Nl RVANAOG the Htimbté Ssai2U | NS E R
transcending pain and desire in which individual consciousness ends, or not?

BASED ON BUDDHISTS=526]:

Asian
Americans
Jan Mar27
2012
Yes 51
No 30
Other(VOL) 2
Dondt kn¢v@®L)R 17
Undesignated *
(N=526)

BASED ON HINDUS [N=333]:
Asian
Americans
Jan Mar27
2012
Yes 59
No 27
Other(VOL) 1
Dondét kn¢vwlL)R 13
(N=333)

NO QUESTION 37
ASK ALL

Q38  Which, if any, of the following do you believe in? Do ygiiNB&ERVATEM; RANDOMIZE]pr not? Do
you belie/dNSERT NEXT ITEMJor not?

Yes, believeir No, doné Dono6t k
ALL ASIANAMERICANS Refuse(/OL.)
c. in heaven, where people who have led good Ii
60 33 7
eternally rewarded?
e. in angels? 58 36 6
f. in evil spirits? 51 43 6
d. in hell, where peopleo have led bad lives and «
X ) : 50 42 8
without being sorry are eternally punished?
h. in yogajot just as exercise, but as a spiritual p 41 50 9
b. in ancestral spirits 41 49 10
i. inspiritual energy located in physical things, su
) 35 57 8
mountains, trees or crystals
a. in reincarnation, thaf[ people will be reborn in tl 34 56 10
world again and again
g. in astrology, or that the position of the stars ar 30 62 8

pl anets can affect pe
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Q38 CONTI NUEDEé

a. inreincarnation, that people will be reborn in this world again and again?

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General
Americans ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 Aug 20
27, 2009
Yes, believe in 34 23 16 32 64 59 26 24
No, dondt be 56 69 76 59 28 33 60 69
Dondt kn¢voL)R 10 8 8 9 8 9 15 6
b. in ancestral spirits?
Asian  Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffilated
Americant
Jan 3
Mar27
2012
Yes, believe in 41 38 27 49 67 34 37
No,dondt bel i 49 54 63 43 25 58 52
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 10 9 10 8 7 8 11
c. in heaven, where people who have led good lives are eternally rewarded?
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General
Americant ant iated Public
Jan 3 (Forum)
Mar27 May 8
2012 Aug 13,
2007°
Yes, believe in 60 86 85 89 52 45 27 74
No, dondt be 33 11 11 8 40 50 60 17
Other(VOL.) -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 3
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 7 4 4 3 8 5 13 6
d. in hell, where people who have lidelsaehd die without being sorry are eternally punished?
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffli General
American ant iated Public
Jan 3 (Forum)
Mar27 May 8
2012 Aug 13,
2007°
Yes, believe in 50 71 71 71 51 34 21 59
No, Ioelened t 42 24 24 24 40 61 67 30
Other(VOL.) -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 3
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 8 5 5 6 9 5 11 8
%In May/August, the questioni@d®o you t hi nk t loperwho have lechgodd kvastaren n awhandteee war ded ?
response options included O0othero6 as a volunteered option.
% n May/ August, the question read, adhesandde withbuteikgsoripae e i s a
et ernal layndp utnhies hreeds?pdonse options included O0Ootherd6 as a vol unt
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Q38 CONTI NUEDEé
e. in angels?

Asian  Christian Protestan’ Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffilated
American:

Jan 3

Mar27

2012
Yes, believe in 58 85 84 86 49 38 25
No, donodot be 36 12 12 11 41 58 65
Dondt kn¢v@®L)R 6 3 4 2 10 5 10

f. in evil spirits?

Asian  Christian Protestan Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffilated
Americans

Jan 3

Mar27

2012
Yes, believe in 51 69 71 67 54 28 29
No, donodot be 43 27 23 30 41 67 63
Dondt kn¢v@L)R 6 4 5 3 5 5 9

g. in astrology, or that the position of the stars and planets can affect people's lives?

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

American ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 Aug 20
27, 2009
Yes, believe in 30 22 14 31 50 53 23 25
No, dondt be 62 70 77 63 45 43 66 71
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 8 8 9 6 5 3 11 4

h. in yoga, not just as exercise, but as a spiritual practice

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General

Americans ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 Aug 20
27,2009
Yes, believe in 41 26 21 31 58 73 42 23
No, Ioeliened t 50 65 69 61 32 22 48 70
Donodt k n ¢v®L.)R 9 9 11 8 10 5 10 7
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Q38 CONTINUED..

i. in spiritual energy located in physical things, such as mountains, trees or crystals

Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu Unaffi General
Americans ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 Aug 20
27,2009
Yes, believe in 35 25 19 31 58 46 34 26
No, dondt be 57 68 74 62 32 47 59 69
Dondt kn¢voL)R 8 7 7 7 9 7 6 5
RANDOMIZE Q39 AND Q40
ASK ALL
Q39  Which statemerdmes closer to your own views even if neither is exfiREBAIGHID NOT
RANDOMIZE RESPONSE OPTIONS]
BASED ON THOSE WITH RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION [N=2,644]:
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu  Unaffi General
Americant ant iated Public
Jan 3 (Forum)
Mar27 May 8
2012 Aug 13,
2007
There is only ONE true wa
to interpret the teachings 24 34 42 23 11 5 27
my religion
There is MORE than one ti
way to interpret the 67 58 50 70 75 90 68
teachings of my religion
Neither/Both equa(lyOL.) 2 2 2 2 1 2 1
Dondt kn¢v@L)R 7 6 6 6 13 3 4
(N=2,644) (N=1,599) (N=860) (N=702) (N=526) (N=333) (N=30,236)

11n May/Aug 200%he question was only asked of those with a religiousraffiliatioro response options were raadomiz

(N=30,236).
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ASK ALL

Q40  Which statement comes closer to your own views even if neither i8 ¢R&AR;rigGt NOT
RANDOMIZE RESPONSE OPTION&] religion is the one, {lteBUDDHIST (Q30=7 or Q30B=3path
leading to enlightenméint/ NOT BUDDHISTfaith leading to eterna],li®R many religions can lef# to
BUDDHIST (Q30=7 or Q30B=3gnlightement/ALL NOT BUDDHISTeternal life.

BASED ON THOSE WITH RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION [N=2,644]:
Asian  Christian Protest Catholic Buddhist Hindu  Unaffil General

Americant ant iated Public
Jan 3 (P-P/
Mar27 Forum)
2012 July 31

Aug 10,
20082

My religion ihe one, true
[falth Ieadlng.to eternal 29 42 57 23 11 4 29
life/path leading to
enlightennjent

Many religions can lead to

. : 63 51 35 73 79 91 65
[enlightenment/ eterial li
Neither/Both equa(yOL.) 2 2 2 * 2 1 3
Dondt kn¢vwL)R 6 5 6 4 8 4 3
(N=2,644) (N=1,599) (N=860) (N=702)  (N=526) (N=333) (N=2,502)

521n Jul/Aug 200Be question was only asked of those with a religious affiliation, and it did not include separate language for Buddhist

respondenffthe question read, oONow, as | r e aettomrthe $BOOND stafementicantee me nt s
closer to your own views even if neither is exactly right.o
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ASK ALL

Q41  Now thinking about when you were a child, in what religion were you raised, if any? Were you Protestant, Roman
Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such as Greek or Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist,
agnostic, something else, or nothartjéalar?
INTERVIEWER: IFRVOLUNTEER® ot hi ng i n part i BEFOREIREACHIDIGe, no r el
END OF LIST, PROMPT WITHnd would you say that was atheist, agnostic, or just nothing in particular?]

RECORD RESPONSE | F RESPONDRAEHLLO SOMETHI NG ELSES®

Q4la (RECORD RESPONSE)

ASK | F RESPONDED OSOMETHI NG ELSE6 OR ODONGT KNOW6 OR R

Q41b Did you think of yourself as a Christian, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Hindu, or none of these?

AsiarAmericans

Jan Mar27
2012
ChristiafNET] 40
Protestafit 17
Roman Catholic 22
Other Christian 1
Mormon *
Orthodox *
Iglesia ni CrisfgOL.) *
Buddhist 22
Hindu 12
Other ReligigiNET] 7
Jewish *
Muslim 4
Unitarian (Universal{(MpL.) *
Sikh(VOL.) 1
JainVOL.) *
Baha'i FaitiiOL.) *
ShintgvOL.) *
Confucia(vOL.) *
Cao D4vOL.) *
Something else (SPECIFY) 1
UnaffiliatefNET] 18
Atheist/Agnostic 2
Nothing in particular 16
Dondt kné¢wL)Ref 1

QUESTION 42 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

NO QUESTION 43
QUESTIONS 447 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

NOQUESTION 48

QUESTIONS 4983 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

%' ncludes oOProtestanto6 and oChristian (VOL.).O6
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A couple of questions for background purposes.
BIRTH In what country were you bl@REN END; PREODED; PROBE FOR COUNTRY IF
CONTINENT OR REGION GIVEN]

u.s.

India

China (mainland Chine
The Philippines
Vietnam

Korea

Japan

Taiwan (Chinese Taipt
Bangladesh
Cambodia

Hong Kong
Indonesia

Laos

Malaysia

Nepal

Pakistan
Thailand
Afghanistan
Africa, general
Bahrain

Bhutan
Burma/Myanmar
Canada
Caribbean, general
Colombia
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Egypt

Fiji

France

Georgia
Germany
Ghana

Guam

Guyana

Haiti

Iran

Jamaica

Kenya

Kuwait

Macau

Mexico
Mongolia

The Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria

Panama

AsiarAmericans
Jan Mar27 2012

24
14
12
11
11

* %k ok ok ok ok % ok %k ok k ok ok ok ok %k Sk k ok ¥ ok F F F F F F R P R R R R R R R WD O

Qatar

Samoa

Singapore

South Africa

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Tanzania

Trinidad and Tobago
United Arab Emirates

United Kingdom (includes England, Scotland,

Yemen
Zambia

Dondét kn¢wL)Ref used
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