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By virtue of the Oath of Office taken at the time of their appointment, ACT Justices of the Peace
undertake to 'well and truly serve in the office of justice of the peace of the Australian Capital Territory'.

JPs serve different rolesin different jurisdictions. It isimportant, therefore, to understand the role of JPin
the ACT, and the legidative basis for that role.

In the ACT, JPs are appointed by the Attorney-General under the Justices of the Peace Act 1989, but the
Act does not prescribe the role to be performed by JPs.

Generally, therole of aJPinthe ACT is determined by procedura requirements of other ACT legislation.
JPs may also perform awider range of functions under Commonwealth law, including the witnessing of
statutory declarations.

JPsin the ACT serve the community primarily by:
® administering oaths or affidavits and taking statutory declarations and affirmations
* witnessing signatures, and

® attesting and certifying documents.

Therole of an ACT JPislimited to functionsin the ACT and while the JP is physically present in the
ACT.

Thereislegidation in most other jurisdictions, which alows documents witnessed in the ACT to be
accepted in acourt in that jurisdiction.


http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/alt_a1989-44co/default.asp

