Portions of the Asatru Complaint
(One of the cases combined into the Cutter v. Wilkinson decision.)
“All Plaintiffs herein are believers in the ancient Teutonic/Norse religion of Asatru.  Asatru is also known as Odinism, Vor Tru, or Troth.  Plaintiff Blankenship is a recognized member of the Gothar (priesthood) of the Asatru religion by the Asatru Alliance of Kindreds in Vinland. All Plaintiffs are incarcerated within the Ross Correctional Institution at Chillicothe, Ohio, but their claims are shared by inmates throughout Ohio prisons.

From April, 1997 to present, the Defendants while acting under color of state law, in their individual and /or official capacities, have acted with callus and deliberate indifference to the Plaintiff’s First Amendment right to the free exercise of religion, and Fourteenth Amendment right to equal protection/treatment, and have discriminated against Plaintiffs based on race and religion, contrary to the Fourteenth Amendment, by the following acts:

A)
Defendants Griffin, Schwarz and Hart, on numerous occasions refused to answer or respond to letters, complaints, and requests for Asatru religious accommodations and appeals therefrom.

B)
Defendants Griffin and Schwarz have refused to respond to complaints charging them with religious discrimination.

C)
Defendants Hart, Collins, and Wilkinson, have failed, in their supervisory positions, to correct constitutional denials of free exercise of religion, equal protection, and religious discrimination when the issues have repeatedly been brought to their attention via letters and complaints.

D)
Defendants deny Plaintiffs the right to group worship or group study time, while granting this right to inmates of other religions.

E)
Defendants refuse to provide Plaintiffs with holy texts or religious medallions form public funds, while so providing these items to inmates of other religions.

F)
Defendants refuse to hire an Asatru Gothi (priest) to conduct blots (religious services), while providing priests for inmates of other religions.

G)
Defendants refuse to allow Plaintiffs to hold their own worship or study services in the absence of a priest, in accord with Plaintiffs’ religious beliefs.

H)
Defendants refuse to allow Plaintiffs wooden or ceramic runes, yet allow other inmates to possess domino game pieces, refuse to permit plaintiffs drinking horns, yet permit 5 by 10 inch wooden and brass Christian crucifix, refuse to permit other religious items such as staff and sax (constructed of cardboard), candles, statues of gods, blessing twig, mead or mead substitute, ritual bowl, altar or altar cloth.

I)
Defendants refuse to recognize Asatru holy days and feast days, yet recognize Christian and Muslim holy days, feasts and month long Ramadan.

J)
Defendants refuse to allow Plaintiffs to shave their heads upon holy oaths, while black inmates are not punished for shaving their heads or wearing hair disproportionately longer in one area than another, despite prohibitions on same.

K)
Defendants refuse to allow Plaintiffs to grow hair and beards long in accordance with religious beliefs and require haircuts which conflict with religious beliefs, yet permit inmates of Native American religions to grow long hair.  In addition, black inmates freely wear long hair in braids or plaits without fear of punishment.

L)
Defendants refuse to recognize Plaintiffs by their religious names.

M)
Defendants refuse to provide Plaintiffs with chapel space or other accommodations for worship or study.

N)
Defendants have denied Plaintiffs due process and have interfered with Plaintiffs access to the courts by attempting to prohibit Plaintiffs from exhausting administrative remedies by refusing to process religious requests and complaints.”(
Relief Sought by Asatru Inmates:

“Injunctive relief permitting Asatru inmates:

1)
One hour group religious study every two weeks.

2)
Group worship services 12 times yearly at holy days.

3)
Asatru Gothi (priest) or inmate led study and worship.

4)
Recognition of Asatru holy days and feast days.

5)
Holy texts and medallions from public funds.

6)
Right to obtain/possess holy ritual items such as runes, drinking horn, blessing twig, cardboard staff and sword, statues of gods and goddesses, altar cloth, mead substitute, arm band and medallion.

7)
An area set aside for Asatru worship indoors or outdoors.

8)
Right to hair and beard in accordance with religious beliefs.

C.
Compensatory damages in the sum of $1,500.00.

D.
Punitive damages in the sum of $15,000.00.

E.
Nominal damages in the sum of $1.00.(
( 2003 U.S. Briefs 9877, p. 14.
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